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TO THE READER. 



THE following Sheets are intended 
to preferve, in correft order, a Con- 
troverfy of the moft interefting nature.— 
The feleftion of the anonymous pieces^ the 
Editor flatters himfclf, will be allowed 
impartial and material. 

He begs the readers to obfcrvc, that to 
thofe pieces the authors have neglefted 
to date, he has annexed the date of the 
papers in which they firft appeared, for 
cafe of reference. 

With refpedt to Mr. Home's Xllth 
Letter, whether it is yet concluded is 
doubtful. From that Gentleman's letter 
to Junius it may be inferred that it is 
not; but this publication has been al- 
ready deferred too long to permit, and 
was grown too bulky to neceffitate, any 
farther delay : Whatever, therefore, Mr. 
Home may add, muft be refervcd for 
another CoUeftion, 
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CORRECTIONS. 

Page— line 

9 — 28, delevX. 
43 — ^9* f^^ never r^^j^feWom. 
144 — 16, add the date June 8 to Mr, Wilkeis letttr* 
162 — 10, /or give us read to give us. 
168 — 28, for charadlers r^tf^/charadter. 
191 — 16, for I was talked read It was talked. 
197 — 28, for Duns Scotus read Dun Scotus. 
217 — 27, for faithful only lervices rra^ faithful fcr- 

vices, only. 
218— 6, for to Mrs. — read to Mrs. Eyre.. 

y, after him add in the fpeech on that OC- 

caiion. 
220 — 21, for Lord S. read Lord Sandwich. 
236-«» 4, yi'r having r^a// have. 
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ONTROVERStAj. LETTERS, 



» Account $/ the hufinefs tratifaSied in Wefiminfier- 
Hally 9n the Z^fi ^f OBoher 1770, relait've to the 
EleQors ofWefiminfter inftruHing their RefrtJ^nta^ 
tpves to impeach Lord Norths halving heeit Jent. to 
the PtAlic Jidvertifer hy a Correfpondent (fi^pp^^ed 
Mr. Horne)^ who declared him/e/f ready to voadi 
its authenticity ; Mr. Wilkes y difagreeitig nxith that 
Correfpondent in federal Particulars^ fent the fol'. 
lo-wing Letter to thejatne Paper ^ addrejfed 

TO THE PRINTER. 

Prince's Court, near Storey's Gate, 

.... Weftminftcf, Wednefday, Nov, 7. 

I ii, 

AS I had the honour of being the Chairman 
at the general meeting of the eledlors of the 
city and liberty of Weftminfter, on Wednef- 
^y laft, and am likewife a member of the focicry at 
Appleby's, I think it my particular duly to correft 
fcvcral grofs mifreprcfentations relative to the bufmcfs 
cf that d!iy, which were firll publiflied in your paper 
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i>f laft Friday; becaufe your cprrefpondeht widi 
art endeavours tO'impofe or she public, by ad 
the merit of great accuracy in his account, a 
flares himfelf ready to^ 'vqusb its authenticity. 
therefore call upon him to prove the following 
tions, and to atteft ji^nd^r his hand the truth oi 
he has advanced. * '^ 

He fays, " On laft Wednefday fortnight, O 
" the 17th, Mk Wilkes defired a member c 
** dub at Appicby's to propofe a meeting of th< 
♦* tors of Weflminfter. It was accordingly pro 
** and agreed to by Mr. Wilkes, and about 
** clp^Or? ' prefent. After which they came t 
** following refolutions : 

""Vn That the eleftgrs of Weftminfter be defl 
« 'Itaeet in Weflminfter-Hall on Wednefday, 0<9 
:.>' 2. That John Wilkes, Efq. do then tak 
** chair. 

** 3. That the members for the city and libc 
** Weftminfter be instructed*' (your corre 
dent. Sir, has given the word in capitals) ** o 
** prefent alarming fituation of our affairs ; o 
'* violation of our rights at home, and the atts 
** our territories abroad;" 

" 4. That /<ii;0 gentlemen of the club at App! 
*^ do wait on the club at the Standard Tavern 1 
«* fire their concurrence with thefe refolutions.' 

It is fcarcely poilible to imagine more miilakc 
falihpods than are to be found in thefe few 
Your correfpondent fays, that the fgciety at Appl 



dune to the nfilution^ ** That the members for the 
•• city and liberty of Weftminfler be instructed." 
I aflert that neither the word^ nor the idea, is to be 
foand in the refiiution, 1 will tranfcrii^ the words 
of that refoltUion ; bat firft I muft remark, in juflice 
to the fociety at Appleby's, that the words inftruQion 
or infiruSed were not even mentioned ; but, without 
prefaibing any mode of redreis, that fociety left it 
at large to the body of the electors to determine for 
themfelves, and only entreated them to aflemble, that 
diey might confider nuhat farther meafures are exfe^ 
dUni in the prefent alarming fiate of public a fairs. 
Your correfpondent has made them infolently didate 
to fo refpedable a body as the dehors of Weihnin- 
fier ; whereas they (aid that they Only wifhed to meet 
their friends and brethren, to confider with them 
what ought to be done in this important crifis. 
The words of the refolution are, 

" OSoler 10, 1770. 

•* It was this day moved by Mr. Churchill, and 
^' feconded, and unanimoufly refolved, that the wor« 
•* thy eleftors of this city and liberty be dcfired to 
•* meet in Weftminfter-Hall on Wednefday the 3jft 
*' inilant, at eleven o^dock in the forenoon, to con- 
fider what farther meafures are expedient in the 
prefent alarming fUte of public affairs, both with 
refped to the invafion of the facred rights and li- 
berties of the people at home, and the attack of 
•' our territories abroad/' 
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Your correfpondcnt fays, that it was " On htby 
*• Wednefday fortnight, 061. 17," whereas the- 
above date (hews, that the refolution was agreed to a 
week earlier, " On Wednefday, Odober the loth,'* 
which was as much time as could be given before the 
commencement of the term. 

Your correfpondent, Sir, likewife aflerts that another 
refolution was, ** That two gentlemen of the club at 
'* Appleby's do wait on the club at the Standard Ta:- 
'* vern ;" whereas the fociety at Appleby's delired the 
afnilance and concurrence of all the members. The 
two refoltitlom following that I have tranfcribed are^ 

" Refolved, that John Wilkes, Efq. one of the legal 
reprefentatinjes of the county of Middlefex^ and an eieC' 
tor of this city^ be defired to attend the faid meetings 
and to take the chair. 

** Refolved, that the faid refolutions be communicated 
to the gentlemen of the Standard Tavern by a cam* 
nditce of the ijohole houfey and that the Rev. Dr. Wil- 
fon be defired to attend the faid committee." 

At this meeting eleven gentlemen attended, and I 
was called to the chair. 0£t. 1 7, nineteen gentlemen 
of the club were at Appleby's, when it was refoltjid^ 
*' That a committee of the members of this fociety, 
'* who are electors of Wefiminfter, do wait upon the 
*' fociety of the Standard Tavern, Leiceiler-Fields, 
•' tomorrow, at eleven of the clock in the forenoon.'* 

The aflbrtion, " That Mr. Wilkes defired a mem- 
** ber of the club at Appleby's to propofe a meeting 
** of the Eledors of Weftoiinfter," is equaJly ill 
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iounded with the l-eft of what I have quoted. Th^ 
proportion came originally from the Rev. Dr. Wilfon,* 
altho* it afterwards met with my entire approbation. 
I have now. Sir, finiihed the account of this buiineis 
fo far as it relates to the fociety at Appleby^s. . Yoa 
will judge what credit in matters of fadl is to be given 
to yoor correfpondent. I ihall only add, that if ypur 
correfpondent be a member of that fociety, I think 
him fnexcufable to the public and the fodety for his 
many grofs miibkes. He might in a quarter of an 
hour have known the truth, by having recourfe to 
the lefi evidenci, the club- book at Appleby's. The 
public have a right to truth, and every impofition on 
mankind ought to be detedled and expofed. I fum- 
mon your correfpondent to juftify his account at the 
bar of the public, as he declares bimfelf ready t9 avouch 
its authenticity, 

• I now defire your leave. Sir, to Hate the refl of 
this bufinefs, as far as I was concerned : 

On Tuffday, Oftober the 30th, many gentlemen 
of the two clubs met at the Standard Tavern. Sir 
Robert Bernard was voted into the chair. Mr. Connell 
then rofe and moved. That it (hould be propofed the 
following day in Weftminfter-Hall, that inftruBions 
/hould he gi'ven their mewhers to impeach Lord North, 
Mr. Ellis fecondcd that motion. Mr. Sawbridge 
ilrongly oppofed it, and recommended a remonftrance. 
J gave the molron for the inftruilions all the fupport 
I could. The debate was long, and oirried on be- 
tween Mr. Sawbridge and myfcif with the grcateft 
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temper and candor, to the fatisfa^lion of every g< 
tleman prefent. No man. Sir, can honour Mr. Sa 
bridge more than I do, for every public and priv 
virtue which conftitutes a great and amiable char 
ter. On taking the opinion of that meeting, t^wet 
tight were for inJiruHing^ and ten for remonfiratin^ 

Mr. £]Iis afterwards declared that he would m< 
/or the impeachment, on the next day. A commit 
was then named, and ordered to withdraw iroi] 
diately to prepare infiruBions. I was called to 
chair of that committee, and I avow having dra 
up the inftru3ions for the impeachment of Lord Nor 
in which my hand and heart perfedlly concurred; 
I think him a weak, wicked, and defpotic miniii 
and that, from th^ two important pofts be now fi 
he muft be coniidered as ihtofienfiile prime tmntSi 
and the chief ioflrument of the tyranny we gr< 
under at home and in the colonies. The inftruiii 
were read at that meeting, and approved. 

I was the next day called to the chair in Weftro 
fter-H^ll. After I had mentioned the bufinefs of tl 
paiticular day, I afked, if any gentleman had a p 
pofition to make* Mr. Ellis having been taken fu 
denly ill, could not attend. Mr. Connell rofe, a 
moved the infiruSiiom for the ^impeachment of Lt 
North. The motion was feconded by Mr. Churchi 
Mr. Connell delivered me, as chairman, the propoi 
inftructions, which I read as well as a weak and b 
voice would permit. A Mr. More then, with a voi 
as loud as a (peaking- trumpet, occa£oncd no fm 
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confu&on, by crying oat with great pa(Eon» H^bat im* 
peachment? what impeachment? I deHred him to 
approach the chair, which he did, and to inform 
him(elf and others more fully by reading aloud the 
paper put into my hand. He complied with my re* 
quel!, in fuch a manner as to create alternately in the 
audience laughing, hifling, and clapping. Mr. Saw- 
bridge then, in a manly and fpirited way, oppofed 
the infirufftons, and recommended a remonftrance^ 
Other gentlemen fpoke, bift could not be heard. It 
appeared to me that the majority of hands were for 
a rem(mfiranc€f which i accordingly declared to be 
the opinion of 4hat meeting. A committee was ap- 
pointed to prepare it, and all the ufual forms obferved. 
I confined myfelf throug^i the whole day to my dutv 
as chairman. After the bufinefs was £ni(hed, Mr. 
Sawbridge and. many. of the gentlemen returned to 
the King*s Arms in New-Palace- Yard. I declared 
there, *' That I always fhould moft chearfully fubmit 
** my opinion to the majority of my friends, but I 
** feared the prefent remonflrance would have no more^ 
*^ cSt&. than the former, and be only another paper 
" kite for his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales." 
The remonftrance I iigned as chairman, as foon as it 
was engrofled, according to the order of the general 
meeting. 1 have. Sir, a real pleafiire in finding out, 
and following, the opinion of the people. I will 
through life be faithful to their caufe. I firmly and 
fincerely believe the 'voice ofthepeopU to be the voice 
of God, I wifh always to hear it clear and diftinft. 
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When I do, I will obey it, as a divine -caU» widl. 
fpirit and alacrity, fearlefs of every confequenccs and 
dutifully fubmitting my own private opinion. When 
the juilice of the Houfe of Commons fhall admit mo 
to my feat for Middlefex, I will there deliver the 
fcntiments of the majority of my worthy ccHiflituents,. 
as far as i know them^ not thoTe of one individoaL 
Thefe, Sir, are principles which have taken pof* 
fefHon of my heart, and ihall appear to nvankind by 
their influence on every pftt of my public condu^. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN MriLXES, 

On November 12, afpeared4ke follofvoing addreft 
To Mr. W I L K E S. 

SIR, 

I FI N D myfelf in a fituation which mod of your 
friends have at fome time or other experienced. It 
is painful to me, but not furprizing. I have long fore- 
feen it, and moft earncftly endeavoured to avoid it. 
You are in pofleflion of my name, and needed not to 
have called for it in the public papers. When I gave 
the Printer the account of the proceedings at Weft- 
minder, I ordered hm to acquaint you with it, and 
on the day of its appearance in the paper I avowed it 
to yourfcif at a meeting of fome freeholders at the 
Denmark Tavern, and I offered to give you a jufli-^ 
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fication of it, i£you tvould afford me an opportunity 
by retiring with me after the meeting (hould be over* 
I fhall take it as a favour if you will not infill on 
a ptiblic jullification ; for tho* I agree with you that 
•* tlie public have a right to truth," yet I muft con* 
fefs there are fome " impofitions on mankind" which 
I woaM fain be excufed from the office of '^ dgleding 
and expofing/* 

To 'wbicb Mr. IFilkes tbm replied: 
To the AvTiioR of the Letter to Mr. Wilkei. 

> Prince's Court, near Storey's Gate, 

q J p Weftminfler, Monday, Nov. 12* 

YOU are pleafed to fay, in your letter of this 
day, ** When I gave the Printer the account of the 
** proceedings at Wcftminfter, 1 ordered him to ac- 
** quaint you with it, and on the day of its ap- 
pearance in the paper I avowed it to yourfelf at 
a meeting of fome freeholders at the Denmark Ta^ 
** vern, and I oiFered to give you a juftification of 
«* it, if yoa would afford me an opportunity by re- 
" tiring with me after the meeting Ihould be over." 
If you did order the Printer to acquaint me with 
youj name, he did not comply with your order. 
When I faw him the next day, I faid that I gueffed 
s^t the author of that very erroneous eucount^ bijt 
thought it at an improper queftion to aik him. 
The Printer only fmilcd. At the Denmark Tavern 
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1 complained to yourfclf of that fiflfc mctouni^ 
' ^declared that I would anfwer it. You did not ai 
It, nor did you mention a word of juflification, 1 
replied, ** Where do you go from hence ?" I 
fwered," To my daughter at Fulham. Dr. Wilfi 
** chariot waits." 

;. Y<^ are {)leafcd to fay, " I fhall take it a 
" favour if you will not infill on a public jofKf 
•' tion/' Retrafl then your errors. I defire 
every occafion to fubroit tfte whole of my condudl 
the public. You declared yoxxxkU ready, to*voucb 
.authenticity of yoxxx account, 1 expert you now to 
it, or to confefs your miftakes. Tb$ *very Jay aj 
the publication a correfpondent told you in the {z 
paper, that he had examined tbe club hook at Api 
iy^s, found your account /al/e, and called upon ) 
for a juftijication. You ought to have infom 
yourfelf diredlly in the fame authentic manner, 
you are a member of Appleby's. Candor and a^ 
cred love of truth IhouM likewife have made y 
before this acknowledge to the world how grea 
you were mifhiken, and aik pardon for the imft, 
tion of which you were guilty. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES 

Another account (too umnterefiing to he inferted her 
of this hufinefs luai fuhliped^ on the l^tb of h 
<vcmber, in tbe Name of a Mr. Edridge (a foi 



, feref, and a member of the focieties af Apflehy'f 
. €ind the Standard Tavern) , nuhicb differed in /ami 
particulars from Mr, Wilkef's^ on tht ufpearaikM 
nubereof that gentUntawwrote as follows i 

TO THE PRINTER. 

I 

Priace*s Court, near Storey^s Gut^' 
Weftminftery Thurfday, Not. 15. 

Ah me f what mighty forils wait 
The man ivho Meddles nuith a fiate^ 
Whether to firengthen, or oppofe ! 
Falfe are his friends, and firm his foes: 

S O fung that incomparable poet and patriot^ 
Charles Churchill, I have experienced this in foaie 
inftances during the life of my great aiTociate, iif^ 
more fince hi% lamented death. The bafenefs and 
treachery of fubtle^ defigning and infidious friends^ 
by whom the opennefs of a frank nature has been 
long dupcd^ is exceedingly painfulihui not furprizing^ 
if I may borrow the words of your correfpondent. 
Such men I hold infinitely lefs dangerous as open ene- 
mies than as profefled friends. I have found that 
their lofs, if indeed it can be called, a lofs, has been 
mort than made up to me by the encreafed ardor, 
attachment, and alFeftion of thofe who remained.' 
JDefertion has thinned the ranks, but the phalanx has 
been ilronger, becaufe more compad and united. 

Your correfpondent. Sir, who declared himfelf on 
th^ fecond of this month ready to vouch the authen" 



0idty of Ins account of the Weftminftef proc 
has not yet advanced a fingle word ofjujli 
although he has many of dark abufe. I a 
him to fpeak out in plain terms, to (late i 
fairly and fully, and to fet his name to the 
he brings. He (hall then have an anfwer, and 
that truth and I are a match for any two. 
. I have juft read the long letter of Mr. 1 
His affertions are notoriouily untrue ; but .thej 
admit of fuch a compleat deteflioo from ivrit 
dence as the fallhoods of your other correfpond* 
are they of eq^al importance. I appeal to £ 
fon and Mr. Churchill for the unfair (late of t 
verfation he had with thofe two gentleman. 

I enciofe to you. Sir, extrafls from the clt 
at ^ppleby*s. 

** AfpUhfsi xi^th Nov, 

(COPY) *' Refolved, gemine contradicente, l 

thanks of this meeting be g 
John Wilkes^ Efq, for his vin< 
of the proceedings of this fociety 
the falfe account given in the 
Advertifer. 
** Ordered, that a copy of this rcfolution b« 
by the chSirman, and fent to Mr. Wilkes. 

S. Barrell, chaii 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILK 



traxne to the refilution^ '* That the memben for the 
•* city and liberty of Weftminfter be instructed.'* 
I aflert that neither the word, nor the idea, is to be 
found in the re/olution, 1 will tranfcri^e the words 
of that refaluiion ; but firft I muft remark, in juflice 
to the fociety at Appleby's, that the words infiruQion 
or imfiruSed were not even mentioned \ but, without 
prefcribing any mode of redreis, that fociety left it 
at large to the body of the electors to determine for 
themfelves, and only entreated them to aiTemble, that 
they might confider nvhat farther meafures are expi' 
Sent in the prefent alarming fiate of public affairs. 
^ Your correfpondent has made them infolently dictate 
to fo refpedlable a body as the dehors of Weibnin- 
fler ; whereas they faid that they Only wifhed to meet 
their friends and brethren, to confider with them 
what ought to be done in this important criiis. 
The words of the refolution are, 

" Oaoher 10, 1770. 

*' It was this day moved by Mr. Churchill, and 
^* feconded, and unanimoufly refolved, that the wor« 
•• thy eleftors of this city and liberty be deiired to 
** meet in Weftminfter-Hall on Wednefday the 3ifl 
*' inflant, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, to con- 
** fider what farther meafures are expedient in the 
*< prefent alarming ftate of public affairs, both with 
** refped to the invaiion of the facred rights and li- 
*^ berties of the people at home, and the attack of 
*' our territories abroad." 
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always been to recrimintte 1 on the cobtnuy , 1 
in this letter confine myfelf to the charges bn 
againil me : In a future letter I will explain th 
ture and caufes of the differences between us : ' 
ought to be made public, becaufe the objeAs ar 
private. 

The Wejimtttfter hujtnefs I (hall refenre for m 
ture letter, becaufe it is one of the pretended < 
of difference. The other charges I think are, 
That " I fubfcribed to the fociety of the Bill of K 
** but never paid one fhilling." — 2. That •* I 
*' received amazing fums for Mr. Serjeant Gl 
** elections, ten guineas each from moft oi 
friends.". — 3. That " I have received fubicrii 
for the widow Bigby's appeal." — 4. Tha 
have received fubfcriptions for Mr. Gil 
trial."— 5. That ** I have received fubfcrij 
** for the affair of the weavers in Spittleficlds." 
Thefe fivt charges I underiland to be of a p 
nature. After. which there is a charge upon me 
private fraud in a flory about Mr. Footers pam^ 
and Meffri. Davis the booicfellers. 

Thefe particular charges I undertake to anfwer 
if there is any other that I have omitted to tak< 
tice of, you will pleafe to remind me of it ; if 1 
is any other that you have omitted, you have 
fi-ee leave to bring it. 

First, I never did fubfcribe any thing to th 
cicty of the Bill of Rights. It is true that in th. 
<)0iKiU of that ibciety there will be found five gu 
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of my money ; but thefe dye guineas were paid by. 
inc at the moment of fubfcribing them, at the hit 
fabfcHption made at the King's Arms Tavern in 
Cornhiil, feme time before the eflabliflunent of the 
ibciety at the London Tavern. Nor do I recoUe£l at 
any tiune to have fiib(cribed any money without in- 
fiantly paying down the fmall but numerous fums I 
have- contributed. Thcfe poor five guineas were re* 
ceived, and the account of them brought into the fo- 

dcty by Mr. B . 

The SECOND charge is ** The amazing fums re* 
ceived by me for Mr. Glynn's Election ; ten guineas 
each from moil of his friends.'* The fubje^ of this 
charge no doubt puts me in a delicate and dii^icuU 
fituadoDy becaufe the particulars of it ought to be 
diicnfled only by Mr. Glynn and the fubfp-ibers ; and 
I am bound to be very careftd that whild I jv^fy . 
myielf I do not iay any thing which may give pain 
or difpleafnre to others. However, I think I can 
hy enough on this head to fatisfy the moft fcrupulous 
without hurting the moft tender. I muft premife that 
I have always carefully avoided three things ; I mean 
the being placed upon any public occaiion in any fitua« 
don of honour, truft, or profit, from which my 
name, and my fladon, and my inclination equally 
difluaded me. I have been regularly and indefatigably 
the drudge of almoft every popular eledion, profecu- 
don, and public bufineis, — but never the objed of 
any one. For three years pad my dme has been en* 
drely and my income aknoft wholly applied to public 
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ineafures. But though with great caution, and fomt* 
times obftinacy, I have taken care never to be the 
chairman of any company, nor the oflenfible manager 
or condudlor of any matter ; yet I have not been able j- 
to avoid being on three occafions the receiver of mo- . 
ney. One of them was the elefUon of Mr. Glynn. ; 
But there were no amazing fums in the ca(e. The 
ten-guinea fubfaiption amounted to 262 1. 10 s. of 
which, for want of a more diligent colle61or tha(h 
myfelf,only 220 1. los. have yet been received ; and 
that fum has been paid away long ago either by me, 

or by Mr. B , the treafurcr of that fubicription. 

Mr. Glynn and the fubfcribers mull examine and fettle 
that buiinefs, and if they have no objection I am fure 
I ihall have none, to lay each particular article before 
the public. — And now I have anfwered this charge as 
hr as you have brought it, I deiire to flrengthen the 
charge, by informing you. Sir, that there was another 
fubfcription for Mr. Glynn's eleftion. (Indeed the 
ten guineas were not fubfcribed for the expences of 
Mr. Glynn in his eleftion, nor was any fubfcriptioa 
for that purpofe intended ; the ten guineas were fub' 
faibed to pay the expences of fome dinners which 
about twenty of us agreed to give to the freeholden* 
in different parts of the county in the fummer, whilft 
Mr. Glynn was on the circuit.) The fecond fub- 
fcription was made only after the riot on the firft day 
of eledlion, in order to pay the additional expences 
incurred by that moft villainous adion, it feeming 
very cruel and unjuft that fo barbarous and wicked 
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t contrivance ihould increafe the expcnce to Mr. Ser- 
jeant Glynn of a conteft already fufiicienily e3q>ci)five, 
and which had been carried on about feven months 
againft all the powers and influence of government. 

This fecond fubfcription amounted to 1401 L 9S1 ]. 
of which have been paid ; 420 1. ftill remain unpaid. 
Of this money 400!. were paid into the hands of Mr. 
Vaughan, the treafurer on this occafion ; 340 1. los. 
were paid into the hands of MefT. Lowry and Co. 
bankers, in Lombard- flreet : 240I. los. werecolledcd 
by me from time to time as the fubfcribers fell in my 
way, and were paid again by me as occafion and op- 
portunity offered : I likewife drew on Mtff. Lowry 
and Co. for the money in their hands^ with which I 
paid the demands on Mr. Glynn as far as the money 
would reach them. On this point I can only fay as 
before, that if Mr. Glynn and the fubfcribers have 
no pbjediion, I fhall have none to lay each particular 
article of reteipt and payment before the public. 
. The THIRD charge is, " That I have received 
fubfcriptions for the widow Bigby's appeal." The 
widow Bigby's appeal was not brought by my direc- 
tion ; I do not mean that I difhpprove it ; T com- 
fnend the meafure, and if I had been applied to, 
Ihould have advifed it. I think the pardon granted 
to the njurderers of Bigby was a horrid one, I think. 
ihe feme of the pardon granted to M 'Quirk, and £ 
do not believe either of them lawful. Mr. Stamforct^ 
the attorney who was employed by the widow, ap- 
plied to a gentleman of chara<^cr and fortuw^ \tv ^iv^ 
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c*y for aZ.li-cf : :!: t gc=:!em::n brooght Mr. Stam- 
f.'.d :o Err. uiio tcIU cc i^bjLt he b&d done and what 
he ir.'.t'.ztd :o do ; bii: t« declared hiir.felf unable 
to bear :>.c e:c7cr.cc «zi go ca with the appeal, unle(s 
he U25 n'uilcvi isnsiedatflv with money. I undertook 
tl'.e matter, xsadc ntyfelf szJwcradle to him, and 
aulucd hisi with oconcv, and when f (aw my friends^ 
1 cpelied to them for their help, bccaufe I was 90- 
equJ to the burden alone. I did not indeed forefee 
th:it any memjer of the Hode of Commons would 
move for leave to bring in a bill to take away the 
right of appeal from the people in cafes of murder; 
but I did forefee that Lord Mansfield would make 
fuch a motion and fuch a bill unneceilary ; and that 
he would by Itudied debys and difficulties mod effec- 
tually take away the remedy of appeal, by (hewing 
lis that the moil eminent counfel at the bar are not 
able to proceed in fuch a courfe as to bring it to a 
trial : And I fuppofed that he would, as he has done, 
fo protraA the matter by (hifcing his difficulties and 
his doubts, that either the proceedings on the appeal 
fhould be dropped from the enormity of the expence, 
or the obflinate virtue of Ihe poor appellant have time 
to be cooled and corrupted. I expefted only to (heWj 
what has been (hewn, that Lord Mansfield, who is 
fo dexterous at removing difficulties and (liortening 
the way to a con v id ion for libel, according to the 
modern method of profecution, is as dexterous in find* 
ing out or creating oblbcles to a trial in the ancieHt 
mode of appeal for murder, which was formerly (be 
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fubjcfl's bnly remedy •* And for this purpofe I was 
willing, and did declare my wiliingnefs to bear, if it 
was necdTary, the whole e^fpence of the profecution. 
The few friends to whom J fpoke on this occafion 
were of the iamc fentimcnts ; and they contributed 
towards the appeal. I afterwards found that good 

man. Sir — -. , was as warm in this bufinefs as my- 

felf ; at his defire I waited on him, and as he was 
anxious to be a (barer in the burden, I fometime after 
fent a gentleman to him with a lift of the fubfaibers, 
and an account of the money paid to the attorney, 
and folicited him earneflly to be the treafurer on this 

occafion. Sir ^ for many reafons, excufed him • 

felf. Very lately this office has been kindly accepted 
by Mr. T — ^ke. He has the lift and the account, 
and the trouble of collefting the fubfcrlpiions, I do 
not defire any part of it to be kept fecrct. I have 
received i lo 1. i6s. and I have p^id to the attorney 
1 50I. and I harre never been \qU in advance than I 
am at prefent, which is 39I. 4s. 

The FOURTH charge is, ** That I have received 
fobfcriptions for Mr. Gillam's trial." A copy of 
his indidment was iihgailj granted to Mr. Gilbm, 

* 

* Something more too has been ihewn j i.e« thiit the fug- 
scions on which the pardon for the Kennedies wus procured^ 
are falfei aiid that thofe who proc-jred it dill know, them to 
be guihy^ or they would not fo cbllinatcly and corruptly iiave 
(^pofcd a frefh trial on the appeal, >^hiih was the only method 
to juftlfy the pardon in an authentic manner, by p/oducing th^ 
new, c^jcuxx^ftances ^hich maniteflcd thur inuo<.ctvQe.. 

e -L 
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in order to intimidate and difgrace another gtntlcnair 
and myfelf. When the requell was made, the judges 
were at drA divided : Mr. Juilice Afton and Mr; Re- 
corder favv no objedlion to it, and they at laft over* 
perfuadcd the Lord Chief Baron Parker : Mr. Jufike 
Gould refufed it to the bfl. Nocwithllanding this 
copy of the indidment, I have never heiitated to de- 
clare that I did promote and affiil that profecOtkm 
to the utmoft of my power : but I did not at any time 
receive a farthing from any perfon on the account of 
Mr Gillanrs trial, or any thing relative to it, and I 
do aflert that there was no fubfcription for it. If ybu,> 
Sir, can difcover a fingle perfon who paid any fob^ 
fcription to tne, or to any other on that account, it is 
your bufmefs to name him ; otherwife we ihall know 
how to name you. 

The FIFTH charge is, " That I have received fob^ 
fcriptions for the affair of the weavers in Spittlefields.*' 
I never did receive any fubfcription for the affair of 
the weavers in Spittlefields ; there never was any fob- 
fcriptkm on that account, or on any other relative to 
the WQftvers in Spittlefields. I took no fmall piuos^ 
with other gentlemen, to (ave the lives of foroe inno- 
cent men ; but though one v/as petitioned for by the 
lord-m^yor and all the aldermen who fat oh the 
bench ae his trial, with the flrongeft circumflanccs id 
his f;ivour, and though another was unanimoufly and 
ilrongly recommended to mercy by th^ jury* tfacy 
were both hanged. — Their crime was not murder.-^I 
believe we had better fuoceft in our endeavours to flop 
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file &rtfaer mercilefs perfecution of that un^happy body 
of men I bat what we did was done without col- 
letting money or fubfcription ; and I do not believe 
that any money was paid, except twenty pounds 
which i gave out of my own pocket towards procur- 
ing counfel for one Bakery a journeyman weaver, 
whom Lord Mans6eid had refufed to admit to bail 
till . term^-dme, and till after hearing counfel; al- 
though the fame Lord Mansfield confeffed that he was 
committed on a (:barge for an offence bailable at the 
very firft view, and which did not admit even the 
ihadow of a doubt. If any perfon did fubfcribe on 
this account to mp qj \q anv other, it is your bufmeft 
CO name hipi. 

Thus, Sir, I have anfwered your five charges con- 
cerning fublcriptions. Three of them (one faid to be 
left unpaid by me, and two faid to have been received 
by me) are totally falfc j there never were any fuch 
fubfcriptjons. The other two, I hope, I have like- 
wife anfwered to your diJfatUfaSion, Though the 
proof of fuch charges ought to reft upon him who 
brings them, yet I think I may ventu|e fafely to take 
even the oppoiite proof on myfclf ; for J truft^ how- 
ever difagreeable it is to gentlemen to put their names 
|n the papers, I truH Mr. Riphard Oliver, who is 
treafarer to the fociety of the Bill of Rights, and Mr. 
Serjeant Glynn, and Mr. T — kc will do me that ju- 
IHce which is due to me, and add the authority of 
fjttexr names to the truth of what I have related. 
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But, Sir, there is one fubfcription more thpt I |bi^^ 
received, and with which yoi| have not charged <^ 
J mean a fubfcripcioii pf 94 1. 1 7 s. 9 d. raifed for yrpu 
in my neighbourhood, which I have brought ia? a? 
the focieiy very lately, at the )a(( meeting but one at 
the Londpn Tayern, 

This fubfcription I did not cojieft ; it was only ] 
jrofiveyed by ine to the fociety. It was colledled pubr 
licly in an open book, by Mf . B. H. Mr. B. Mr. D. 
Mr. H. of my parifli, and this bpok was brought 
back tp me orJy the day before I delivered it in ; 
However, before this fubfcription, 1 advanced in the 
payment of demands upon you 38 1. 8 d. which I am 
Itill to receive, and of the fubfcription itfeif feven 
guineas dill remain unpaid tp me. 

Vour LAST charge is, that I have received money 
for different pubh'cations, apd you cal! upon me tp 
lay before the public *' an account of the profits oi| 
my vamped up fermon, Mr. Foote's apology, Mr, 
Milling's letter, '^c. ajlerting at the fame time that I 
defrauded Mr. Foote of 40 1. or 50 1. which I took from 
Meif. Davis the bookfdiers ; and you bid me give 
you the evidence of Mr. Davis, bjoth the father and 
the fin, and Mr. Foote's ^'uflificalipn of my diiin- 
terefted friendfliip to him." 

• Have you forgotten in how unmanly a planner 
you lately received the very manly behaviour of Mr. 
Alderman Trecothick, when you were charged with 
the illiberal anonympua a|3ufc jcaft on that gentlemai^ 
in '* the annals ofhh mayoralty f "-r-AliJNALS of three 
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or four Months !— If you thought yourfelf juflified 
in refufing to acknowledge to the injured perfon an 
anonymous writing, how can you expeft that I ihould 
give you an anfvver about pamphlets that bear other 
mens names ? It is true I have always avowed what- 
ever I have written anonymouHy, whenever any per- 
fon has complained that he was injured ; as in the 
cafes of Sir John Gibbons, Sir W. B. Proftor, Wit, 
Onflow, &c. it is my general rule when I am treated 
fairly J but the ru)e does not extend to you; for in thole 
pamphlets, even jf I had written them, there is no 
r.efleeiion upon you : When you attribute to me the 
pamphlets that bear the names of other men, and call 
Ibran anfwer, yoij are impertinent tome and inju- 
rious to them. Perhaps fome other perfon may think 
h as probable that you fhould have wi tten the fsrmon, 
as that I Ihould have written on fubjeds of Uw and 
furgery. I know indeed how you will folve that dif- 
ficulty, by declaring that there js as Jittjp diviniry in 
the one, as law and furgery in the others. Sir, I 
(hall only anfwer you what you mujl already fuppofe^ 
viz. that of all the pamphleps I ever wrote in my life 
J have regularly received the pro/its; awj of all the 
pamphlets which J may hereafter write, I ih dl, if I 
pleafe, regularly receive the profits. But that you 
may not envy me the amazing fuips I have likewifc 
received on that fcorc, I will teJl ypu exaflly to what 
they amount j and that I might be exa ft T have fet- 
tled accounts •vliich were never before fettled. Of all 
^e things I ever wrote in my life the prcf.ts nmount 
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to 661. 4 s. 1 J d. not fuffident to fumiih 70a wttV 
two months claret. 

For the fraud with which you charge me on Mr, 
Footc, through Meff. Davis, the bookfellers, it is a 
fjllhood, and you ought to be told fo in coarfer kn- 
guage. You bid me give you the evidence of Mr. 
l^avis, hotlf the father and the /on, and of Mr. Foote. 
You who bring the charge (hould take the oma fn- 
handil I can only give my own evidence. They 
muft, if they pleafe, give theirs for themfelves. Bttt 
why this judaifm^ Sir ? Why will not Mr. Davis the 
father fatisfy you ; Why viflt the fins of the &then 
upon the children ? 

Sir, I will be bold to fay, the farther and the 
more particularly you fift into every part of nay con- 
duft the more honourable it will appear ; for very 
many circumftances will come out neceilkrily in my 
defence which could not otherwif^ have been men- 
tioned without boafling ; and I defy all your art and 
all your abilities to make me, whild I am honeft| 
either dcteftable or ridiculous. However, yon moft 
now do fomething for your credit^s fake: at leaftte 
witty, at leafl entertain the public : Scraps of verib 
will not altogether anfwer the purpofe.— -/f& me! \% 
no argument ; quotations are rfot proofs. But if yoq 
will quote an incomparahle po(t you ihould take fom^ 
cf his incctaparable poetry. With fuch a choice of 
beauties before you to felefl the paiTages with which 
you have lately patched your profe, convinces me 
that no friend can efcape you ; and that living or dea^ 



( »5 ) 

is your ftudy and endeavour to (hew, if you Cair. 
ieir weak (ides to t)ie public. 

JOHN HORNE* 
Mr. Wilkes's R^ply. 
To the * Rev, Mr. H O R N E. .. 

Princess Court, near Storey*i Gate, 
q.y p WeftmiafUr, lAoaAay^ Jan. 21* 

I called upon you, under my hand» on the tenth 
^ November laft, to juftify the account you hadgivea 
the Public Advertifer of the W$fiminfter bofineik, 
^e authenticity of 'which you declftnd your/elf KEkHX 
'vouch. You are pleafed in the letter you have ad« 
refled to me on the 1 6th of this month to fay, ** The 
'^fiftminfier bufinefs I ihall referve for my future letter." 
likewife, Sir^ declare that I referve myfelf for thii 
ituTi letter y that I may have only one trouble to an- 
ver at the fame time the feeble, {anguid, and weary 
eiges of your laft, fo far as I am concerned, and alfo 
\^ future Utter. I leave all anoirfmous writers to de? 
nd their own works. I will be anfwerable for every 
rodudlion of this pen^ which ihall never write a linc^ 
will not juftify. 

Jam, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 
JOHN WILKES. 
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Teftimonies in *vin£cation of Mr. Home fuberi tn/erHd 
\ Joon after the appearance of the aho^e defence^ 
by Mr. Serjeant Glynn, Mr, Alderman Oliver, Mr, 
Tooke, and Mejf. Davis [fee Supplcrpent] ; and 
here the conlro*verJy (except under anonymous Jtgna- 
tu^es) refied till May i JJi^fogn after Mr. IVilkes 
bad declared hit intention to fi and candidate for the 
office of Jheriffi nuhen Mr. Home revi-ved it, and 
it has fince been continued in the folli^win^ order* 

LETTER I. 

\ To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

SIR, 

YOU have fald, ^' The public have a right tQ 
truth, and every impofition on mankind ought 
to be detedled and expofed." I am pot entirely 
of that opinion : I think there are certain feafons 
when fome particular truths ought tp be with« 
held : and my lips Ihoufd have been for cyer clofcd 
ou the fubjedl of your real charaAer and condudl, 
if you could by any motives have been perfuaded^ 
Qr by any art or contrivance been compelled, to 
continue a voluntary or involuntary inftrument of 
good to your country. I have long been, w'th 
others, ftruggling to make it your intcreft to be ho- 
ned, and founded all my hopes not on your princjpl({ 
but common fejife. At length I defpair of any good 
from you, and apprehend ifhuch mifchief: I think \\ 
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l^etffoTc my duly to be no longer Tilent ; and I come 
tp an explanation without any apprehen&on of dif- 
graccj becaufe I know that cho' H'iUei and Uheriy 
piay for a while bear down every thing before tbein 
in the flreet, yet as far as they are not connefted by 
public principle;, they will furcly be ffpaiaied in the 
doiet. But whatever jozy be the opinions of any 
perfbna (Concerning my cofi4u£i, I (hall not alter.it : 
their uninfbnned opinions aSefl me little : I know 
my own tituation ; I mufl ever lemaio a poor and a 
private man, and can never be a candidate for th« 
fevour or confidence of the public. The voice of the 
people is not the voicy of God to me, tho' (in the 
fair nieatiing of the word fcoptg) I have never thought 
it wrong ; bat it is the voice wjthin me that Ihall 
ever be the guide of my aflions. 

It is not my intention here to open ady a^coant 
^ith you on the fcore of private charaAer: in that 
ftfpeA the public have kindly p^ficd an a& of infol- 
vem^ in your favor ; yoa have delivered up your 
all, and no man can lairly now make any demand. 
I blame your public condufl, and never had a dif- 
ference with you on any other fubjeA : and though 
it has fuited your lelfilh politics to infinuate and pre- 
tend fome private pique between ut, yet you hsve 
not ventured, even anonymouHy, to fuggefl any par- 
ticular caufc of my dilfatirfaflion. 

That I may be well undetflood, it !> necclEiry to 
give a iliort hiflory of the commencement, progrefi, 
find concMOQ of the intercoutfc betwe«) ui: an4 
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this I win begin to do in my next ; niot for my own 
juftificationy for I could be well contented to leave 
each man to his opinion concerning me ; bat that the 
people, at large, to whofe fafety ahd happinefs it is 
important, may be better able to form their judg^* 
ment how far they ought and how far they ought 
not to fupport you ; and that they may perceive your 
general profeillons and proteftations to be like thoft 
of lail Wednefday's Speech, equally calculated K) 
miflead and impofe, and to which every particiilai 
zQ. as well of your oppofition as of ifis government is 
a flat contradidlion. 

JOHN horne;. 

To the Rev, Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Prince's Court, May 15. 

I HAVE waited with impatience ever fmce Not 
vember for the juftijication of your account of the 
Weftmifijicr buiinefs, in the very preface of which 
^ou advanced the falfhood, that you were ready /a 
n^ouch the authenticity of it, I called upon you in 
print the day after its publication. In your letter of 
Jan. 16 you declared, ** the Weftminfter bufmefs | 
ihall referve for my future letter." Another letter 
now appears, which neither mentions, nor promifes, 
any thing on that fubje£l. Now you trifle with the 
public J before you dared to impofe. 

ypu^ iay, *' it is not my intention here to opci| 
*^ any account with you on the fcore of private du^* 
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"* TTkBSer : idduit refpea the public have kindly 
" pafied an a£l of infolvency in your favour." I be- 
lieve indeed you will not chufe to open any account on 
fcore of fri'vate cbaraSer^ A gentleman in holy , 
dfders^ whofe hand appears to teflify his belief of the 
articles of the church of England, the leail moral, the 
leaft conicientioi;s of men, whofe life has paiFed in a 
conHant, diredi oppofition to the purity and precepts 
of the Gofpel, whofe creed from the firfl article in it 
10 the lad is known to be non credo ^ fuch a perfon 
with wonderful prudence chufes not to open afri ac- 
count on tbi fcore of pri*oatf charaSier, I do hot 
mean j Sir, to be impertinent enough to a public, 
whom I refpedl, to defcend to thofe particulars $i 
private life, in which they are not interefted, either 
to accufe you, or to defend myielf. The frailties,, 
of which I have repented, I will not ju^fy. I Will 
not even plead with Horace, 

l^ec lujtffi pudit^fed non incidere ludum ; 

but I hope to redeem and bury in oblivion every ^paft 
folly by great and virtuous actions, by real fervices to 
my country. 

. Your letter of yeflerday contains no charge, al- 
though it promiies many. £very one fhall be fully 
anfwered. I have only to deflre, that your future 
letter, or letters, may appear before Midfumxner-day, 
bccaule it is poiTible that by the favour of the Livery 
of Londoi^ I may after that time be wholly eilgagtd in 
preparing for the duties of a very imjoitws^. ^^^^ 
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and the faitKfal diTchargc of the Sheriff ^s oath, not? 
that, which you fa/fjed. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LETTER II. 

SI R, 

THE motives of my condu^i, and the nature oi 
our intercourfe (for it cannot be calkd a conne£lion)^ 
vmII beft appear from the fituation of each of us at iVa 
commencement. Your motives will appear as plainly 
in its progrefs and condufion. 

When your troubles began I was in France. I 
returned to England towards the end of the year 
1 764. Shortly after, by the interefl of a neighbdur- 
ing gentleman, with whofe fon I had travelled, I re- 
ceived a promife from Mr. Levinz, late receiver-ge- 
neral of the cuftoms, that I fhould fpcedily be ap-* 
pointed one of the chaplains to his majefly, through 

the nominal application of the duke of -^ , 

with a profpeft of fuch other particular preferment as 
was fufficient to fatisfy my wifhes. 

1 was quickly informed of all the political tranfao- 
tions in England during my abfence. My expe^U-' 
tions and oppofite connexions were not fo Urong in 
me as thofe principles wiiich all who know wc 
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know T always profeffcd, long before there was a 
probability that the times would ever call them ouc 
into pra6iice% In this fituation, I did not heficate one 
moment about my condudt, but inlbintly declared my 
fentiments very freely i and during my fhoi^t Hay in 
England contributed my mite to the public caufe by 
publifhing whatever eiliiys, hints, or intelligence L 
thought might be ufeful. Among other things, I had 
written a pamphlet, which one popular bookfeller, 
after printing, declined to publiih. I aj^lied to Mr. 
Cotes, with whofe name only I was then acquainted^ 
as a perfon moil likely to dired me to a bold pub- 
lilSer. Such a one was found ; and both Mr. Cotea 
and the publifher mufl acknowledge that the only 
ilipnlations between us were, that my name (bould 
remain a ieaet, unlefs the p|ynphlet was called in 
queftion : in that cafo the publifher had his choice 
either to be indemnified by me, or to give up tny 
name for bis own fecurity, if he did not chufe to riik 
the confequences of the profecution. 

In the year 1765 another neighbouring gentleman 
applied to me to go to Italy with his Ton : I em- 
braced his offer. Faffing through Paris, I delivered 
fome letters to you from Mr. Cotes ; amongft other?, 
one of thofe letters from Mr. Onflow, which yojj^ 
have fince publifhed. Though this was the firfl lime 
we ever faw each other, you exacted from me, with 
very cameft entreaty, a ^romift of correfpondence. 
I thought you at that time fmcerely public-fpirited, 
and a man of honour -, I mean that fort of honour 
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which, thongh it does not reflrain from bad, pre 
rents men from being guilty of mean actions, 
wrote to you from Montpelier ; and left from m; 
ilppearance you (hould miftake my fituation, and ex 
fc&. confidcrabJe fervices from me, I thought it pro 
per to inform you, that I was only a poor countr 
dergyman, whofe fitoatlon, notwithflanding his zeal 
would never enable him to perform any confiderabl 
(ervice either to you or the public. Having toM yo 
my pfofeffion, I difdaimed in a joking manner tho( 
vices which, from the dependent fituation of it*8 pro 
feflbrs, are too frequently attendant on it — I meai 
hypocrify, fervility; and an abjed attention to privat 
intereft. Receiving no anfwer, I did not repeat m; 
folly : and upon a fecond vifit to you at Paris, in mj 
return from Italy to Qjpgland in the year 1 767^ '. 
iaw reafons fulEcient never more to truft you with i 
fingle line ; for I found that all the private letters 
your friends were regularly palled in a book, am 
read over indifcriminatelyy not only to your friend 
^d acquaintance, but to every vifitor. In tliisfecon 
viilt at Paris you reproached me for not keeping mi 
promife of correfpondence, and fwore you had no 
received my letter. I was very well contented, the 
I did not believe your excufe, and hugged myielf u 
the reflexion that I had furniOied you with only oi> 
opportunity of treachery. This letter you copiei 
fome months, and fhewed it about to numbeno 
people with a menace of publication if I dared u 
interrupt you. And yet you cannot pretend to ju^ 
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yourfelf by faying, that it contains any promhes which 
have not been abundantly fulfilled. So far from 
promi^ng affiftance, if I have any memory, it declares 
an inability to affift. Yoa will not fay that I courted 
yon io your profperity, and forfo^k.you in advcrfity ; 
you will not fay that I have been ungrateful, or that 
1 ever received any favours at your hands. I found 
you in the mofl hopekfs ftate : an outlaw ; plunged 
in the ileepeft diftrefs ; overwhelmed with debt and 
difgrace ; forfaken by all your friends, and (hunned 
hy every thing that called itfelf a gentleman, at a 
time when very honeft men who could diftinguiih be- 
tween you and yourcaufe, and who feared r.o danger, 
yet feared the ridicule attending a probable defeat. 
Happily we fucceeded, and I leave you by repeated 
cleft ions the legal Reprefentative of Middlcfex, an 
Alderman of London, and about thirty thoufand 
pounds richer than when firfl I knew you ; myfelf 
by many degrees poorer than I was before ; and I 
pretend to have been a little inilrumental in all thefe 
changes of your fituation. 

I make no other refleflion on your behaviour 
refpefting my letter, than barely to fay that thofe 
who (hall attempt to palliate or juftify it, will want a 
j unification themfelves. Publi(h it however when* 
you will. I am confident, as indeed I have likewife 
been afiared by many to whom you have fhewn it, 
that there is nothing in the letter of which I need to 
1)0 afhamed^ unlels there are any compliments to 
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yoa ; of every thing of that kind your fabl 
Gondud has indeed made rae moil heartily alha 

JOHN HOE 
To Mr. JOHN W I L K E 

LETTER III. 

SIR, 

M Y firft employment on my return to I 
wastorecondie you with Mr. Cotes, whom 1 1 
you treated in bis misfortunes with a barbaroui 
titude : And at Paris I explained to you my fen 
on the fubjed, as freely as a ilranger cod 
wifhed not to offend you. 

From this time till your arrival in England 
out hints in the papers of your intention to ofFc 
felf a candidate at the enfuing general ele^ion 
endeavoured, with as much art as I was ma 
to Jet them be jufl flrong enough to make the 
wilhed you well fuppofc the event poifible, ^ 
being fo ilrong as to make thofe who feared 
event fuppofe it probable. 

From the time I left you at Paris in i '](>'] 
no communication with you of any kind wh. 
nor did I upon your arrival in England in 1 7^ 
pay you a vifit, till it was very evident you 1: 
your eleftion in the city. Then indeed I went 
becaufe I knew I could be ufeful to you in Mid 
and 1 did then and do Aill think that there 
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nediod by which I could do greater fenrke to the 
{>Qblic9 than by efpoufing your cauie; which the 
weaknefs and wkkednefi of our court had made, to 
a certain degree, the caufe of every Englifhman. 

Befides fome credible information which I had re- 
ceived fince I firfi iaw you concerning your charader, 
and the danger which my fecond viiit had (hewn me 
there was in your correfpondence, a particular tranf- 
adion had made me forbear any communication^ with 
you, though my fentiments of your caufe remained 

nualtered. In Odober 1766, you came over to 

England privately : My brother-in-law, Mr. Wild- 
«nan, accidentally met you in the ilreet near his own 
honk in Argyk- Buildings, in company with your bro- 
ther Mr. Heaton Wilkes : Mr. Wildman exprefling 
hu furprize to iee you, you told him you were di- 
Xh-efled to find fome place where you might fafely lay 
hid from fear of the outlawry : He offered you his 
own hottfe ; where you ftayed till you went back again 
Co France. You reprefented to him your fituation in 
France, which made it proper for yon to endeavour 
by little prefents, Sec. to pleaie your friends there to 
whom you had obligations ; and requefted him to pro- 
^ire for you certain articles, to the value of forty 
pounds; and to fend them direded for your friend 
Monfieur Sainte Foy at Paris ; to whofe hands you 
faid they would come without difficulty, examination, 
or interruption, he being fecretary to the French mini- 
fter, and great treafurer of the marine ; and you 
promifcd that Mr. Wildman's bills for the moncY l\t 
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ihould lay oat on thefe articles (hould be paid 
Mr. Wildman executed your commifilon 
zeul of a friend, and chofe to delay receiving 
ney till fome months after, when he wr»s himf^ 
through Paris. In September 1767 he v\ 
you at Paris : He hoped he had executed y 
million to your fatisfadion : You denied thz 
tides had ever been received. He a/ked 
xnuft do ; and whether, if any accident had h 
it mull be his lofs ? You replied, that he 
upon Monf. Sainte Foy. Mr. Wildman thei 
you to let him have my clothes which I bad 
you at Paris ; becaufe 1 fhouid not leave Er 
foon as I had before intended, and when 
abroad fhouid not take the route of Paris : Y( 
voured to diffuade him from charging himfelf 
clothes, becaufe of the great rigor of our 
Hoafc } and when you could not deter him, 
mifed he fhouid have them foon. Mr. Wildi 
to Monf. Sainte Foy, was admitted, and tol< 
caufe of his vifit ; Monf. Sans Foy pretendc 
could not underlland either his French or hij 
Mr. Wildman went down Stairs to call his 
place, who underllood both languages wel 
he would have gone into the room again 
Sainte Foy, his valet- de-chajnbre faid — " 
mafter is not at home." In vain Mr. Wi 
filled, he had quitted his mafler but that i 
call in his interpreter ; the fervant perfifte 
f* His mafler was not at hom^*" and Mr. 



{ 37 ) 

Cbuld only procure a repetlflon of tlie (kmfe anAver. 
Mr. Wildman returned to Mr. Wilkes^s houfe ; ^tif. 
Wilkes was " not at home." He repeated his viiits, — 
Mr. Wilkes was " not at home." At length he was 
informed that Mr. Wilkes was gone to his houfe in 
the country : Mr. Wildman went thither after you ; 
and you promifed to come to Paris the next day and 
fettle all matters ; Mr. Wildman returned to Paris 
with a Moiif. Goy, a name well known in England 
and in France, and a conftant companion of Mr. 
Wilkes. M. Goy told Mr. Wildman, ** He might 
as well fave himfelf the trouble of his vifits, he would 
get neither money nor clothes j for that Mr. Wilkes 
was exceedingly diftreffed and had been forced lately 
to pawn the clothes." The next day a note was left 
at Mr. Wildman's hotel with Mr. Wilkes's name. 
Mr. Wildman immediately on the receipt of it, at 
noon, went to Mr. Wilkes^s Lodgings. The fervants 
faid, Mr, Wilkes was in the countjy. Mr. Wildman 
then went to Meff. Foley and Panehaud, the bankers, 
and not finding any mopey left there for him as you 
had by letter promifed him there fhould be, he per- 
ceived that Mr. Goy had told him truth, and that he 
was tricked and laughed at, and therefore iaftantly 
q&itted Pari . — Such was the return which you his 
•* affectionate friend" made to my brother your hcf- 
pitabie friend, for ** Obligations which made it im- 
poffiblc for you to exprefs the feelings of your grati- 
tude," and for " Favours received under his roof, of 
which you prpmifed an e;ernal remembrance,"" 
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Mr. Wildman has fince made the proper enquiries^ 
and finds that the goods he was commiflioned by yo» 
to procure were duly delivered. For my own part I 
never made the leafl enquiry after my clothes, but 
have received a letter within the laft three months from? 
Mr. Panchaud, informing me that they have long 
been in his poilbi&on. 

Though the extreme meannefs of thus filching what 
you might have received freely as a gift, infpired me 
with infinite contempt for the very name of Mr. 
WilkeSy yet compafiion for the wretchedneis of your 
fituation took away from me all kind of refentment ; 
and tho* I was determined never to be conneded with 
the man, I was ready to lay down my life in the caufe. 

I have mentioned thefe circumflances not as any 
charges againft you, tho' no doubt they will operate 
as fuch s but merely to prove by fa6b what was fi-om 
the beginning the nature of my intercourfe with you, 
and what mufl have been my motiyes at the time of 
its commencement. 

JOHN HORNE. 

To the Rev. Mr. HORN E. 

SIR, Princess Courts Saturday, May I ^. 

YOUR frfi letter, of May 14, told me that yoa 
*/ blamed my public condu6l, and would not open any 
** account with me on the fcore of private charader." 
A third letter is this day addrefiTed to me. Not a 
word hitherto " of my public conduft/* but m2ay 
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lalfe and maligBBat atcaclu about Mr Wildman, jota 
brachcr-in-Uw, who fbnnerly kept the Bedford bead 
ID SonChamptOD -Street, CovcDt-Garden, and your eld 
tlitbet. The public will impute the impertinence of 
fuch ft dtfpute to it'i anchor, and pardoQ my calling 
(beir attcatioa for a few moments co fcenei of fo tri- 
Aii^ m namre. becaoTe it ii in julUficatioa of ao inoo- 
«ent man. 

When you left Parii in May 1767, you defired me 
to take care of yout »ld chthti, for you meant to re- 
turn in a few moDths, and they could be of no ufe to 
yoa in England. The morning of your departure 
700 feot me the fbUowing lettet : 

" Dear Sir, 
" According to yoarpeimiffion I leave with yoa 
I fuit of fcarlet and gold J j -l 
I fuit of white and fitver \ 

I fuit of blue and filvei camblet 

z fuit of flowered lilk 
I fuic of black filk 
snd I black velvet lurtout 

" If you have any fellow-feeling yon cannot but be 
kind to them ; fince they too aa well at yourfelf are , 
outlawed in Et^Iand ; and on the iiune account— 
their fuperior worth. I am. 
Dear Sir, 

Your very affeaionace. 
Humble Servant, 
■ Paris Majr 75, 1767. John Home." 
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Th's letter I rtturned to yoa at the King's Bench; 
nnd at the bottom of it the ioUowing memorandum 
in my own hand-writing: '* Nov. 21, 1767, fent 
" to Mr. Panchaud's in the Rue St. Sauvcur." I 
left Paris Nov. 22, 1767, and therefore thought it 
proper the day before to fend your clothes nA:hert 
i was fure they would be perfeftly Mc^ to Mr. 
Panchaud's, the great Englifh banker's. They re- 
mained in my houfe. Rue des Saints Peres, only 
from May till the November following, nor \vas »ny 
demand or requeft made to me about thenj by Mr. 
Wildraan, or any one elfe. The llory of Monfieur 
Coy is 1 am perfuaded an abfolute falfliood. You are 
forced to own, ** I have received a letter within the 
'^ lall three months from Mr. Panchaud, informing me 
** that tiiey (the clothes) have long been in his pof- 
*' feffion." Examine the banker's books : You will 
£nd the date is Nov. 21, 1767. You fay, •* For 
** my own part I never made the leaft enquiry after 
" my clothes." I fuppofe for the plaineft reafon 
in the world : You knew where they were, and 
that they could be no part of a clergyman's dreis in 
England, but that you were fure of fo rich a- tuard' 
robe on your next tour to France or Italy, as Paris 
vrould probably be your rout. This is all I know 
of the Vtftmenta fretiofa of Eutrapelus, I hope, S\t^ 
the putting them on will not h:;¥C the fame effedl on 
yea as formerly on him. 
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Cam futcrU twmeii fumet nova confilia et Tpes ; .. 

IDormieE ia lucem ; fcarta poUponeC hooefium 
Officium ; nummoi aHenos fafctt. 

Yoar charge aboac your brocber-in-law Mr. Wild- 
man is equally unjult. When 1 was in fnghnd in 
in Oflober 1 766, I lodged at Mr. WUdman's houfe 
in Argyle-Buildingi, on his own moll prefSng invi- 
tation. I had long known him, and for fcveral yean 
belonged to a club, which met once a week ac the 
Bedford-head. Mr. Wildman defited to be confidered 
at this time as the warm partifan of Mr. Wilkes, 
He begged that he might be ufefal as far as he 
could to me and my frierds, I ^fked him to buy 
a little Welch horfe for a lady in France, to whom 
I was defirouj of paying a compliment. I fixed 
the price, and infilled on paying him at that very 
time, which I did. About a }ear afLeiwaids Mr. 
Wildman fulfilled my commilTion, purchafed me 
a Welch poney, and fent it to Calais. This was the 
'fing'e tranfaftion of my own with your brother-in- 
law at that time. I gave him two or three trifling 
cominiffions from Monfieur Sainit /Vy for arrack, to. 
which were to be forwarded to Paris. I believe they 
were lent, but they never p;ijl'ed through my hands, 
Dor do I know whether Mr. Wildman has yet been 
paid for thofe trifles, the whole of which amounted 
only, as he told me, to about thirty pounds. 

YouT endeavours to create a coolnefi between Mr. 
Cotes and me are clsarly feea thro', and will prove 
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indfeflual. Yoa made the {ame attcApt on the kle 
Mr. i>terne and me with the (axne fuooeTt. In your 
letter to me at Paris, dated Jan« 3, 17669 you (ay» 
I paiTed a week with Sterne at Lyons, and am to 
meet him again at Sienna in the Aunmer— J^orgive 
** my queflioQ, and do not anfwer it, if it is imper- 
** tinent. h there any caufe of coldnefs between 
yoa and Sterne ? He fpeaks very handfomdy of 
yoa, when it is abfolutely neceflary tofpeak at all ; 
** but not with thsX nuarmtb and enthufiafm, that I 
expert from every one that knows you. Do not 
let me caufe a coldnefs between you if there it 
** none. I am fenfible my queftion is at leaft impni- 
•* dent, and my jcaloufy blameabie/* 

In your fecond letter you fay, *• The nature of oar 
** intircour/e, for it cannot be called a conneSioni** 
and afterwards, '' In my return from Italy to England 
*' in the year 1 767 I faw reafons fufficient never emrt 
** to trufi yu *wifJb afinglt line ;** and in your third 
letter you pretend that you had, even in 1 767, '* in- 
** finite contempt for the very name of Mr. Wilkes.** 
However, on the 17th of lafl May, you wrote me 
another letter on my going to Fulham, whik my 
houfe here was repairing, to recommend ^jt tradef- 
men to me, to tell me* how moft fincerely yoo were 
mine, &c. You add, *' I could not forbear (hewing 
my friendflnp to you by letting you know yoar 
friends.'* You will find. Sir, that it requires mors 
memory as well as wit than falls to one man*s 
ihare to fupport a long chain of Mhoods. Yoa ax« 
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lofl and bcwitdered in the iotricacj'es of error. Tbe 
path of truth you would fiud moie cafy and honour- 
able. 

Von aflert, " I fonod that all the private letters of 
" your friends were regularly palled in a book, and 
** read over uidilcriniiDately, not only to your friendt- 
" and acquaintance, but to every vifitor." I glory, 
$ir, in having four lar^ volumes of mannfcript let- 
tert, many of them written by the £rA men of thi* 
age. I efieem them iny moft raluable poiTeffion. 
Why it the pleafure of an ekgaac and inflrudive epif- 
tie to perilh with the hour it a received ? To the' 
care and atceation of Cicero's friends in piefcrvhig. 
that great Roman'i lettera we owe the befi hiltory of 
Rome for a moft inteKfting period of about fortj 
years. You miftake when you talkof ii//ri«/rrvWp 
ktttri of juiT ftittidt. My care bai extended only 
to let-en of particular friends on particular occdions, 
or to letters of bufinelj, talle, or literature. The 
originals of fuch I have preferved ( never any copies 
of my own letters, unlefs when I wrote to a fecretary- 
of ftaie, to a Talbot, a Martin, or a Home. Wbeiv 
you add, '* that they are read over indilcrirainatelyr 
** not only to your friends and acquaintance, but 
" to evtry vifitor," you knowingly advance a falf- 
hood. So much of your time has pafled with me, 
that you are fen^ile very few of my friendt hnve ever 
heard of the volumes I mentioned. The prefervacioa 
of a letter it fuiely a compliment to the writer. But 
altho* X approve Has ptefcrvationt in general I highly 
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difapprore the publication of any pifivate Ieft( 
However, there arc cafes which jnllly call them f( 
to light. Mr. Onflow's firft letter was after great 
portunity from you printed by me, to juftify what 
had faid at Epfom. The fecond you printed, w 
out my^confent, from a copy I fufFered you to t2 

The pamphlet you mention has not yet been / 
lijhed, I have now before me the copy, corre< 
with your own hapd, which you gave me at P: 
The following paffage I am fare you will read at 
time with particular fatisladion, and I referve it 
you, pour la bonne bouche, 

" We have feen, by Mr. Wilkci^ treatment, i 
'' no roan who is not, and who has not always b 
** abfolutely perfed himfelf, muft dare to arn 
•* the meafures of a miniflcr. 

•* It is not fufficient that he pay an InviiDlable xt\ 
** to the laws j that he be a man of the llridefl and r 

unimpeached honour; that he be endowed with 

perior abilities and qualifications ; that he be b'c 
** with a benevolent, geneious, noble, free foul; tha 
•* be inflexible, incorruptible, and brave ; that he pr 
** infinitely the public w elfarc to his own intereft, pc 
•* and fafety ; that' his life be ever in his hand, 
** dy to be paid down cheartuily for the liberty ol 
•* country j and that he be dauntlcfs and unwea 
** Jn her fervice.— ^Ail this avails him nothing. 

** If it can be proved (though by the bafe m< 
** of treachery and tbeft) that in fome ungual 
*V wanton hour he has urt^red an indecent word; 
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*' penned a loore wtpreEon Awsjr with fudi a 

*' fellow from the enith ;— 'ic is not fit that he 
V fliouldlivc." 

I am, SIR, 

Your hii-rible Semiiit, 

JOHN WILKES. 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LETTER IV. 

SI R, 
DURING the cityrcleftion many wortiy mer- 

<:haiHs having generoufl/ come forward to youf affift- 
ance, and fome of them being men of the moll rigid 
morality, you thought ir proper to adopt the language 
of a penitent : To the one yon talked of " Saul tran*- 
" formed into St, ^ul j" to another you were more 
poetical, and told him that '' iuthetto youi life muR 
•' be conCdered as only beating the bloffomi, and that 
" the public might now ejcpeft from you ihe/mrz/j.-'* 
And you talked of the faUiei of your youth, ai 
if you had not been at that time between firty and 
fifty, and aa if /ff/^ was all that could be alleged a- 
gainfl: you. I believe you did not impofe upon many; 
the greater part dpfpifrd the hypocrite, who before 
abhorred the rogue : But however fome might be de- 
ceived, your conduit did not fuffer me even for a few 
4ays to liippoC; you a changeling. 

Od Tuifday morning, M-irch z j, 1 763, 1 paid yoa 
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the &rR, viiit In London. On Wedntfiay I iniertel 
<wo advertifemeots levelled at the old menbers for 
Middlefex : For one of which the imprudent haftine6 
of Sir J. Gibbons made that gentleman afterwards 
publifh my name. On Thurfdirf you fet out with me 
to canvas the weftern part of the county. Returning 
in the evening to Brentford, I found there Mr. 
T— r-n, whofe name I did not then know : He had 
been appointed by your committee of the city to fe- 
cure fome houfes at Brentford for the day of theele^ion : 
He could get none, becaufe he was totally unknown : 
He applied to me, and appointed me to meet him on 
Saturday evening at the King's Arms, where the com- 
mittee would fettle cvtry thing with me relative to the 
houfes . On Friday X procured two inns for the purpofc ; 
and engaged myfelf to them to pay theezpences which 
fhould be incurred ; and this was neceiTary, becaufe if 
jrott had loft youreleftion the peo^e could eaflly forefee 
you would again have fled the country, and they would 
have loft their money. On Saturday in the evening I 

waited on the committee : Mr. T n was abfent : 

I told them my bufinefs, and defired only that the 
rilk of the uncertain expences at Brentford on the 
day of ele£^ton might be underftood to be equal be- 
tween us, * becaufe I was not fufficient to bear the 
whole, and fuch a lofs might undo me. They were 
perfed ftrangers to me ; the committee was diftra£ted 
with variety of bufinefs ; all was confufion; and the^ 
treated me very cavalierly, as they would have don^ 
a (harper who was d>me to iinpofe upon them by 
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Etire pretracM : The c h ai nm a n , Mr. J. J—, a gen- 
tlemao of chua&et and a man ot butaads. not htr* 
wg [aa he has fince informed me) been acquiouA 
with tbe ciicflmllancqi, and knowiag dut Mr. T--'n 
had been appointed to look after the houfe), very 
properly, thimgh abruptly, bad me quit the room ; 
£>ying, " Sitxx hou&i are ptocuied, that ii fufficicnt 
for us, and we have Doching to do with you or yoai 
tngagemenQ." I quitted tlie room ; litfl telling them 
that they were milkken in fuppoling they had the 
bonletlafi:, and therefore might leave me to bear the 
burthen ; that I was not ^uite fo fbotilh ai they 
feetned to imagine i if they would not make tt a joint 
ri&, I viu Sill able to lave myfelF, for that I very 
ivell knew Sir William Beancfaamp ProQor and Mr. 
Cooke would be very gUd to take the houfes oW my 
hands, and to acknowledge the obligation. You had 
hitherto fat filent ; but being alarmed at my laA 
words, which I threw out to alarm them, and to 
make them join with me in the riik, you (bliowed 
me, and led me together with Mr. inco an- 
other room i you caught me by the hands, and (iip* 
plicated me moll eameflly not to be offended at fuch 
" creatures'* as your committee ; you fwore I (hould 
nm no hazard ; that you had more than money 
enough at your banker's, and would that moment 
give me a draft for^/itix hundred pmndi. 

I replied — " Sic, I waa not at all offended before, 
" but I am now : I fee yoir think me a dupe i becaufe 
" it is Saturday evening, and your eleflion comei on 
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*' on Monday morning, you offer me a draft on 
*' your banker for fifteen hundred poundsy when I know 
•* you have not f/u en-pence in the world. It is you 
** that treat me ill, not they. I am not duped. Sir, 
•* and I defire I may at leaft have the honour of doing 
•* what I do with my eyes open. Go back and look 
"after them J give yourfelf no concern about mc; I 
" (hall aft in the fame manner as if they had engaged 
** with me. The die is call : if I bad not thought 
** tliat all was at flake on the fuccefs of your eledion, 
*' I fhould not have come forward at all ; and having 
•• once begun in it, nothing fhall (lop me." 

The faccefs of the eledlion is known ; the gentle- 
men afterwards excufed themfelves to me for a beha- 
viour for which their good intention entirely jufbfied 
them ; and the committee paid the expences. 

JOHN HORNE. 

To the Rev. Mr. HORNE. 

SIR, 

1 N your fecond letter to Mr. Wilkes, printed in 
the Public Advertifer on Thurfday, May the i6th, 
you are plcafcd to fay, " Amongft other things I bad 
written apamphlet, which one popular bookfeiler, after 
printing, declined to publifh. I applied to Mr. Cotes 
as a perfon mod likely to direft me to a bold pul>. 
lifher ; fuch a one was found, arid both Mr. Cotes 
and the publilher muft acknowledge, that the only 
llipulation between us were> that my name ihould re** 
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hi&in a (kret, unlets the pamphlet was called in qoeT* 
tion : In that Cafe the publi(her had his choice, either 
to be indemnified by me, or to give op my name for 
his own fccurity^ if he did not chafe to rifk the con- 
fequences of the profecution.*' 

As I am called upon by you in the public papers, 
I think the public have a right to every information 
in my power, and I (hall ftrifUy adhere to truths re- 
membering from the book» diat " Truth endureth, 
and is always llrong ; it liveth and conquereth for 
evermore/' It is true that you applied to me to re- 
commend a printer to you for a pamphlet you brought 
me to perufe. You may recoiled that J was extreme.y 
fhy of you, nor would 1 enter into any private con- 
verfation with you till on the third vifit. This caution 
was owing to the particular drcumllancesof the times : 
I had jufl before itood forward in fupport of an honeft 
man, wJho was condemned to the pillory for re-pub- 
lifhing the North Briton, No« 45. I had rtki^dit an 
handfome collcdion for him under the pilfory in 
Palace-yard. General Warrants had not then re- 
ceived their formal condemnation; nor were the 
houfes of Engliihmen freed from the vification of ie- 
Crecaries of fiate, king^s mdTengers, folicitors, law- 
derl^s, &c. &c. My behaviour had drawn upon me 
the indignation of thofe in power, and fpies and mef- 
fengers furtounded my hode. In that Situation com- 
mon prudence dictated to fufpedl every man who 
came to me without a panicular recommendation, 
in which predicament you then ftood^ as I did noc 
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•' on Monday morning, you offer me a draft on 
*' your banker ^ox fifteen hundred pounds^ when I know 
•* you have not Jif teen-pence in the world. It is you 
** that treat me ill, not they. I am not duped. Sir, 
*' and I defire I may at leafl have the honour of doing 
•* what I do with my eyes open. Go back and look 
** after them; give yourfelf no concern about mc; I 
** fhall adt in the fame manner as if they had engaged 
** with me. The die is cafl : if I had not thought 
** that all was at flake on the fucccfs of your eledion, 
** I fhould not have come forward at all ; and having 
•• once begun in it, nothing fhall flop me." 

The faccefs of the eledlion is known ; the gentle- 
men afterwards excufed themfelves to me for a beha- 
viour for which their good intention entirely jufbfied 
them; and the committee paid the expences. 

JOHN HORNE. 

To the Rev. Mr. HORNE, 

SIR, 

1 N your fecond letter to Mr. Wilkes, printed m 
the Public Advertifer on Thurfday, May the i6th, 
you are plcafcd to fay, " Amongfl other things I had 
written apamphlet, which one popular bookfeller, after 
printing, declined to publifh. I applied to Mr. Cotes 
as a perfon mofl likely to diredl me to a bold pub. 
lifher ; fuch a one was found, arid both Mr. Cotes 
and the publifher mufl acknowledge, that the only 
ftipulation between us were, that my name ihould re^ 
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in&in a kcrtt, uttlefs the pamphlet was called in qaeT- 
tioii : In that Cafe the publiflier had his choice, either 
to be indemnified by me, or to give up my name for 
his own fccurity^ if he did not chafe to rifk the con- 
fequences of the profecution.** 

As I am called upon by yoa !a the public papers, 
I think the public hate a right to tvery information 
in my power, and I (hall ftri^y adhere to truths re- 
membering from the book» that " Tnttb endureth, 
and is always llrong ; it liveth and conquereth for 
evermore.^* It is true that you applied to me to re- 
commend a printer to you for a pamphlet you brought 
me to perufe. You may recoiled that I was extreme.y 
fhy of you, nor would 1 enter into any private con- 
verfation with you till on the third vifit. This caution 
was owing to the particular circumllancesof the times : 
I had jufl before ftood forward in fupport of an honeft 
man, who was condemned to the pilkny for re-pub- 
lilhing the North BHton, No« 45. I had m^de an 
handfome colledtion for him under the pilbry in 
Palace-yard. General Warrants had not then re- 
ceived their formal condemnation; nor were the 
houfes of Engliihmen freed from the viikation of fe* 
tretaries of fiate, king^s mefTengers, folicitors^ law- 
derks, &c. &c. My behaviour had drawn npon wt 
the indignation of thx>fe in power, and fpies and mef- 
fen£ers furrounded my houfe. In that fituation com- 
mon prudence diflattd to fufpefl every man who 
came to me without a panicular recommendation, 
in which predicament you then ^ood^ as I did not 
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• then evciv know your name ; however I afterwaTd 
engaged a printer, and I believe you gave him yoa 
. name by way of indemnification, and you foon afte 
left England. I know of no other flipulation. Afte 
your departure, I thought the honeit man would rm 
too great a rifk by publilhing in your abfence ; i 
therefore took the whole impreflion from him, am 
paid him for the priming. [ do cot recoiled^ yoi 
have repaid me, nor do I deflre it ; but the pamphle 
was never publiflied. 

I ceitainly was the firil peribn that introduced yoa 
to Mr. Wilkes*s acquaintance ; and I have latelji 
lamented, and declared my concern in many public 
companies, that I had fo done ; but when I confid«r 
your imall fervices in the Middlefex eledlion, and the 
very great ones you have done him by your latft attacks 
in the public papers, I begin to alter my opinion. 

As you have made free with my name, you moft 
give me leave to make fome remarks upon your pub- 
lic condudl, of Vv^hich I formerly had a tolerable good 
opinion. 1 found no alteration in you reipcfting 
Mr. Wilkes until he was eleded Alderman. From 
that period (for reafons you befl know) your friendfhip 
cooled, and every fucccfs of his afterwards was appa- 
rently received by you with diflike ; and I found 
that the great public caufe was to fuffer from your 
private pique to him in the bufmefs of the MiddlefeJ: 
petition ; for after that nueafure was determined upon 
at the Mile-End affembly-room, Mr. Wilkes gave yoii 
a draft of a petition, the fubjjed matter of which was 



fconAned merely to the violated rlghtj of theeleflors 
of England in general, and to ihofe of the coauty of 
Middlefcx in particular ; his opinion being, that ge- 
neral inveilives againit the king's government and 
Jhinillers, paft and prefent, would only furrilh a 
pretext to avoid the decifion of the grand queftion— ■ 
the right of eleflion— And I firmly believe if that 
mode of petitioning had been adopted, not one county, 
or fcarcely one borough in England, would have been 
backward in fupport of the catiie ; but you afted upon 
very different grounds; for, afier pretending to prepare 
a petition more to the purpofe, you amufed your 
friends for more than three weeks, without producing 
enclire. At length I was fo much hp.rraffcd by many 
freeholdersof my acquaintance, that 1 determined to 
apply to Mr. WtlkeB, then in the Kir.g's Bench pri- 
fon. I found Mr. Bellas with him, who then cen- 
fured your condufl in the ftrongeft terms. We went 
from thence to Mr. Samuel Vaughan, who, we ua- 
derflood, had a petition of yours m his polTellion de* 
fliaed for the city of London. We found him at thtf 
Jamaica coffee houfe. Mr. Vaughan rcfufcd Mr. Bel- 
las a fight of tliat petition, which occafioned very 
high woids between therm. I then Waited upon Mr, 
Walpole Eyre, the chairman of the ccmmitcee ap- 
pointed at the Mile-End meeting, to defire his per. 
Diiffion, with che conftnt of Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Bel- 
las, to call the freeholders together at the Crown and 
Anchor in the Strand to confider of the petition. 
1'his I publiihed immcdialcly in the papers. Sick- 
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cefs preventing my attending, tht company then pre^ ' 
fcnt can bed account for your behaviour at that meeo 
ing. You may recoiled that you afterwards ezprefled 
yourfelf highly diflatisfied with me for that meafurej 
which I did not regard, being deterinined to keep a 
watch over you, as your condud had made ihe very 
fufpicious. Another meeting was afterwards had, as 
I am informed, at the Three Tuns in Spittlefields, 
when the petition was agreed to by the committee 3 
and in confequence a meeting of the freeholders con- 
vened at the Mile-£nd alTembly room at eleven o*ctoek 
to hear, approve* and fign it. — Mr. Martin has hi- 
formed me that you did not bring the petition to him 
at his hpufe near Leiceiler fields until twelve 0* clock 
that 'very day ; and it was paft two before yoa and 
Mr. Martin arrived at the aiTembly-room at Mile-End. 
Many of the freeholders were gone away, much dif* 
gufled at your conduct. You befl know whether \i 
was your defign to defeat the petition, and to jftoptKe 
fpirit of petitioning in it^s rife or not ; the public will 
make their own refiediions. 

Again, when the petition of the county of Snrrey 
was in agitation, a gentleman of the committee apr 
phed to you for a draft, which you gave him. He. 
ihewed it to me; and I cannot conceive, that if yoa 
intended the bufinefs fhould have fucceeded at the ge« 
neral meeting of the county, you would ever hiivt 
given him fuch a draft. When I read it, I own I wai 
aftonifhed, becaufe I then thought you did not want 
abilities to do better. I then told the gentleman that 
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J was certain no man of confequence in the counter 
would even hear of fuch an abfurd compofition. This 
I repeated to you at Vauxhall previous to our going 
to Epfom, and afterwards in the coffee-room there. 
You may recoiled that I told you before feveralgen* 
tlemen, that you *' wanted to injure the great cauie^ 
*' but chat it was above your match." Notwithfland- 
sng all which, you read this very extraordinary per- 
formance on the Bowling-Green as your onvn, though 
you had previoufly given it to the gentlemen i and 
you had thye mortification to find it totally rejected. | 
leave the impartial public to ju^ge of your condud in 
this buiineis ; for my owl l art, ic explained your real 
intientions fo dearly, tliac I have not iince had the 
}eaft doubt of your true charader. 

As you. Sir, have made the tour of Europe twice, 
you muft, doubtlefs, have formed your opinion on the 
difference between free and deipotic govjer^iments. I, 
from a frequent intercpurfe w'ith a iieighbouring na- 
tion, have been taught the value of that ineflimable 
jewel LIBERTY. Tl^ofe npw-unbappy people were 
once as free as us ; but by the treai^ery and pfdEU 
gacy of the gr/sat, and the wi]es and arts of wicked 
fnen and amiets, are now reducpd to a wretched 
fiate of flavery . In fome, indeed, the fpirit of free* 
dom ^li remains, and psany noble and meritorious 
efforts have lately been mad^ to recover what their 
^qefton have fo iha^iefully loft ; but in vain ; they 
can only rattle and bite their chains in anguiib. If 
ever that ibould b^ the /ace (in an evil hour) of this 
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dear country. It needs not the fpirlt of prophecy t^ 
divine, that though our rallies (hould be filled with 
plenty, they will ceafe to laugh or fing. 

Mr. Wilkes's p jblic condud has given me the moft 
convincing y^rooi of his love for this country; and 
that he is tue true watchman of conflitutional liberty. 
His late attenti«)n to the antient and undoubted 
rights and franchifc; of the people in genera], and of 
tiie city of London in particular, both with refpcft to 
frd"- warrants and the fcizure of the printers, will do. 
liim immortal honour, as they will refledl the higheft 
tliij^rr.ce on thofe who bafcly withdrew themfelvcs 
when tliefe moll cfTcntial points were agitated. Thefe, 
added to his former merit, will place him above the 
reach of envy, and convince every honefl, indepen- 
dent Englilhman, that thofe little fiiafts which are 
aimed at him arife either from low jealoufy, or meaQ 
idf interell ; the latter has, to the difgrace of it, been 
the charaderiflic of this country for a long time. 
Thank Heaven, however, there are fome few excep- 
tions. I fmcerely wi(h I could with propriety rank 
you amongft them. It has given me great concern, 
to fii d fuch a defedion amongft thofe who call them* 
felves the Friends of Lii^erty. God knows they arc 
too many ; but I truft there iliil remains in this coun- 
try a great majority of honeit men, who will fcomto 
follow fuch unworthy examples ; and that you and 
all will find in the end, that <v:x fopuli fvox Dei, ii 
an unerring rule in England. 

"Vour humble Servant, 

HUMPHRY COTES, 
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P. S. Since the foregoing 1 have r«ad your third 
letter to Mr. Wilkes, in which you fay, " My firft 
*• employment on my return to England was to re- 
■" concile you v,ith Mr. Cotes." — I never had a quar- 
rel with Mr. Wilkes 1 never accufed him of inr 

To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Prince') Court, Wjdntfdiy, May M, 

I A M perAiaded tliere arc very few partkailars 
in your feurth letter which the public wifh that I 
fliould anfwer. You iiy, that on the Saturday before 
the firfi Middlefex elefUon, " You kd me, togecher 

■" with Mr. , into another room ; you caught 

'' me by the hands, and fupplicated me moft earneltly 
" not to be oflFended at fuch " Creature"" as your 
" committee ; you fwore I Ihould run no hazard ; that 
" yOQ had more than money enough at your banker's, 
" and would that moment give me a draft for 
" fiftien huadrtd peiatds." I had been only a few 
weeks in Ertgland, and moft certainly had at that 
time no banker. If I had made fuch a fpeech to you, 
who knew the djllrefs of my private aiiairs, inSead 
offupporting me as candidate for the county of Mid- 
dlefe^f, you ought to have applied to my ftiendi for a 
c<»nmilIion of lunacy againfl: me. Thst fingle proof 
P'ould have been fufficient. Will you pleafe, Sir, to 
fell me the banker's name, and the name of Mr. - — -, 
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•' on Monday morning, you offer me a draft on 
*' your banker ^qx fifteen hundred pounds y when I know 
•* you have not ff teen-pence in the world. It is you 
*' that treat me ill, not they. I am not duped. Sir, 
•* and I dcfire I may at leaft have the honour of doing 
** what I do with my eyes open. Go back and look 
** after them; give yourfelf no concern about mc: I 
** fhall aft in the fame manner as if they had engaged 
*• with me. The die is call : if I had not thought 
•* that all was at Hake on the fuccefs of your eledion, 
*' I fhould not have come forward at all ; and having 
•• once begun in it, nothing (hall ftop me." 

The faccefs of the eledion is known ; the gentle- 
men afterwards excufed themfclves to me for a beha- 
viour for which their good intention entirely juftified 
them ; and the committee paid the expences. 

JOHN HORNE. 

To the Rev. Mr. HORNE. 

S I R, 

I N your fecond letter to Mr. Wilkes, printed in 
the Public Advertifer on Thurfday, May the i6th, 
you are pleafcd to fay, " Amongft other things I had 
written apamphlet, which one popular book feiler, after 
printing, declined to publifh. I applied to Mr. Cotes 
as a perfon mod likely to direft me to a bold pub. 
lilhcr ; fuch a one was found, arid both Mr. Cotei 
and the publifher muft acknowledge, that the only 
ftipulation between us were, that my name fhould re- 
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ih&in a (tcr^t, uttlefs the pamphlet was called in qaeT- 
tioti : In that cafe the publiflier had his choice, either 
to be indemnified by me, or to give up my name for 
his own fccurity^ if he did not chafe to rifk the con- 
fequences of the profecution.** 

As I am called upon by yoa !a the public papers, 
I think the public hate a right to tvery information 
in my power, and I fhall ftridtly adhere to truths re- 
inesibenng from the book» that " Truth endureth, 
and is always llrong ; it liveth and conquereth for 
evermore/* It is true that you applied to me to re- 
commend a printer to you for a pamphlet you brought 
xne to perufe. You may recoiled that J was extreme.y 
fhy of you, nor would 1 enter into any private con- 
verfation with you till on the third vifit. This caution 
was owing to the particular circumllancesof the times : 
I had juH before ftood forward in fupport of an honeft 
man, who was condemned to the pillory for re-pub- 
lilhing the North Briton, No* 45. I had made an 
handfome cclledtion for him under the pilbry in 
Palace-yard. General Warrants had not then re- 
ceived their formal condemnation; nor were the 
houfes of EngKihmen freed from the viiitation of ie* 
trecaries of ftatc, king*s meflengers, folicitors^ law- 
derks, &c. &c. My behaviour had drawn npon wt 
the indignation of thofe in power, and fpies and mef- 
fengers furrounded my honie. In that fituation com- 
mon {Hudence diflattd to fufpefl every man who 
came to me without a panicular recommendation, 
in which predicament you then ^ood^ as I did not 
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•' on Monday morning, you offer me a draft on 
*' your banker for fifteen hundred pounds y when I know 
** you have nox. ff teen- fence in the world. It is you 
*• that treat me ill, not they. I am not duped. Sir, 
•* and I defire I may at Icaft have the honour of doing 
** what I do with my eyes open. Go back and look 
** after them; give yourfelf no concern about mc: I 
** fhall aft in the fame manner as if they had engaged 
*• with me. The die is call : if I had not thought 
•* that all was at Hake on the fucccfs of your eledion, 
*' I fhould not have come forward at all ; and having 
•• once begun in it, nothing (hall ftop me." 

The faccefs of the eledion is known ; the gentle- 
men afterwards excufed themfelves to me for a beha- 
viour for which their good intention entirely juflified 
them; and the committee paid the expences. 

JOHN HORNE. 

To the Rev. Mr. HORNE, 

S I R, 

I N your fecond letter to Mr. Wilkes, printed in 
the Public Advertifer on Thurfday, May the i6th, 
you are plcafcd to fay, '* Amongft other things I had 
written apamphlet, which one popular bookfeller, after 
printing, declined to publifh. I applied to Mr. Cotes 
as a perfon mod likely to direft me to a bold pub. 
lilher ; fuch a one was found, arid both Mr. Cotes 
and the publifher muft acknowledge, that the only 
ftipulation between us were, that my name fhould rC' 
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in&in a kcrtt, uttlefs the pamphlet was called in qaeT- 
tion : In that Cafe the publiflier had his choice, either 
to be indemnified by me, or to give up my name for 
his own fccurity^ if he did not chafe to riik the con- 
fequences of the profecution.** 

As I am called upon by yoa !a the public papers^ 
I think the public hare a right to every information 
in my power, and I (hall ftridtly adhere to truths re- 
membering from the book» that " Truth endureth, 
and is always llrong ; it liveth and conquereth for 
evermore/* It is true that you applied to me to re- 
commend a printer to you for a pamphlet you brought 
me to perufe. You may recoiled that J was extreme.y 
fhy of you, nor would 1 enter into any private con- 
verfation with you till on the third vifit. This caution 
was owing to the particular drcumllancesof the times : 
I had juH before ftood forward in fupport of an honeft 
man, who was condemned to the pillory for re-pub- 
lilhing the North Briton, No« 45. I had made an 
handfome ccllcdtion for him under the pilbry in 
Palace-yard. General Warrants had not then re- 
ceived their formal condemnation; nor were the 
houfes of EngKihmen freed from the viiitation of fe* 
tretaries of ftatc, king*s mdTengers, folicitors, law- 
derks, Ic. &c. My behaviour had drawn npon wt 
the indignation of thx>fe in power, and fpies and mef- 
fengers furrounded my honie. In that fituation com- 
mon prudence diflatcd to fufpefl every man who 
came to me without a panicular recommendation, 
in which predicament you then ^ood^ as I did not 
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Your iccpnd letter is more particular, and ihall hav( 
a more particular anAyer* The following is your aC' 
count of the tranfa^pa with Mr. Wildoian. 

" Mr. Wildman formerly kept the Bedford-Head 
** in Southampton-ftreet, Covent-Garden | for fevera 
*f years I belonged to ^ dub which ipet once a weeii 
** at the Bedford-Head i when I ^9M in England J 
*^ LODGED at his houfe in Argyle buildings; lie de* 
** fired to be confidered as my warm partisan i h 
*' defired to be ufeful to me and my friends i J defixec 
** him to buy a hoife» I fixtdthe price and ftaidbin 
** btforehand. This was thcJingU tranfadiop of m} 
'' own with Mr. Wildman. I gave him two or thref 
** triJUng commiflions £rom Monfieur Sainte Foy. \ 

helieue the articles were fent ; they utfoer fajfu 

through my handi^ nor do I kno<w whether Mr 
*• Wildman has ye| been paid for thefe trifles,'''' 

You are abfolutely filent about what pafTed betwen 
you and Mr. Wildman ^t Paris : Yqu do npt feem t< 
know that this //z<i;^/-9in^» at wfaofe houfe you lodcbd 
ever called upon you there : In ihort you know am 
care nothirg about the matter; you faid for yom 
horft beforehand^ and have nothing to do with tlu 
other trifiei whether he was paid or not ; he may gi 
again for payment to Monf. Sainte Foy ! 

The reader who cannot fee your bafenefs throij^l 
this (huffiing, mufl be fiupid indeed. But, Sir, i 
have your letters to IVIr. Wildman now before me 
You left Mr. Wildman's houfe, Nov. 7, 1766 : Th 
next day you wrote thus amongd other things tp tbj 
tatvirn^man^ 
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Dear Wildi^an g^^^^^ ^^^^ g^ ^^^ 

*' My heart Is too full to fay oxle word of the 
events of yfeftferday, extitpt my feelings of gratitude 
to you and Mrs. Wildroan for all the kindnefs you 
(hewed me. Pr»y direct to me at Paris Rue des Saints 
Peres au coin de la Rue de I'tJniveriitey and let me 
knotkf every fartbii^ of eftpence jon are at for me, my 
HoRSB, &c. I am. 

Bear Wildman, 

Your aSedionate humble Servant, 

John Wilkes,'* 

Ag^ in another tetter yoii fay, 

^ '' P^s. Rue diss Sainti 

. *^i^ TTUMUiut pgj^ March 29. 1767 

** If yoa would deliver a fnchd of yburs from 
daity, lymoft hourly ptrfecudon, you will contrive to 
get me the little horfe I aiked of you for a lady. / 
wO tepky you all char^ df fcvt^ kind. Vou were 
ib kiDfd to tkndertake a few comthiHions ^ a friend 
of ihme hwe. Will you f orj^ve hie tttmWiii^ you in 
this manher ? Vour reaodine^ to ferve ihe oh every 
occasion ihakes me more willftigly afk Aefe favour^ 
df ybtl. i hope your gout ha^ Ibpt aloof this wiAtir» 
and tliilt Mrs. Wildman enjoys perfed health. I febg 
i%Pi to rcmtinbcr mc to her very aftftionatdy, and 
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to aflure her that I fliall nerer forget the obligatiohl 
I received under your roof. I axn^ 
Dear Wildman, 

Your fincere Friend^ 

and xnofl humble Servant, 

John Wilkes;* 

Again in aiiother letter you fay, 

« Dear Sir ** Paris, Rue des Saints Pei« 

" We have been fellow-fuffercrs in a good 
caufe, and we will keep up. our fpirits with the hope 
of feeing it at lait triumphant. Do not you come 
this fummer to tafle our Champaign and Burgundy ? 
I fliall be very happy to fee yoa here. I beg you to re- 
member me to all our good friends, to Mrs. Wildmad 
in particular, whofe kindnefs to me I fhall never for- 
get. If the gout fpares'your fingers you may employ 
them ufefully in now and then writing to 

, Your affedionate humble Servant, •• 

John Wilkes. 

I*. S. Since I wrote the above I have the favour 
of yours of the 23d. Ten thoufand thanks for the 
trouble you have had about the horfe. Shall I pay 
the 7 1. 10 s. to Foley and Panchaud on your account ? 
As foon as you fend me Monficur Sainte Foy's bill, 
J<u.i/Itake care the money (hall be paid in to Foley's 
and Panchaud's, and you may afterwards order them 
to pay it to Moniieur Le Marquis de Phyzieux. Pray 
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nlvhere docs he live in Paris, or where in Chumpagne ? 
If I can ferve you or fave you trouble, let me know. 
If you will fend me your commiflion in Englifh I will 
tranflate it into French, and fend it to him.'* 

Thefe letters paffcd before Mr. Wildman went to 
Paris. How he was trifled with and treated there I 
have already mentioned. After he wai returned to 
England, you fcnt him the following artful letter : 

' . ^ _. " Paris, Rue des Saints 

^^^^ Peres, Oa. ig. 1767 

*' I was forry to mifs the pleafure of feeing you 
at the Hotel de York the morning I came to Paris 
6n purpofe to fee you. Why did you not leave me 
a note about Monfieur St. Foy's bufinefs, and if h 
was fettled, or not ? You know very well the letter 
you fent me to Paris fome months before about it, 
you found undelivered. St. Foy never had received 
but the arrack. Did you enquire about the other 
things when you returned by Cahis? If you wi!l 
lend me the lift of the things and what you have pa*d, 
and the name of the (hip and mafter, with the direc- 
tion of the gobds, I will fet all to rights, and fee you 
paid. I advife you like'wife to empower Mr. Pan- 
chaud to receive the money for you of St. Foy. I 
1<)ng ago enclofed you a direftion how to draw for ix. 
Send me likewife the account of the little horfe, and 
I will pay the remainder to Mr. Panchaud. 1 lament, 
my dear Sir, that you have had fo much trouble oa 
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tills occafion. Be fo good only to take At 
writing to me by the poft^ and I will fooA b 
into order. If I can be of any fervicfc to you 
not fay that you may always command me, ai 
there has been no delay on my part. I be 
remember me with much regard to Mrs. ^ 
and to Mr. Home. 

I am, dear Sir^ 

Your afFedlionate humble Ser 

John 

♦* P. S. GoY is witli the duke of Choifed 
tainbleau.** 

The following is a lift of the articles wl 
commiflioned Mr^ Wildman to buy. 

•' 25 Bottles of the very beft old Jamaica 1 

25 Arrack. 

For three gowns, chintz, one light-blue, 01 
and the other £ne yellow ground. 

Pamphlets. 

Oroonoko, as it is a^led now. 

Komeo and Juliet. 

Churchiirs Works. 

Porty yards of fine flannel. 

1 Two profligate articles ivhirb Mr. h 
S nvoulj not furnijh^ 

La Philofofhie da I'Hifloire. 

he Philofophe Ignorant, 

he Dernier Owvrage de Boulatiger, 

Every thing new from Voltaire.*' 
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Tho' you preltend not to i»«w whether Mr. WJId- 
man has yet been paid for thefe tri/les, you know 
it can be proved that Mr. Wildman's clerk called upon 
you whild you were in the King's Bench for the 
money, to which application you anfwered, that you 
had nothing to do with it. And I fuppofe you knovV 
that Mr. Reynolds not many months ago endeavoured 
at Bath to perfuade Mr. Wildman to fubfcribe this 
debt^ or, if he would not do that, at leaii to accept 
the compoiition for it. Mr. Wildman has very chear- 
fuliy fubfcribed on your account fince your return to 
England more than this fum, but he would not fub- 
fcribe this debt* in which he had been fo fliamefully 

treated. 

You next deny that Mr. Wildman afked you for 

my cloaths ; and you are perfuaded thdX what is faid of 
Monfieur Goy is an abfolute fahhood. Mr. Wild- 
man^s affirmative would be much undervalued if it 
was to be weighed againft you negative. But perhaps 
this matter does not depend alone on his veracity. 

You have made an extraft from the letter I fent 
you from Montpellier, which wants no excufe, and 
does not relate to any thing in agitation. If it re- 
quired any explanation, I could eafily give one you 
would not like. I laft night found amongfl my pa- 
pen a copy of this my letter to you, with which you 
have fo much threatned me : It Hnifhes with the lat- 
tcr of the following extradls. 

** I have received yet no letters ; I believe I have 
fome at the Poft-houfe at Marfeilles, but I do not ex- 

V 



( 66 J 

ptft any intelligence in them : I hope for fome frdnl 
you relative to yourfelf that may give me plcafuie^ 
tho' I am half afraid your hopes of the prefent mini- 
dry have mifcarried : For Lord St. John of Bletfo, 
not long fince fhewed me a letter from the Duke of 
Grafton, excufmg himfelf for not appointing hb Lord« 
fhip to the embafly of Conflantinople, and mentioD- 
ing the appointment of Mr. Murray; at the (ame 
time his Lordfhip told me that he too had long been 
foliating that employment : I wifh there had been 
no greater obflacle in your way than his Lordihip*8 
interefl and merit. 

" I this moment receive a letter froin England that 
tells me Fitzerbert has fent you power to draw on 
him to the amount of looo 1. a-year :■ ' ■ 

FutrapeluSy cuicunque nocere 'volebai 
Vejlimenta dahat pretiofa :*- 

I am afraid this is Eutrapelian generofity ; and that by 
furuidiingyou with the means of pleafure, they intend 
to confign you over to diiCpation, and the grand 
points of national liberty and your glory to oblivion, 
i am fare they will be mifbken ; nothing little or 
common is for the future to be pardoned you. The 
public have done you the jullice to form extravagant 
ijotions of you j and tho' they would be v^iy forry 
to fee you neglect any opportunity of ferving your 
private intereii, yet they hope never to have caafe to 
icproacli you as Drutus did Cicero— -That it was noC 



( 6^ ) 

fo much a mafier that he feared as Anthony for thit 
iadfterr 

This language was pretty plain. Sir, from fo new 
an acquaintance to you as I then was, and I think 
ray fentiments expref&d in the latter extradi cannot 
rafily be mifunderilood. ' From this latter extract of 
ray letter you evidently borrowed the thought and 
the quotation fix)m Horace which you have ufed in 
^our letter of laft Monday ; but unfortunately you do 
not underibnd the paflage, an accident that happens 
irery frequently to plagiaries : You fay, " This is all 
*• I know of the Veftimenta prethfa of Eutrapelus. 
*' I hope. Sir, the putting them on will not have 
" the fame cfFeft on you as formerly on h m." — If 
they have no more efFcft on mcy than Horace fup- 
pofes them to have had formerly on Eutrafelusy they 
will not do me much mifchief. 

Eutrapelus, cuicunque nocere 'volebat 
Veftimenta Hh^KT fretiofa. 

The fadl is. Sir, (as any fchool-boy can tell you) that 
Eutrape/us did not wear the clothes himfelf, as yoU 
foppofe, but left them with a profligate at Paris, and 
the bad efie£b enumerated by Horace in the follow- 
ing lines relate to the fellow who pawned them, and 
not to Eutrapelus who gave him the opportunity. 

You have made' another extras from a letter ydu 
*€aUity which I fent to you at Fulham. I defire you 
*would give the nuhole of that letter, and the extraB 
will then, I believe, have a very difi^rent appearance. 
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It is true that note to you at Fulham had eTcaped my 
memory^ but I now well recoiled the occafion of it. 

Mr. B^ , of Fulham, who had been exceedingly 

ufeful in your eled^ion, came to folidt me laft May 
that I would write to you in behalf of fome tradef> 
men there, who had voted for you or otherwife ferved 
you in your eledlion. It was much againft my will 
to tell him my thoughts of his requeft ; and yet I 
could not be fo unji;^ as to conceal my opinion and 
do them an injury under the appearance of a favour. 
I aiked him fmiling (for you know I cannot laugh) ii 
he really thought fuch a recommendation of them 
would be doing them a favour ? He replied, they 
would think it ib. I told him, I would not pretend 
to anfwer for their being paid ; and that I ihould be 
forry to make them fuch a return for their good pub- 
lic fpirit as to recommend them to a bad private 
debt. He faid, they would ufe their prudence; 
which I begged he would caution them to do, that 
I might not hereafter be reproached. On this oc- 
casion I recollefl I did write you a fhort note, of 
which I have likewife a copy fomewhere ; and I it- 
member too the fubflance of it — I exprelTed to yoo 
my furprize that your credit was fo good, and that 
there were dill to be found any perfons willing to 
truft you : The line of my note, which you havy 
extradled, was inferted by me to let you underfiaod 
that you were not conferring an obligation on m^ 
but that it was an ad of friendfhip in xae towards yoa 
10 let you know your friends. ^ 
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Sir, my furprize to find any tradefmen willing td 
truft you was the greater, becaufe 1 knew feveral of 
the fraudulent pretences you had ufed finct your en* 
iargement from the King's Bench, to obtain goods 
from tradefmen. 

What you fay concerning Mr. Onflow's letters is 
not true ; but it needs no refutation, being nothing 
to the prefent purpofe, and bearing evident m£4:s of 
fallhood on the face of it ; for who can be fo grofs as 
to believe that — *' It was printed without your con- 
fen t from a copy you fuffercd me to take," and this 
too after acknowledging that you printed the firft let- 
ter yoorfelf I 

JOHNHORNE. 

To Mr. COTES. 

S I R, 

I WAS exceedingly forry and much furprifed to 
fee your name figned to fuch a heap of nonfenfe and 
falfliood as is contained in your letter. I have never 
given you the leali provocation. There was nothing 
in either of my letters that could offend you. 

I only faid I was an entire llranger to you when I 
applied to you for a publiftier — that you found one 
for mc ; — that I made no other ftipulation with him, 
than to conceal my name unjefs it was neceffary for 
hb fafety to difclofe it, and that by your means I <irft 
became acquainted with Mr. Wilkes. The truth 
of all this you acknowledge. You then call fome 

F3 
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refle£b'oT)s on me, I fuppofe at the infligation of Mr. 
"WilkeSf who never yet hefitated about facrificing hti 
friends for the moil trifling momentary advantage to 
himfelf. Now, Sir, you will fee in a few moments to 
what he has expofed you. You (ay, that ** foon afitt 
you had engaged a printer, I left England.** The 
pamphlet was printed in June, 1767. I did not 
' leave JBngland till three months after, in Septeminr. 
You fay — that M after my departure you thought 
*' the honeft man would run too great a riik by 
V publifhing in my abfence ; that you therefore took 
*^ the whole impreflion from him.*' The fs^ is, 
that as foon as it was printed, you feveral times ondered 
it for publication, aqd as often (lopped it You muft 
remember the reafons you gave me for fo doing : If 
you infill Qn my telling them, I ({^all comply : I am 
only filent on that fubjcft from refpeS^ you ought to 
be fo from drong ties of honour. You ^y-^f* You 
" paid for printing the pamphlet, but you dp notre- 
«« colleft whether I have repaid you, nor do youdefire 
** it." Now, Sir, obferve the dilenmia into which 
you have brought yourfelf. Whilft I was abroad you 
became a bankrupt. (I do not mention it but fron^ 
the neceflity you put me under ; no man felt and 
does dill feel more concern for you on thatacceimt than 
myfelf). Either I did repay you, or I did not. Is this 
debt to be found in your accounts which you have de- 
livered to your creditors on oath ? I will venture to fay 
it is not. If I did repay you, why do you endeavour tp 
f call the reflexion on me of being in your df^bt ? If 
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I £J not repay you, how will you eTcape Jrom th^ 
oath of you- bankroptcy ? Biit you have made this 
matter appear more ferious than tc is. Humphiy, 
I do not want to load you anjuAly i all my friends aud 
acquaintance know that on account of your mufor- 
tunes and your good-nature I have ever been your 
adrocate. Thii expence of the printing was a meie 
trifle, which you have mentioned uatertaiitfy in your 
letter tor the fake of reileaing upon me. that I might 
be fuppofed to be fomething cmfderailc in your debt. 
i £ J repay yoM a/ier yaur ianiruftcj, after my re- 
turn in 1767 ; you told me what I Ihould give you, 
and I paid you one day aT we were walking in the 
flrcet : foi you f^d it was a trifle of fuch a nature aa 
you never entered in your books. I will pay you 
again, if yoa pleafe : though had I not paid you, it 
would have been with a very ill grace chat you could 
xeproach mcfor itj becaufe when you became abank- 
jnpt you owed my brother-in-law, Mr. Wildman. 
, 31 1. which he would not claim. Ife faid, i-mii/l 
Humpbij was heartily welcome to it. 

So much for the foolilh pamphlet. 

The only thing befides which I have faid concern- 
ing you in my letter it, that " 1 ncanciUd yea taiib 
Mr. Wilkts, and that I thought he treated you in 
your misfortunes with a barbarous ingr::ticude," How 
could this ofFend you ? You anfwer — " Thai you ne- 
ver had a quarrel with Mr, Wilkes ; and that yoii 
never accufed hiin of ingratitude." Mr. Wilkes has 
.tajwn care not to lay Xj much. I certainly did re- 
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concile yoa : Mr. Wilkes in the year 1767, and ever 
fince that time down to the prefent moment, has con^ 
(lantly accufed you of applying to your own parpofes 
above a thoufafid pound, which he (ays he trufled with 
you to pay the debt due from htm to the Fwniling 
Hofbital : In Mr. Wilkes's own account of the mat- 
ter I faw he did not tell truth ; and when t talked to 
you afterwards on the fubje^, I thought you juilified 
yourfelf from the charge, and proved to me that Mr. 
Wilkes was in your debt. If Mr. Wilkes will deny 
this, I engrge to bring as many credible witnefTes as 
he pleafes to prove it : for it has been his conflant de- 
fence to all his friends, when he has been charged witl) 
ih^t fraud on the Foundling Hofpital. 

The bulk of your letter, Mr. Cotes, is upon mat- 
ters very foreign to any thing I had faid concerning yoa 
or Mr. Wiikes. You give us an encomium on trutbt 
and feme common rant about liberty ; to which 
you add your opinion on political meafures ; and your 
iajU of literary compofition. You make fome re- 
marks and give a /i?^ account concerning the Mid- 
dlefex and Surrey petitions ; but I will not now be 
drawn ofF to anfwer them. Nor fhall I trouble my- 
felf at prcfent with what concerns you more nearly i I 
mean the Policies about D' Eon. I have known 
the circumftances of that fraudulent bufmefs fome 
time ; but I fuppofe it will not be neceilary for me 
to difclofe them ; they will be brought to light 
>yithout my aiiiilance. 

JOHN HORNB^ 
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To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Prime's- Court, Fridjy, Miy 14. 

IN the accuracy ofquotacion you \i3.ve a Totmu 
dable rivjl in Mr, Lauchlin Macleaoe. You do aot 
even publilh your own letters correfliy. I ought 
not then to be fo unreafonablc as ta expcA you 
fliould print mine more faithfully. The third let-, 
tcr you have quoted of mine to Mr. Wildman ha» 
no date. Is there none in the original ! I expeft 
you to leave at Mr. Wood fall's every letter of mine, 
whid) you have quoted, and all ihofe you print in 
future. Your letters to me Ihall accompany tbis, 
and be left for your perufdl at the printer's. The 
palm of exaflncfs and fidelity yoa fhall yield to the 
Alderman of Farringdon WithouL 

You quote me as faving, " When I was in EngUnd 
■' t LOMEo at Mr. Wildman's houfe in Arg)'!e- 
" Buildings," but ycu chufe to omit the ivords im- 
mediately following, becaufe they cleared me from 
one of your charges, en bii o-wn mi/i py/JJing iniiita- 
thn. In your letter 10 me from Montp;IIier you 
only quote, " I have received yet no letters," the 
original added, " from England," In a former let- 
ter I faid, " I fixed the price" of the horfe," " and 
" infilled on paying him (Mr. Wildman] at that very 
" time, which I did," Will your brothet-in law 
deny this ? I thought five guineas the common value 
of a Welch poney. I had formerly purchafed mor? 
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than one at that price. He told me I moft give 
feven : ■ I therefore paid him down that funi. The 
expences of the horfe, &c. tra^velling to Cqlqis could 
not then be afcertained. My letters confirm ^his ac- 
count. You quote from that of Odt. 19, 1767, 
•*' Send me likewife the account of the litde horfe; 
*' and I will pay the remainder to Mr. Pancbaud.** 
Pray, Sir, what is the meaning of the word remain-^ 
der in that fentence? Why did you not print that 
WQfd in italics ? The letter of March 29, 1 766, fays, 
** I will repay yoa all charges of e<very kindy Does 
this imply the horfe itfelf was not paid for before ? 
In the fame manner the firH letter, '* Let me know 
** every farthing of ex fence you are at for me^ py 
horfe, &c. 

As to your old clothes^ I have already faid that 
they continued in my houfe, the Rue des Saints Peres; 
from May 25 till Nov. 1 767, »and were then fent to 
the great Englilh banker's, Mr. Panchaud's. Your 
^fTertion of the pawning them is an impudent fal(hood, 
and a rafcally return for the care I took of fuch 
trifles at your deiire during the time I ftaid at Paris, 
and even on my leaving France. As to the 'vifiU 
menta fretiofa of Eutrapelus^ it ought undoubtedly to 
be " his acquaintance,'* not ** him." Whether the 
printer, or I, made the trifling miftake, I do not re- 
colleft. The firft idea was your's. I turned your 
own cannon againft you. Your proof of my plagia- 
rifm of the Latin words is pleafant. You pretend I 
lake from you two lines and a half, not a word of 
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which yoa dtedt I wilt only add aboat the »t/ 
elatbei, that when you next wear riJ, I hope it wilt 
be 1 5h//o/'Sca«i.bt and gold — cloih, not oi Hack 
£ed red luitb the hUad — of your countrytimi, ' 

The commiffions of Monfieur Saince Foy refpeft 
that gentleman, not me. Mr. Wildman never made 
the claim of fuchadebt at the Bill of Rights. It it 
not to be found in the lift, noi was any application 
made on that fuhjeft by Mr. Reynolds either at Bath 
or in Loadon. , 

Vou declare, , " I knew feveral of the fraudulent 
" pretences you had afei. Jince jour talargemtnt from 
*' the King's Bench to obuin goods from Iradef' 
" men," I know Mr. Home to be the falhir of 
faip^ndt. I call upoa him to produce ene fiigU iit' 
ftaate, and I dare him to publilh every thing he 
knows of me of every kind. 

The reafon. Sir, why I did not give tht luhoU of 
the two letters 1 have quoted, was the Riameful pri- 
vate fcandal in the one, and the dullnels in the other. 
The prafliceof unnecelTaril/ printing the names of 
private perfons, as in the late inllance of the atmbtrt 
tftht Billef Rights, where it was a real injury to the 
parties, is highly to be cenfured. You may publilh 
the entire letters if you pleafe. Why did you not 
quote the following paffage of the letter dated Jan. 3, 
1766? " I am quite at alofs about yourfelf, and very 
" anxious to know what is determined relative to 
" you and /Bo/e grand pei at J •viilb lahieh your caufe 
^' ii ia/tparablj anited. Can it be tiut the preScaE 
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•* men in power (houW fo far forget themfelres as td 
^' forget you ! " Sure no body but my father would 
^' ever keep fuch a bird in a cage," faid piince 
** Henry of Sir Walter Raleigh. And furely none 
" but the prefcnt miniilry would leave fuch a bird as 
" Mr. Wilkes loofe. 

As you mention the promife you had obtained of 
being one of the chaplains to his majefty^ I tell con- 
clude my prefent extrads with the following pafTage, 
which will fhew how peculiarly fitted you are to be a 
liomefiic chaplain to our "^xt^t^^X. fcvereign, 

•* Sleridan is at Bio is, hy order of his majefiyj and 
•* with a penfion ; inventing a method to give the 
** proper pronunciation of the Englilh language to 
** ftrangers, by means of founds borrowed from their 
•* own. And he begins with the French. 

** I remember a few years ago when an attempt 
«' was made to prove Lord Harborough an ideot^ 
*« the counfel on both fides produced the fame in- 
*' ftance j one of his wit, the other of his folly. His 
«* fervants were puzzled once to unpack a large box, 
** and his lordlhip advifed them to do with it as 
•* they did with oyflers — put it in the fire, and it 
^« would gape. 

" This commiflion of Sheridan appears to me 
*' equally equivocal. And Ihould a fimilar Jiatute 
** he at any time aitemfted againji his ffojffiy, they 
^' who do not know him may be apt to fufpedl that 
*^ he employed Sheridan in this manner, not fo niuch 
^* for the fake of foreigners as of his oWn fubjcds i 
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" and had permitted bim to amufe himfelf abroad, 
'* to prevent his TpoUing our pronunciation at boine." 

As to the letter from Montpellier you fay, " You 
" have not denied tbat you difowned to me the 
"receipt of it.'" I alTert, Sir, that I told you I 
received that letter, but had not time to anfwer it, 
while you llaid at Montpellier. I referved this for 
the general eataiague of your tafignifi.aHl lies, which 
I mean to give in my bit letter. Vou add, " And 
" you have not denied the (hewing about this let- 
*' ter with an intention to intimidate and injure me.'* 
The letter was never (hewn till after Mr. Morris de- 
clared publicly, " Mr, Home told me he had at- 
" rways the fame opinion of Mr, Wilkes." I re- 
plied, " tiot alivayt the fume. When I fee you next, 
'* I will convince you of it." I am not to anfwer 
for the iijury a gentleman in holy orders may re- 
ceive from fuch a letter, not wrote in a hurry, but of 
which he appears to kavt kept a e»py, now called 
forth to light by his own treacherous condufl. 

I (hall now. Sir, in anfwer to what you mention 
in the letter of Jan. 3, i;66, " I this moment re- 
" ceive a letter from England that tells me FitKbir' 
" beri ha» fent you power to draw on him to the 
amount of loooi. a-year," give you a letter of the 
preceding month on this fubjeft to Mr. George On- 
_fianu, member for Surry, then one of the lordf^ of 
the Tresfuiy, a copy of which was taken by a friend 
at Paris, before it was put into the poft. Mr. On- 
flow has (hewn it to feveral perfons in England. 
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(COPY) t, p^ug jgg Saints i'erei^ 

" My Dear Sir, Dec. n, 1765. 

«« I REGRET that I am obliged to fend this by 
ihepoft, but I do not hear of any friend's going foon 
to England, and I think that it becomes the feirnefs of 
all my proceedings with refpedl to the gentlemen^ 
with whom I have been concerned, to ftatc two or 
three fads to you, and immediately after I had taken 
my refolution. Mr. Fitfeherhert has oiFeried me, in 
the name of foriie of the miniflry, the annual fum of 
I cool, to be paid out of the income of their refpec* 
tive places. I have rejedled this propofal as dan- 
deiline^ elccmofynary, and precarious. I demand 
from the juftice of my friends a full pardon under the 
great-feal — for having fuccefsfully ferved my country. 
I will wait here till thefirft day of the new yt2x. If 
I fhould not then have received it, I (hall have the 
flrongeft proof that the prefcnt miniftry are neither the 
friends of Mr. Wilkes, nor of juftice, becaufc the let- 
ter of Mr. Fitzherhert tells me, ** that there is per- 
fect harmony among them, and the perfe£l confident 
andfupport of their mafter. ' ' 

•• The frankncfs of my nature, and the opennefs of 
my conduct, oblige me to give you this notice. I 
aik not the grace of a penfion, or of an employment. 
I aik juftice, and from gentlemen who declare that 
I have been " extremely ufeful, and ill ufcd," and 
that •* they are my friends." 
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" I beg the jiacereft compliments of lefpeQ to [be 
good old {peaker,- and to Mn. Onflow. 
" 1 am eirer. Dew Sir, 
Your moll affedionate, and 
obedient, hamble Servant, 
"tSeorge Onflow. Efq. John Wilkes." 

T fliall ccmdude with obferving, tliat ttie above let- 
ter waa written in coofequence of Mr. Fitzherbert's 
iiifiaktn ioformation to me, at a time •whtn ibt mtn 
you ntaft hate luere in feiver, during thejierttjl, be- 
caufe ibe mofl •viriueui of all the laEe adminiftrations, 
to whom we owe the parliamentary refolutioni againA 
gfHtral luarranls and the /ozar/ o/^ /fl/nr/, the repeal 
oiihehte txcifi on cydtr and ptrry, and of the j^iwe^ 
merican fiaaf-tax ; b/ which four glorious a£b the 
fubjeCts both at home and in the colonies have becA 
reftored to their perlbnal liberty as well as their in- 
valuable and unalienable rights and privileges. Such 
a Gonduft fecured to them the convenes of the 
people, and of courTe the hatred of our foveteign, 
with their own fpeedy dilfolution. 

I am, S I R, 

Yout humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 
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To Mr. J O H N W 1 L K E 8. 

LETTER VI. 

S IR, 

I HAVE been afkcd by fome very well-meaniig 
men, 

1 . Whether I did not in my firft letter fay, that I 
wpuld open no account with you on the fcore offri- 
•vate chara6ler ? 

2. And yet whether I have hitherto charged you 
with any thing but bad aftions of a private nature? 

3. Whether your private charafter is worfe now 
than it was when 1 went fuch lengths in your fup- 
port ? 

4. Whether I did not at that time know your pri- 
vate chara6ler ? 

5. How then could I be a friend to fuch a man ? 

6. If I was your friend only for the fake of the 
public caufe, whether the fame reafon does not re- 
main ? 

7. Whether your caufe is not ft ill the fame ? And 

8. Why I will fuffer any private pique or quarrel 
between us to come befpre the public and injure that 
caufe? 

I'o which I anfwer, 

1. 2. I have hitherto confined myfelf, according 
to the plan laid down in my firft letter, to fhcw from 
fads what mull have been the motives of my condudl 
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Jlnd tlie natiifc ©f the intefcoorfe between us. Por 
that purpose it Was neoefTaiy for mc to mention fuch 
parts of yoar ill behavio<ir as fell within tny own 
hiowie^e and reiated to myjtlf at the lime of it's 
tommencement % that ic might froAi thence phiinly ap. 
pear to every on^ that I could have no frivate 
attachment to Mr. Wilkes^ though I was determined 
to the utmofl of my poor abilities to afliil hiM and bis 
taufe as far as U njcas a public cauji^^ and might 
tend to public benefit. Had it been my intention to 
attack your private cbaraif^r (which I underibnd to 
be on all fides given up) I fhould have purfued a very 
different method : the tranfadtions I have mentioned 
are mere peccediHos compared to the black catalogue 
which would then have appeared. 

3. Your private charader is not worfs now than it 
Was when 1 webt fuch lengths in your fupport $ except 
that by continuing your former bad pradkes hi every 
re^ed-, notwithftanding every reafon public and pri- 
Vate to retrain yoQ, all hopes of your amendment are 
vanKhed ; for the ingenuity of man cannot find out 
fin additional motive of reftraint. 

4. 5. I knew enough of your private charaifler at the 
time of the Middlefex eledion not to enter into any 
private connexion with you 1 and to have no motives 
but what wete public for the facr ifices 1 made and the 

* The declantion of the fociety of Sappojtcis of the El)l 
«f Ris^ia^ \viieo it was firil forxn<4« 



haa^ds I ran. But I did not know your private charac-' 
ter as I have known it fince. When I firft went abroad, 
early in the year 1763, I knew no more of you than 
what the papers told me, that you in conjundion 
with Churchill 'and Lloyd were one of the authors of 
the North Briton. What I afterwards heard againft 
you on my return in 1 764, 1 imputed for the greater 
part to the rage of party and the malice of your ene- 
mies : I fuppofed you liberal in (peculation, and not a 
very rigid moralift in adiion : I have not to this mo- 
ment read the EiTay on Woman ; and whatever it 
may contain, I fhould have felt more indignation 
againft thofe who bribed the printer to betray yon, 
than againft you who were betrayed ; becaufe it was 
a mean villainy, almoft equal to the treacherous publi- 
cation of a private, friendly ^ confidential letter ; but a 
villainy of which you can now complain no more. 

Wilkes with the education of a gentleman has ex^ 
ceeded in meannefs and want of fentiment his fer- 
vant Curry. In the year 1767 I firft knen^ fome part 
of your private charafler, and no fooner knew than 
avoided you. Since that time, in the progrefs of my 
exceflive induftry to extricate you from your difficul- 
ties, I have to my aftonifhment found to be true not 
only all that has been alleged againft you, but much 
more. However, were it poilible to add to the mea- 
fure oi your private turpitude, it would not prevent 
me from ading over again in the fame manner I have 
done ; and was there an eledion for Middlefex to- 
morrow, {the right of the eleftors being left onvindi- 
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cated) or any other point of public concern, the be-' 
nefit v/liich j/ou might receive from my labour or my 
fafferings ihould not make me in the leaft relax the 
one or decline the other. 

6. 7. I was your friend only for the (kke of the 
public caufe : That reafon does in certain matters re- 
main ; as far as it remains, fo far I am ilill your friend ; 
and therefore I faid in my firft letter, ** The public 
fhould know how far they ou^hf, and how far they 
eugiit not to fupport you." To bring topunifliment 
the great delinquents who have corrupted the parlia- 
ment and the feats of juflice ; who have encouraged^ 
pardoned, and rewarded murder : to heal the breaches 
made in the conftitution, and by falutary proviiions to 
prevent them for the future : to replace once more, 
not the adminifiration and execution, for which they 
are v^ry unfit, but the checks of government really in 
the hands of the governed ; 

For thcfe purpoies, if it were poffible to fuppofc 
that the great enemy of mankind could be rendered in- 
flrumental to their happinefs, fo far the Devil himfelf 
ihould be fupported by the people. For a human in- 
ibument they fhould go farther ; he fhould not only 
be fupported, but thanked and rewarded for the good 
which perhaps he did not intend, as an encouragement 
to others to follow his example. But if the foul 
fiend, having gained their fupport, fhould endeavour 
to delude the weaker part, and intice them to an ido* 
latrous worfhip of himfelf, by perfuading them that what 
he fuggefted was their voice, and their 'voice the nj^ice 

G2 
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o^God: If he fhouH attempt to obliruftefery thing 
that leads to their fecurity and bappioefs, and to pro- 
ipote every wickednefs tha( tends only to his own 
emolument : If when — the cauft — the cirtj/S'— rever- 
berates on their ears, he (hould divert them frooi the 
original found and dire£l them towards the oppo£t« 
unfaithful echo : If confufloQ fhouM be all his aim^ 
and mifchief his fole enjoyment, would not he aA the 
part of a faithful monitor to the people, whafhould 
fave them from their fnares, by reminding them: of the 
true objeft of their conftituthnal worlhip, cxpreffcd in 
thofe words of ^^0^ 'writ (for to me it is fo) Rex, Ux 
hquensi lex^ rex mutus. This is — th$ cauft-^th§ 
caufe — To make this union indidoluble is the only 
caufe I acknowledge. As far as the fupport of Mr. 
Wilkes tends to this point I am as^ warm as the 
warmefl : but all the lines of your projeds are drawn 
towards a different center-^yourfeif; and if with a 
good intention I have been diligent to gain you 
powers which may be perverted to mifchief, I am 
bound to be doubly diligent to prevent their being 
fo employed. 

8. The dih'gence I have ufed for two years pa(l» 
and the fuccefs I have had in defeating all your fhame^ 
ful fchemes, is the true caufe of the diffention between 
us. I have never had any private pique or quarrel 
with you. It was your policy in paragraphs and ^»^- 
nymous Utters to pretend it ; but you cannot mcotion- 
any private canfe of pique or quarrel. 

To prevent the.mifchijef of divifion to a popular op 
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f3&umt, thofe who law both yoor bad intention* and 
four a.£lioni were fUer.t i and whilft they defeated all 
your prpjeOs, tbey wei« cautioiu to coDoeal your de- 
feats. They ftudjed fo mncli the more to latisfy youf 
voracious prodigality, and thought, as I fliould bavC 
done if a minilter, that if feeding it would keep you 
from mifcbicf, a few tboufands would be well em- 
ployed by the public for that purpofe. But I can 
never, merely for the fake ofjnxgtbeni'tg oppofilion, 
join in thole a£lions which would prevent all the 
good cffeAs to be hoped for from opposition, and for 
the fake of which alone any oppoCtion to govern- 
ment can be juftiJiable. Sudi a praflice would very 
well fuit thore wlio wifh a change of miniflers. >'ur 
my part I wifh no fueh thing ; bad as the prefent ate 
I am afraid the next will not be better, though I aiA 
fure they cannot be wot&. I care not under wbofe 
adminidration good comn. But (be people mufl owe 
it to ihemfelves, nor ought they to receive the refto- 
ration of their rightj as a favour from any fet of men, 
minilter, or kmg. The moment they accept it as a 
grant, a/a-veur, an aff of graci, the people have not 
the profpeft of a right left. They will fiom that 
time become like the mere pofltfTyrs of an cllate with- 
out a tide, and of which they may be difpoirefled 
at pleafure. If the people are not powerful enough 
to make a bad admiui ft ration or a bad king do them 
juftice, they will not often have a good one. Would 
to God, the time were come, which I am afiaid is 
very ^iSaxA beyond the period of my life, when an 
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honeft man could not be in oppofition ; I declare I 
fhould rejoice to find the patronage of a minlAer in 
the fmalleft degree my honour and intereft. 1 never 
have pretended to any more than to prefer the former 
to the latter. But it is not upon me alone that yon 
have poured forth your abufe, but upon every man of 
honour who has deferved well of the public; and if 
you were permitted to proceed without interruptioD» 
the re would fliortly not be found one honeil inan who 
would not (hudder to deferve well of the people. 

The true reafon of our dilTention being made pub- 
lic, is, that you could not get on a ftep without it ; 
and you truft that the popularity of your name, and 
your diligence in paragraphing the papers, will out- 
weigh with the people the moil eiTential fervices of 
others ; and that you fhall get rid of all control by 
taking away from thofe who mean well the confi.- 
denceofthe people. If you can once get them af- 
fronted by the public, whom they have faithfully 
ferved, you flatter yourfelf chat difguft will make them 
retire from a fcene where fuch a man as you are, co- 
vered with infamy like your*s, has the difpofal of ho- 
nour and qifgrace, and the characters of honefl men 
St his mercy. 

I mean to prove what I have faid by fafls, and 
(hough it does not come in the regular order of time 
which I meant to obferye, nor with that flrength 
with which a number of preceding tranfa^ions made 
it affed my mind, I will now mention one, which, 
^ith two or tliree ethers^ made you defjpair of 
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nling me in your plani, and made yon haAen the 
rupture. 

Some time in laft July, when I was upon a vifit ta 
Mr. Atdennan Oliver at Putney, yon came there, and 
petfuaded me to go with you to your houfe at Ful- 
ham, where I had never before been, that wc might 
the next morniog go together by water to London. 
In the boat you began with me a converfation about 
the city, as eufUy u I can recoUefl to the following 
efFeft: 

W. " I think I ought to confider fomething about 
p:oviding for my friends, and being prepared with 
candidaceg for the dty-ofiices. Give me your opinion : 
Who do you think fhould be town-clerk ? 

H. " Why, is Sir James Hodg« dead ? 

W. " No ; but he is not very young, nor in very 
good health ; and one ought to be prepared againll 
accidents. There thould always be a candidate iixed 
upon ready. 

H. " Since yon have afked my opinion ahout it, 
I will gi« it you very freely : I think direflly the 
contrary. Confider your fituaiion ; j'our influence it 
not perfonal, but depends entirely upon the propriety 
of you^ meafures. Though you may corfider of the 
thing in your mind, you SioM ner'cr fix upon a can- 
didate till the very time of e!e£lion, nor talk about it 
to any one. The man that might be moll proper 
this year may be very improper ilie next. It is your 
burinefswhentheiimecomes to confider who is the mofl 
£t fbt the office, and has tha bell claim to the favour of 

G4 
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the dtissens ; and if thofe drcomftancef are neaHy 
equal in different candidates, then to adopt him who is 
mod likely to fuccr ed : by which means the party yoq 
cfpoufe will generally be vidorious i and you will havf 
the credit of having can ied many a candidate by your 
intered, when indeed he will be carried by the meriti 
of his own pretenf]ons : and fliould you at any timo 
Tnifcarry, your defeat will do you no harm ; for every 
one will acknowledge that your man ought to have 
fuccetded ; and by feeing you always efpoufe thp mo^ 
worthy, the public will in time have a llrong indqoe- 
ment to fupprt your candidates, and will reafoaably 
conclude that he is j^rpbably th^ moil worthy whooi 
you efpoufe : whereas, by following a different courie, 
tho* you may fucceed once or twice, your v^ fuc- 
ceffes will difgrace you, and enfure a future defeat 

IF, * * All this may do very Well in theory ; but 
Reynolds has done fo much and is every day doing 
io much for me, that I think he ought to be £xed 
upon as town -clerk. 

//. *Mn my opinion you have fixed upon the laft 
man in the city that (bould be thought of for that of- 
fice ; and I may fpeak it the more freely, becaoie 
Reynolds has experienced that J do not want an incli- 
nation to fei ve him. When he fent Mr. Tr— ^n to de- 
fjre me to afk Mr. Sawbridge to appoint him his under- 
fherifF, he knows that there was not a minute between 

Tr a^a's application to me and Mr. Sawbridge^ 

granting my requeil : he knows too the ileps I have 
iince taken to ierve him in that line. Therq is no^ 
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tbu% improper In fait being uadcr-lheriff, faeoture chat 
is a prroatt favour graoud by x!a»foeriff, who fervei 
the office at a vwy ^eat z^f^tisx. But the lucrative 
city-offices are very diffcT^pt tbii)^ ; they ought al- 
ways to bp difpoled of to the old citizens of long 
fi^i>!gi not to [hole who mike themrelves free for 
thepurpofe; to men of re(pe£Uble cbarafters, who 
can plead liuvices to the city ) or at leaft to cbofe 
who with equal merit have not perhaps been fo fuc- 
ccl^itl ai their neighbours, and are not fo eafy in theic 
fortiinct ai their fellow-citizens thiiik they deferve. 
Keynolds has not the leall claini : he is a Freeman 
only of yefierday ; and you will certainly forfeit 
the efteem and fupport of the dtizcQi, and narrow 
yoorfelf to a very frnaU circle indeed, if they fee you 
endcavanring to confine all cbe emoluments of th« 
city to your attomies, agents and particular adherents, , 
to the exelolion of thofe who have long home the 
burden of the city, and whofe right thofe offices are, 
Vou oB^ht on the contrary on thefe occaHons to af- 
fill worth and merit wherever you find it, whether 
amongfl your own party or out of it, or even amonglt 
your adver&ries ; and by fo doing your enemies will 
be lefs jealous of your power and left bitter, and the 
number of your friends will encreafe as the approba- 
tion of your conduft encreafes.'' 

Mr- Wilkes feemed much chagrined, and did not at 
allrelifh my arguments, but turned theconverfation 
to other fubjefls. About ten days afterwards Mr. 
Reynolds came to roc, and told me he defired my atl- 
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vice and a/Tiftance ; that Mr. Wilkes had been talk- 
ir>g to him about being town-derk. I repeated to 
Mr. Reynolds the arguments I had ufed to Mr. 
Wilkes, with many others particularly affixing Mr. 
Reynolds ; and Mr. Reynolds told me he was con- 
vinced by what I had faid, and fhould think no more 
of it. 

On t\\cfrft oi Jugafi I went to Guildford, on ac- 
count of the trial on my caufe with Mr. Onflow. Af- 
ter the trial, about twenty of us dined together ; and 
after dinner Mr. Heaton Wilkes todc me out into 
anotber room, and faid to me, 

H. Wilkes, •* Sir, I have a very particular &yoar 
to a(k you. It is in your power to do roe a very 
fignal fcrvicc, and you will oblige my brother at the 
fame time : he has propofed to me to think about the 
chamberlainfiiip : Sir Theodore JanfTen has btely 
been very ill, and they do not expedl him to live 
long. 

H " But I believe you are not a Freeman of Lon- 
don, Mr. Wilkes, are you ? 

Heaton JK " No ; but I intend to take up 
jay freedom. 

H. " Sir, I fhould be very glad to do you any 
proper fervice in my power, but you know I am not 
a liveryman, 

Heaton W, " I know that very well ; but you 
are connedled in the city. 

H •' No, I have not the leail connexion with 
the pity. 
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Jitattn W. " Yoa have friends in tbe dty : Will 
you fpeak for me to Mr. Sawbridge, and to Mr. 
TownferKl, who is here \ &c. 

H. -' Have you Cpoken to Mr. Bellas f 

/f.-a/«n W. " Not yet, but I intend to apply to 
him. 

H. " You had better apply to him before yon 
take any farlher fteps : there is nobody in the world 
fo capable of advifing you in this maitcr. He will 
te)l you fifft whether the thing itfelf is pioper, and 
whether it is fit for you to attempt it i and if it is a 
proper meafure, he ia moft able to inform you of 
the beft Heps to be taken for your fucccfs : Before you 
think any more of it, I advife you to confult him." 

About ten minutes or a quarter of an hour after this 
COnverfation, I went in company with Mr, Alderman 
Oliver and Mr. Skey in a coach for London. I was 
fcarccly in the coach before I told Mr. Oliver of the 
ftrange applkaiion which Mr. Heaton Wilkes had 
juft made to me. Mr. Oliver feemcd furprilcd tliat I 
bad not heard of it before, and faid Mr. Hcaton 
Wilkes had already can vaiTed feveral people; tli.it he 
had applied lately to Mr. Oliver, who bad Hnfwcied, 
— " If your brother is a candidate, I will give him 
my vote i" to which Mr. Heaion Wilkes replied, 
that his brother would accept of no eity-cffice, but 
wai to have a fliare of the ehamberlainihip witii 
him. Mr. Oliver anfwered, that if hisbioiher was not 
a candidate, he ibould give bis vote to the perfon t!is[ 
fhoukl appear to be thcmofl proper. I then told Mr, 
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Oliver what had pafl*ed between Mr. Wilkes and me 
and Mr. Reynolds and me concerning the town-derk- 
fhip, &c. and exprefTed my appreheniions that if wedid 
not continue to be very circumfpe^l, Mr. John Wilkes 
would not only bring us all into difgrace, but make 
the very pretenfions to honefly and public fpirit for 
the future ridiculous in this country j that ic Teemed 
to me that thofe minillerial penfions, emolomentSy &Cr 
which Mr. Wilkes had abjured, were honooraUe 
compared to this method of riding the city-offices, and 
thus making patriotiim a ftalking-horfe to private ad- 
vantage. Mr. Oliver, who was no fbanger to all bit 
other tranfadions, (aw this in the fame light that I 
did. He faw too that it would be in vain /or us to 
deny afurwards that we had any (hare in this impo- 
fition ; and that every perfon fuppofed to be conned*- 
ed with Mr. Wilkes would likewife be fuppofed to be 
concerned in this fcandalous treatment of the city ; 
and would therefore be involved in the fame dtfgraoe 
and fufpicions. I went home with Mr. Oliver to 
Putney, and we there agreed that the beft method 
would be to endeavour by all nieans to make him fore- 
go the attempt t and to keep it as much as poffible a ife- 
cret : If we could not do that, to oppofe its fuccefi, 
and at leafl to fecure ourfelves from difgrace by a 
teftimony of our fentimcnts on the fubjeft be/ore the 
attempt was made. For thefe purpofes, on i\itfomrth 
of Auguft I fent to Mr. Heaton Wilkes the foUowii^ 
letter from Mr. Oliver's houfe at Putney : 
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" ToMr. HEATON WILKES. 

■' Dear Sir, 

" Since I faw you at Gaildfotd, I hare coaMtrtd 
On wbat you then £ud to me of jour intencioriG about 
ibe cbambcflainflup of the city of London. That 
^nr brother fbould advife you to it moft of all fur- 
prixea me i becaufe I fliould hare thought he would 
at the fitft glance hare perceived thai you mull milbu'- 
ry, and that the Tery atteaipt will do an irreparable 
injury to you, to tnmlelf, and to every one of hii 
friendf, aa well at to the public caufe and confi- 
dence, which ought to have the firft place in ha 
conGderatioa. 

" I am net, at you very wdl know, a liverymai), or 
c^DD^ed with the city i but I lee very plainly the 
necefiity i Ihall be under of decbriog in the moft 
public manner my opinion of the matter to my ac- 
quaintance ) and thi9 Imul\ do in defence of my own 
reputation. Vou cannot be ferved this way ; but 
yoD-may if you pleafe expofe youifelf and your bro- 
ther, without advantage, and effeAually prevent being 
fcrred by any other meant. If your brother thinkt 
to be too cunning for the public, he will certainly find 
himfelf miftakcn { for as fomebody hai faid, there it 
so cover large enough to hide itfelf. Why will not 
your brother when an occafion fhall o^er propofe hint' 
felf, if he judges it proper, I dare fey he would 
iBcei wich 00 cppofiEion ; but for his own fake 1 
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fhould not advife him to it. I am fatisfied with hit 
reafoning on that particular. Mr. TownfenJ went 
away as foon as you had fpoken to me ; To that I had 
no opportunity of conferring with him as yoa defired, 
nor fhould I have done it fuddenly and without reflec- 
tion. If he, or any one elfe ihould ever (peak to me* 
on the fubjedl, I think myfelf bound to declare my 
fentiments mod flrongly againft it, becaufe it has a dif- 
honourable appearance, and is wrong : and I mean to 
keep a very ilrift guard over myfelf, that no private 
attachment, connexion, intereft or firiendfhip, or fear 
of difpleafmg, fhall ever make me confent to what my 
reafon and honour cannot give an entire approbation. 
When I fee you, I will explain to you as much at 
large, and as explicitly as you ihall defire, all my ob- 
jediions to your fcheme ; and V defire. you to accept 
this letter as proceeding entirely from that friendly 
fincerity with which I wifh you to believe me. 

Your moft obedient, humble Servant, 

^«g«/4- John Horni. 

" P. S. Pray Ihew this letter to your brother, that 
he may well weigh this affair, and receive from me, 
if he thinks it worthwhile, my farther reafons." 

Under examined copy of this letter Mr. Oliver at 
the fame time wrote as follows : 

" The above is p literal copy of a letter fent by 
me for the Rev. Mr. Home, on the 4th of Augoft, 
1 770, to Mr. Heaton Wilkes. Witnefs my hand. 

Richard Ouvbr," 
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Upon this letter I had ifterwardi fume verj d'H' 
teaiaoC convecfation with Mr. Heiton Wilkes, and 
ot much better with Mr John Wilket, who denied 
bat he had ever approved the meafure ; but infilled 
ipon it, that his brother had as good a right to be a 
andidate as any other peribn. Mr. Heaton Wilkes 
las continued his canvafs, which he began many 
nonthi before he was a ireeman, down to this time, 
ind waa made free of the ci^ of London on the 271)1 
if Uft September. 

JOHN HORNE. 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 
LETTER VII. 

"THE palm of fidelity and exaanefi (T thiiifc 
/on (ay) " (hall be yielded to the Alderimin of Par- 
' ringdon-Withont," Do you mean \)\efJiliij yoii 
aemplify by publifting private letters ? or the txaa- 
tefs with which you difcharge your obligation! i Js 
:liere dUxrfiJtlity or txaSne/j in what you (ay a few 
ines afterwards? " As to the vi-^inunia fi tihjh of 
• Eutrapeliu it ought undoubtedly to be — bis acqaain- 
' ta^e '—aM—im — Wbttber the printer or I made 
" the Irijling millake, / Ja net rtcalUa" Not re- 
nllefl a drcomftance of this kind at the difUnce of 
rwo diys ! you are very txaa truly ! The mlHako 
tfelfiibuta/rj^/a^one, andfuchasyou have always 
xen vcrjr apt to make, only a difference of mtum 
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and tM&m ; am! whether the bad diixt&tr ^veb hf 
Horace relates to you or to me. 

You re -quote that part of your letter of Oftober 
iQy 1767, where it is faid, '* Send me liieewHe tfari 
** account of the little horfe, wttd I will pay the re- 
•' mainder to Mr. Panchaud.** On this pai&ge yot 
make the following obfervation — " Pray, Sir, What 
is the meaning of the word remaittJer in that fen- 
trnce? Why did you not print that word in itslies?** 
Sir, the words in that fencence which I ihocild chafe 
to print in italics are the words — " JwiU paji*^ 
becaufe whatever the '* retnaindir'* may be, you have 
not from that time to this moment, a diibuiGS cSfam' 
ytars^ ever paid a farthing of it. Vou fay— -ydtt pad 
Mr. Wildman frven guineas-^l (hall ufe your own 
authority againil yourfelf, which is indeed the only 
u(c that can fairly be made of it. In your letter to 
Mr. Wildman, dated April 30, 1767, (the datt 
which was accidentally omitted) you fay — " Shall I 
pay the 7I. los. to Foley and ?anchaud on your ac- 
count?" — You therefore acknowlecge 7 1. los.to be 
the remainder for the iHir/e^ iiidependent of the other 
tcmmijpons which you imincdiaiely afterwards fay^ 
•* YOU ivili tah care*'* fhall like wife be paid to Fo- 
ley and Panchaud. The hoifc, furniture, and ex- 
rences came to 1 2 L 15 s. that is the charge made for 
them by Mr. Wildman. If you had paidyk;^ir gui- 
neas, why do you acknowledge the remainder to be 
^1. IDS. The truth is, that «t your departure you 
told Mr. Wildman you had five guineas more thaa 
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Ibfficaent to tarry ym to Paris, and as there were 
fome nifl it ig artidcs to pay for, ftidi as wafhing yomr 
lincDi whkh were to be fent after you, ix. you gave 
liim thtfi'&t guineas on account : Whkh fum deduc- 
ted from 12!. 155. for ybuT hoHc leaves exaftly the 
^emmmkr you acknowledged on the 30th of Apirilj 
1767, of 7 1. 10 Si 

My lettel" to!d yoil that Mr. Reynolds alked Mr. 
Wildman at Bath either to fubfcrrbe the Whole debt, 
Ik 10 take the tompoimon paid by the Loudon Ta- 
Tem> and that Mr. Wildtoan Tcfufed; To which ydd 
r^y, tfeat Mr. Reynolds never applied to Mr. Wild- 
man ; ftnd x\kiX this ^itebt is not in the M of thofe 
which were delivered in. What fort x)f opinion muft 
you have of the underfiahding of mankind, to imagine 
that inch (hulfllmg can frnpote upon any one ? 

You " EXPECT that every letter <]rf yours (hould 
be left at Mr. Woodfall's." Sir, to cut this matter 
very (hort^ 'if you do not fpecdily caufe to be paid 
39 1, IS. yd. due from you to Mr. Wildman, on 
the above accounts, you may expect that the au- 
thenticity of your letters will be better proved than 
hy leaving them at the printer's ; fmce you deny the 
debt it will bfe proper to try the qucftion ; and let the 
fuccefs of the adion determine the juliice of Mr. 
Wiklman's claim. And here. Sir, 1 will tnke the 
liberty to give you fome advice which may be ufcful 
to yon.; and to recommend it I will convey it in the 
form moft pleafing to you — A quotation, ^^^Homifirm 
wgfftiofum Marcum Antoruum ainrit folitum ej/e dicer e^ 
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jdoirco ft null am unquam orationem scRlPSisa^^ ^ 
Ji quid aliquando non opus ejfet ah fe effe di£ium^ 
fi negare dixiffe, 

I perceive you do not chufe to deny having reocired 
tke penjion from fome part of the Rockingham ad- 
mintilration ; but inflead of it, give us a letter to 
Mr. Onflow on the 12th of December 1765. The 
word prtcariouSf in that letter, is a vtsy ugly rcafon 
for a patriot to give againft acceptmg a /^;r/$i0xr, which 
was offered to him in order to keep him quiet abroad : 
But what fhall we fay if he afterwards received the 
money? I expect you to give a chary unequi*uocal 
anfwer on the fubjed ; remembering always the above 
quotation. Why do you fay nothing of the other 
extrad from my letter about the expedtations you had 
formed of being fent ambafiador to Conflantinople, a 
fliort time before your letter againU the Duke of Grafton 
was publifhed ? 

The extradls you have meanly made from my let- 
ter, had not the leaft relation to any thing in difcuf- 
flon ; you gave them merely to injure me in my pro- 
feiCon : It was needlefs. I gave up all hopes of pre- 
ferment from the moment I £rfl embarked in the 
public caufe. I did then determine to be as prudent 
as I could ; but, if it was necefTary, to facrifice all that 
I could call my oivn : I continue in the fame refolo- 
tion ; and when I (hall have fpent the laft farthing, 
I will retire and earn my bread before I eat it ; and 
carrying with me my own approbation, Ijhallnoe 
blufh when my elbow comes through my coat ; nay. 
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SiOitId I even be recced to the fUte of our firll pa- 
tm,U, I Ihould, like them, be naie^ without being 
»fi)ant»d. 

JOHN HORNR. 

TO THE PRINTER. 

S I R,. 
I N my letter of the i8th, I thooght it my duty 
to inform the public of federal particulars relative to 
the conduft of Mr. Home, that they might form a 
jult opinion of bis real cbara&r. His anfwer, in 
yonr paper of yelterda/, leaves the moft cfTential parts 
totally uncontradicted. His letter, however, is con- 
ceived in fuch trifling, impudent and fcurrilous terms, 
that it does not become me, as a gentleman, to leply 
to it. I will not trouble the public with what does 
not concern them. It is in vain to keep up a corref- 
pondeoce with a man who fignt his name to ilUfiunded, 
ptrfenal irruiSi'vii every day.' But I can, and will 
fully jollify myfeif in every thing to the public. And 
I give a flat coniradiflion to his particular accufation 
about the afiUir of Mr. D'Eon ; that is a 'wHful, at 
well as a malU'iaui Lye. 1 defy Mr. Home to prove 
this, or any other of his allertions againU me in his 
letter of yefterday. I now call upon him for the 
•uihaU rvidenci relative to the late bufinefs of Mr. 
D'Eon. I declare upon my honour, that I tieither 
am, nor ever have been, concerned direAly or in- 
directly, in any Policy or Policies, about Mr. 

H2 
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D'^Ecn, as is fnfamoofly and faMefy ^at^d by him. 
And here I take my leave of fatfon Home for tvwv 
and deliver him over to my friend Mr. Wilkes, to be 
flead as A|k>IIo did Miirfyas ; and I now leave him» as 
A Judas* (into whom the devil has entered) to the 
mercy of his brethren of the black cloth, to be dealt 
with according to his demerit. 

Majzi. HUMPHRY COTES. 

To the Rev. Wr. BORNE. 

SIR, Pritoce*t Court, TtieOiy, Miy tS* 

I THANK yocf for theentcrtaintnent of your 
Jixth fetter. The idea of ^avunfazthfid echo, altho' not 
qu te new and onginal, ispdrfeftly zmnfmg ; but, like 
Bayes, you love to elevate and furprize. I wifli yoo 
would give the lift of echoes of this kind, l^hich you 
Jiave heard in ypor travels through France and Italy. 
i h&ve read of only one foch in a neighbouring king- 
dom. Ifyouaiky Ho<w doyoudoF it afnfWers, Pretty 
twell I thank you. The found of your mfaithfld ech§ 
can only be paralelled by JadkHume^s jfiXr»r^ with ll 
filly founds in the tragedy of Douglas : 

The torrent rujhing o'er it's pebbly banks 
Infiife) filence with zftilly. founds 

I InVe heard of the^iMling, the mimie^ thtjbrill^thi. 
Th9 difcovery of an unfaithful echo was refenred lor 
Mr. Hornc. ReaUy, Sir, I (houldhave thought, not- 



withftancHng idl yoar rage, "yea inight have fuflcrtd 
an eciw to^b&fiiUhful. I did not cxpe£l noveUy^ or 
variety^ much Je($ infidelity^ irom strT ^0^0. 

Bv^ry thing you hayeadvanced relat«^'to the town- 
ckrkfhip and Mr. Reynolds, you w'eU*'kriiQw to be 
wholly a lying impoflure of your own. 1 never had 
a moGrieAt*s converfation with you on the rubjc6i, nor 
have I at any time in my life mentioned to Mrv Rey- 
nolds his being town- clerk. I declare the whole of 
this aocu(ation againft me is one entire falfhood. No 
courder (eems to me to enjoy the luxury of lying 
equal to the miniAer of New Brentford. 

As to the chamberlainihip, you, and many others, 
have warmly and frequently prefTed me to offtr m^ 
icf vices ip cafe of a vacancy. My anfwer has regu* 
larly been, *< I neyer will aoccpt' it. I know it in- 
<* deed to be |he moft lucrative office in the gift of the 
*' city, but I can be more ufefiil in my prefen< fta- 
^* tioa. J am not avaricious. My wifhes are now 
'.* few, and ea£ly gratified.'^ AU my fri6n4s knpw 
Ihis has been my conftanc anfwer. Early ia thd \^ 
foqimer my hrocbe r Parted to me the idea of his offer- 
ing his ferviees for the chamberlainfhip on the fif ft va- 
cancy, and faid that he hoped he fhoold fucceed both 
from his near relationfhip to me, and the intereft of 
his private friends. 1 endeavouted to diiTuade him 
firOB the pfojedl, which I thought would be hurtliil to 
tumielf as well as to me. 

I obfervedy that it would be fufpefled by thofe who 
4id pa( kpQw me» that I was to {hare the profits with 
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him, that I was in£hit£]y'fuperior to fuch ideaf, 
would in no way be concerned, that the chuim 
brother for th^. fet^ice of another was the filly ^ojM 
doctrine ofjfh^hi merits that he mud neceflarily qoic 
his prefegt iTufl^ners, &c. &c. I wilhed him earneiUy 
at that 6ms to. abandon fuch a fcheme. He was not 
convmded, but perMed in the refolution to offer bis 
feivides. I was very explicit on the occafion. I told 
him, that he would have my vote, but that I would 
not fpeak to a fuigle liveryman. 1 have had more 
than one converiation with Mr. Alderman Oliver on 
this fubjedl, to whom I always talked in the iaae 
Arain. Although he refufed me jufUce in the a{^}eal 
about the firfl letter iigned Scourge^ I call upon him to 
Hate to the public every thing, which has pafled be- 
tween us relative to the chamberlainfhip. My bro- 
ther told me Mr. Home abfolutely promifed him 
every fervice, when they met at Guildford on the firft 
of Auguft. On my return to town the beginning of 
September I faw Mr. Home's letter, and I com- 
plained the firft time I was with him of the illiberal 
treatment of me, and of his dirty injinuations. He 
faid, I ought to advertife againfl my brother, if he 
flood candidate. I laughed at fuch a proportion, and 
remarked to him that in this free country my brother 
had a right in (iich a cafe to do as he liked, whether 
Home or I approved or not, and as much claim to be 
a candidate as any other man, .but I owned I thoHgKt 
the meafure imprudent. You are forced to acknow- 
ledge, " Mr. John Wilkes denied that he had cvff,, 
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"approved tlie raeafure; bat infiftea upon it, t)iat 
" hi» brother had as good a right to be a candidate as 
" any other perfon." 

In your fonnet writings you painted me as a mon- 
fler of ingratitude, facriiicing my beil friendi to my 
own private advantage. In the letter to Mr, Cotes 
you fay, " Mr. Wilkes, who never yet tieritaied 
" about laaificing his friends for the majt trifling mo- 
" Mfn/ir^ advantage to himfelf— " In i\»ifixib letter 
I am drawn by the fame painter as the moil: generous 
of mankind, thinking of nothing but pravi£ng for 
tntfritnds, and confining all the laoUmints of the city 
ta my aliornm, agtnts, and particular adherents, facti- 
fitang the public caiifc, all my o^n -vie^-.-s, and all my 

fatriilifm, to them " Reynolds has done (b much 

" and is every day doing fo much for me, that I tbiiik 
" he ought to be fixed upon as town-clerk," " I 
" think I ought to confider fomething about provid- 
" ing for my friends, and being prepared ivith candi- 
*' dales for the city offices." I was reprefented be- 
fgre 33 facriiicing my friends to my own private ad- 
vantage, noiu 1 am made to facrifice myfeif and the 
great caufe to the private advantage of my friends. 
Is it pofiible. Sir, the fame man could fit for both 
thefe pifture!, and to the fame artill ? Such an ar[ift 
muft furely be as unfaithful as — an echo. 

Voufay, " I have been diligent to gain you powers 
" which may be perverted to mifchief." I dcfire to 
know what " powers may not be perverted to mif- 
chief i" acd vi\i2X powers have afluatly been perverted 
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tQ mi/chief by Mr. Wilkes, is die qocAion? Y(m inW 
folendy precend to bave made hifxi an Alderman. Aro 
the powers he exerted about the prt/s-noarrants^ tbf 
illegal proclamation^ the ipiprifonmnt of the friniirtf 
the dcll'vering bimfjf the recogni%ance$ into cowl 
againli an exprefs refolution of the Houfe of Com- 
roons, are thefe the powers he has perverted to mif- 
chief? Come forward, Sir^ with a fingle proof of hit 
abufc oi power. 

You declare, ** Such a praCtke wpuld very wpll 
^' fuit thofe who wifh a chaoge of minifters. For 99 
•• /^r/ /iv/}^ «(?yifi^ Z'^'*^-" ^0 ^>* ^ believe yoa 
to be fincere, for you have private hopes from theie 
traitors both to their king and country, and the 
llronged aflurances that yoi^r prefent fervices fi^ll not 
pafs unrewarded. £ut did you WtJ(gn the Midtlk- 
/ex petit ion to his piajefly, " tobanifh from his royal 
** favour, truft, and confidence, for ever, thofe evil 
'* and pernicious counfellors, who have endeavoured 
•' to alienate the affedlion of his majjeily from his mod 
" fincere and dutiful fubjefts, apd whofe fuggeltions 
•' tend to deprive his people of their dear eft and moft 
•• eftntiJ rights,"^" &c. &c. ? Hs^ve we not nearly the 
fame miniilprs now, and has not the chancellor rf thi 
Exchequer particularly diflinguifhed himfelf againft the 
facred right of elefiion ? Yet you declare yoa do not 
ivijh the removal of the adlqal miniflcrs. What have 
been all your efforts for the laft four years ? Have you 
been a3ing a lie^ and pretending to bring about a thing 
in which you did not ^\.ij% to fuccccd ? The folly pf 
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yonr prefent confedion can only be equalled by the 
^plki(y o£ >oar paft coiacLu6l. Your treachery at 
length ftuids revved by yourfeU* ta all iiih9iikiiid» 
hot youF fewers rf mij^bief aro paiibd away never to 

YoQTfii^e^i letter of this diy osents little notice. 
At laft you ar< forced to fay^ that Mr. Wiidman ac- 
knowledges 4« receiving /z^^ guiiueaa, 1 dedare the 
fum wasy^^ff, for the i&(?r/^. Before I left England^^ 
f paid the article of ivafiing th§ limn, Mr. Rey- 
nolds never did apply to Mr, Wiidman aboat that 

I left your original letters at the printer's to prove 
that I w^ e}$ad in my quotations. I exfeQed the 
fame treatment from you, becaufe I fufpedled that the 
pf&ges cited firom my letters were not corredly gi- 
ven, and a date was omitted. Your anfwer is a re- 
fufal tp leave the original letters of mine for infpec- 
tion at the printer's, and you add, " You may 
^' EXPECT that the authenticity of your letters will be 
^' better proved than by leaving them at the prin- 
f * ter's." Can the authenticity of letters be better 
proved to the writer than by leaving them at the prin^ 
ter's ? Let the public likewife have attefted copies, if 
neceflary. Your fhuffling anfwer will not impofe. I 
again in£ft that the original of every letter you have 
quoted, or (hall quote, be left at Mr. WoodM's in 
his cuftody fbr my perufal. As to your brother-in- 
law, Mc. Wiidman, let him deliver his account ot^ 
p^tb. I will follow him into Weflminfter-Hall. 
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When you mention the itijunngyw in your trofef" 
fion^ recolledt the un^r and unprovoked treatment of 
Mr. Adair in his frofejpon. He furely has his pro- 
feffion at heart as much as the Rev. Mr. Home. Thcf 
injury of which yon complain, is received from your- 
ielf, from a letter of your own, of which you kept a 
copy, publifhed in confequence of the treachery of 
your own conduct. Scorpion-like, you have ftung 
yourfelf to death. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES, 

TO THE PRINTER. 

SIR, 

I N his letter of this day, Mr. Home fays, " Mr. 
'* Reynolds came to me and told me he defired my 
** advice and affiftance ; that Mr. Wilkes had been 
•* talking to him about being town -clerk. I repeated 
•* to Mr. Reynolds the arguments 1 had ufed to 
•' Mr. Wilkes, with many others, particularly affeft- 
** ing Mr. Reynolds ; and Mr. Reynolds told me 
" he was convinced by what I had faid, and fhoald 
•* think no more of it." 

I declare upon my honour that I have never at any 
time had any converfation either with Mr. Wilkes or, 
Mr. Home about being town clerk, and that the above 
paragraphs in Mr. Home's letter are abfolutely fidfe. 

Motd^'M^V JOHN REYNOLDS.- 
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TO THE PRINTER. 

SIR, 
I N anfwer to Mr. Cotes^s polite note ofyelierday, 
J dciire you to give this public notice in your paper^ 
that — If any gentleman of honour and chara£ler will' 
engage his honour and good faith to bring the affair 
of the POLICIES concerning 'D'Eoxk/eriouJIy before a 
court of juftice, I will afliit him effeSually to pro- 
duce fufficient evidence to prove that the whole is a 
fraud ; and that the under- writers of thofe policies 
are difcharged not only from all legal but from all 
honourable obligations of payment. 

Vinc-ft«ct, Piccadilly, JOKNHORNE, 

Maya9, 1771. 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

SIR, 

I A M unwilling to interfere in the difpute between 
you and Mr. Home, who have both deferved welt 
of the public, and are fo fully qualified to fight your 
own battles ; but as I perceive a miftake in your lail 
letter, where you mention my name, which it is In 
my power to correal, and as it is a pofition agreed, 
that the people have a right to truth, I cannot by my^ 
filence admit you to have given an exad reprefenta- 
tion of your condudl refpe£ling Mr. Home's letter 
from Montpellier. 

The fentiment you would have the world adopt 
15, that the firft pioduftion of that letter was in con- 
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frquence of what I faid, 9M to conobo^i^te your an- 
fwer ; therefore not a wanton or deiigned poblkatkm 
of a pr. vate and confidential letter. I am pcrfuadedy 
that no converfation pad^ between us, wUck can 
juflify fuch a conllrudtion upon your condu6l. I lirft 
heard of the letter, not from yourfelf, but from per- 
fons to whom you had previoufiy fhewn it ; and it 
was firft produced to me at a meeting at the Devil 
Tavern, called the Retributigu C/uh, where I believe 
I was at that time the only ilranger to it*s contentSji 
amidfl a dozen other gentlemen in the roomy and be- 
fore which time you had never fpoken to me of fuch 
a letter. Some of the company afked me, *' Whe- 
tl\er I had not feen the letter which Mr. Wilkes had 
of Mr. Horne*s ?'' and as foon as the letter was men- 
tioned, you produced it. I confefs that I frequently 
took occafion, and probably did fo at that meeting, 
to declare (hat Mr. Home had made fome fuch afler- 
tion as you mention ; becaufe his former CQunedlion 
or intercourfc with you, which he had then quitted, 
created the only difficulty in my mind refpedting Mr. 
Home's condudl, in other rei'peds equally honour- 
able to himfelf and ferviceable to you. But your 
adion is now coupled with my declaration, in a man- 
ner to which they have no relation. 

Having rendered this juftice to Mr. Horne, I ftaU 
be equally ready to do the fame juftice to you ; when- 
ever I find him trefpafling upon truth, either through 
wilfulnefs or miftake^ in any matters which come 
immediately within my knowledge. As to the par- 
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ties wlio are now contefling, I have no reafon to wlOi 
foocel^ on one fide more than on the t>ther ; and I 
cettsunly (ball noCxlecide opon a dilute till it is ended. 
As yet, I msof hf with Liidm, 

•^—^S^uisjufiius indutt artna 

Scire nefas ; ntagno /e ju£ce qmfifm tuetur. 

It is thecaoft of liberty I wiih to promote, atiKi I 
care not by whofe hand it trina^s. Of that c^^ 
ftkme I defire to be efteemed a partizao^ and not ^ 
iutf individaal. I have the honour to be. 

With regard^ SHI, 
Your moft obe^etit humble Servant, 

Liricdhi-. Ian, ROBERT l^ORRlS. 

To ROBERT MORRIS^ Efq. 

'S I R, PrinceVCourt, Wcdncfday, May 29, 

I N yoar letter of this day you are ^leafed to fay, 
**l firft heard of the letter, (Mr, Hornets Utter from 
** -Mentpeliier) not from yottrre}f, but from perfons to 
" whom you had previoufiy fhewn it ; and it was firft 
** ^produced to me at a nteedng at the Devil Tavern, 
** called the RetrilmtiQu Club^ where I believe I was 
** al that time the only flranger to it* s contents, a9v<^ft 
*^. a dozen other gentlemen in the room, and before 
•* which time you had never fpoken to me of fuch a let- 
«• tcr. Some of the company a&ed me, " Whether 
« I bad not foea the letter which Mr. Wilkes had of 
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" Mr. Hornets ?** and as foon as the letter was men> 
*' doned, yoa podaced it. I confeA, that I fre- 
quently TOOK OCCASION, and prohobly did ft 
at that meeting, to declan that Mr. Horme had 
made fome fucb ajfertion as y u mention y The 
hti is tnat you. Sir, Infrequently faid to feveral of 
your friends, " Mr. Home told me he had always the 
**/ame opinion of Mr. Wilkes," and once to myfel( 
before the meeting at the Devil Tavern. My anfwer 
had been to you, '* Not always the fame. When I 
" fee you next, I will convince you of it.'* I kncv 
you were to dine at the meeting at the Devil Tavern. 
-1 brought the letter with me for your pefufal. Yoo 
came late. Several gentlemen before your arrival 
mentioned your declaration about what Mr. Home 
had faid. I then produced the letter, which was read 
before you came by the other gentlemen, and by 
yourfelf afterwards. You confirmed to us what had 
been faid by Mr. Home. I defire you to afk any of 
the dozen gentlemen prefent, whether I have not exactly 
ibted the £i£t. 

The letter from Montpellier is dated Jan. 3, 1766. 
Will you pleafe, Sir, to name any one gentleman 
who read it prior to the late difpute between Mr. 
Home and myfelf, and likewife to your own declara- 
tion, that " Mr. Home told you he had always the 
**fame opinion of Mr. Wilkes." 

I am, SI R, 

Your very humble Servant, 
JOHN WILKES. 
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TO THE PRINTER. 

SIR, 

I W I L L not have any news-paper controverfy 
with Mr. Wilkes ; but fince he has called upon me, 
I will give my atteftation to what T know. 
> Mr. Home has told the truth as far as he has ufed 
my name in his letter to Mr. Wilkes. — It is Hkewife 
true that Mr. Wilkes did, after Mr. Home's letter to 
his brother, deny to me that he approved his brother *s 
attempt. 

I never did reflife to do Mr. Wilkes juftice : I 
was called upon in the Public Advertifer, Jan. 1 8, 
anonymouily, but did not obey that anonymous call : 
Mr. Wilkes afterwards told me I ought to anfwer 
that call : I was of a different opinion : I fhould have 
anfwered it if Mr. Wilkes had put his name to it ; 
bat I muft have anfwered it contrary to his wifhes, 
the (si&, not being as (bted by him. 

Fcnchurch-Strcct, RICHARD OLIVER. 

30th May, 1 77 1. 

To Mr. JOHN WILDES. 

LETTER VIIL 

MR. COTES and Mr. Reynolds feem to declare 
upon their honour with as little fcruple as Jews Iwear 
on the New Teftament. Alas ! the policies will en- 
rich the one no more than the to-wn-clerkfiip the 
other. And Mr. Wilkes, whofe ** heart is atprefent 
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'^ too full to fay one m)ori^ except bufe$Ungs of gri* 
** titude^^'* wQl fome time hence fay to them, ts hb 
does now to Mr. Wildman — *' Deliver in yoftr tc^ | 
'* count on oath : I sn'"^ follow yoa hito Wefbnin- 
** fter-Hall." — Mr. Wildman, Sit, •mH /W yMi 
there. 

Mr. Reynolds is a bold ihan, though he it made t0 
blufh fo often. Some months iince, befbrey^^ gen* 
tlemen at the London Tavern, I was driven to imr- 
tion thefe fcandalous views upon the tonitu-^riti and 
tbamberlains ofHces ; and from thence accouftted 4er 
the treatment I received from fome gentlemen in Aac 
fociety, becaufe I could not concur in thofe thingSi 
and in fome othen of a like diihonounfble natme, 
Mr. Reynolds is modeft enough to blufh, thbugh not 
modeft enough to avoid the occafion. Though I did 
not mention Mr. Reynolds's name aloud.'he underftood 
me : liebluihed, was filent, and hung down his head: 
his confufion was vilible to ali preibnr, and was in- 
creafcd by the harmlefs queflion of one gentleman, 
who innocently cflied Mr. Reynolds whilft I was 
fpeaking, whom I meant about the town-clerkdiip ? 
To which Mr. Reynolds returned no anfwer, sM)d yet 
was underfiood by his f:icc. Afterwards he recover- 
ed himfelf fufficicncly to deny it, privately in convert 
faiiofi, 10 feveral gentlemen : but be then gave a very 
cifFcrent account to them from that which he hat no^ 
declared upon his honour. He acknowledged a con- 
verfation between us on ilie fubjeft j but denied that 
he came to me, and iuiiiied th^c 1 w^at to iu houfe^ 
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.nd propoffed it to bim^ It is not pleafant to aft: 
^z\j;lemcn to attelc things in the papers ; however, 
f Mn Reynolds will deny thefe circumftances, I am 
lire a fenfe of truth and honour will induce them very 
readily to give their atteilation. 

You endeavour to make me appear incondilent, by 
** fuppoiing you at one time as facrificing your fiiends 
** to your own advantage, and at another time as fa- 

crifidng youffelf and thegreai cauft to the private 

advantage of your friends/^ No fuch thing. Sir ; 
I have not fo mtli-eprerented you ; I allow that you 
freUnded yoMT friends and the gnat cauje as each belt; 
iiiited your purpofe ; but merely for your own private 
advantage, regardlefs of either. 

You fay (as you did before) that you did not ap- 
prove your brother's attempt j although, not ap- 
proving it, he (hall have your vote. You faid fo, it 
is true ; but I did not believe the truth of what ycu 
faid. Your brother ufed the argument of your aj^ro- 
hmtion very ii.rongly to me as well as to others. I 
know that, like you, he h:s fince choten to deny it.. 
Unfortunately for you both, Sir, he has made a iv; ♦/- 
ten application. He applied to me on the /rft of 
Augull. On ihc/hurth I wrote him the letter which 
I have publifhed. On the fixtb he wrote thui to Mr. 
fiellft.% addrefled to him at Farnham in Surrey. 

St. John Square 6 Au^ft 1770 

*' Sir, 
«• I applied the lafl court day to Mr. Towers to 
MDiinate mc at the meeting of the fiihmongers com^ 

I 
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pany, as Mr. Pearfon was out of town he did not diofe 
to rilk it, he faid Mr. Sawbridge*s refufal had made 
them very angry. Their fine is raifed from jf . ij to 
^.25. and the livery about twenty pounds, w". you 
have a little leifure I fhould be exceedingly obliged 
to you if you would ^vor me w'^. a few lines & 
whatever diredions you gi?e I ihall always be happy 
to aft w***. y"^. approbation. 

" A fhort tinie pad I hear a vacancy had like to 
have happened in the chamberlains office. S^ S. T. 
Janfen was dangeroufly ill. My brother is firmly de- 
termined not to accept any place in the dty ; & as be 
'very kindly has ajfured me he Jhould affrovg of wy 
offering my fervices to the city when a vacancy wis to 
happen, & ijuould do me all the fervice in his power ^ 
it would make me very happy if you would give roe 
your advice, and fhould my deiign of offering myfelf 
meet w'**. your approbation, I am fure the livery 
of London are fo feniible of the very great obligations 
they lie under to you & wf brother I fhould certainly 
fucceed. 

I am S'. 

Y^ much obliged 

& mofl obedient Servant 

HeaTOM VVlLKiS." 

Now, Sir, what fubterfuge ? Did you approve, or 
did you not ? If you did not approve, what credit can 
for the future be given to your brother ? And whofe 
teflimony will you employ to prove that you were 
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not to have 2.Jhare in the office ? You are very dlf- 
jcreet when you refufe to *• accept any place in the 
•* city." The difpofal of all would be much more 
lucrative to you than the poiTeflion Q^one ; and if, in- 
ftead of 2^Jhare^ your candidates were all able, like 
Mr. Reynolds, to advance the price of the office, 
your gain would be lefs precarious. 

Will you content yourfelf, as you have hitherto 
done, to deny all and leave it on your own bare au- 
thority ? I believe you will ; for 1 know that you 
cannot defend yourfelf a moment without being driven 
to an impudent manifeft contradiction of the moft 
confident circumflances ; the beft attefled truths ; the 
moft notorious fads ; and the clear teflimony 6f foroe 
of the moft refpedable public men in the world, I 
mean Mr. Oliver, Mr. Townfend, Mr. Sawbridge, 
Mr. Glynn, Sir Robert Bernard, Mr. Bellas, Mr. 
Lovell, &c. &Ct Thefe, with a great number of other 
gentlemen of confiderable charadter in private Na- 
tions, have been witnefTes to the whole of my condu6l $ 
to* them I fhall be forced frequently to appeal, and 
with the moft perfed confidence I trufl my character 
to their affirmations \ againfl the declarations upon 
honour of fuch men as Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Humphry 
Cotes, 

JOHN HORNE. 



I2 
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To the Worthy LIVERYMEN of the City of 

LONDON. 

Gentlemen, 
MR H O R N E having drawn my name out 
very unfairly in a difpute in which I apprehend I am 
not the leail concerned, I feel myfelf under the ne- 
celfiry of juftifying my condudt from the falfe and 
malicious charges which Mr. Home has fuatrtonfy 
brought .againit me, to prejudice xne in a parfuit, 
which I trufl yoa. Gentlemen, will think fair and 
honourable. 

Laft Auguft there was too much reafon to appre? 
hend a vacancy in the Chamberlain*s of&ce. 

Prefuming that my near rclationfliip to John WilkcJ, 
Efq. could be no objedlion to my offering my fer vices 
to you, I applied to Mr. Home and Mr. Bellas for 
their affillance. Mr. Home's anfwer was, Mr. Wilkes, 
yoa know I am no liveryman, but I wiU do you all 
the fervice in my power. I then added, Mr. Home, 
I am not intimate with Mr. Townfend, yoit are, I 
ihall be much obliged to you if you will fpeak to him. 
This was all that paiTed. In this, as on many other 
occalions, Mr. Home has thought £t to change his 
opinion, and to charge me with a condufl, I fliould 
be as much alhamed of, as of the part Jie is novt 
afiing. 

Mr. Horne*s declaration that I canvaiTed fome 
months before I was a freeman, and have cootinoed 
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if to this time, U a fliameful faJlhood. After I men- 
tioned it to my brother, I told my intentions to many 
efray friends. I declare on my honor I have not to 
this hour aflced any one liveryman for his vote. From 
my friends I met with a general approbation of my 
intentions ; and when our worthy and able Chamber- 
lain quits the poll, I can claim many unaiked promifes. 

Gendemen, though from Mr. Home's lying accu- 
fations, my brother, from the delicate fenfe he has 
of his public Htuation, may not chufe I fhould claim 
any merit from our connexion, I hope near relation - 
(hip will not be imputed to me as a demerit ; and I 
am fatisfied the only reafon why my brother difap- 
proves of my intention^ is the report he was to have 
a ihare. 

I defire to appeal to Mr. Oliver for the truth of 
the following converfation which paiTed at his houfe 
at Putney, on which Mr. Home has grounded his 
charge of my brother intending to have a fhare. 

Mr. Oliver told me that as he and his brother had 
fublcribed fo very largely, Mr. Wilkes's family and 
particularly myfelf ought to have contributed more. 
I told him I had at firft (ubfcribed one hundred guinea* 
towards the payment of my brother's debts, and he 
knew feveral fums I had paid fince ; that I had not 
been in a profitable trade, and my fortune was very 
frr from large ; that (hould I fucceed by the generofsty 
of the livery, I (hould then have it in my power, and 
at had always been my wifh to be able to aflilt my 
brother more liberally. 

I3 
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Long may our prefent upright Chamberlain hold 
the office ; and give me leave to declare, with all 
due refpefl, that whenever a vacanqr (hall happen, I 
fhall take the earlieft opportunity of ofFering my (cr-r 
vices. I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your mod obedient Servant, 

St. Tohn*8 Square. 

3.Ma,.?77.. HEATON WILKES. 

To the Hev. Mr. H O K N E. 

SIR, Prince's Court, Friday, May 31, 

YOUR eighth letter refpedls Mr. Cotes and Mr, 
Reynolds more than Mr. Wilkes. Whether either of 
thofe gentlemen will think it worth their while to an- 
fwer a man, whole charadler for veracity has long 
been forfeited, I cannot fay : my own ftri^ures fliall 
be few. 

You declare, ** Some months fince before forty 
*' gentlemen at the London Tavern I was driven to 
** mention thefe fcandalous views upon the town- 
" c/erk's and chamberlain s offices." At the meet- 
ing on the 1 1 th of laft December, after 1 ivas gone^ 
you abufed me for near two hours, and was frequently 
called to order. You threw out many dark and fu- 
fpicious infiRuations, but did not mention, as I am 
told, a fingle word of the toion- clerk's or chamber- 
lains office. 1 complained of the bafeneis of your 
condudl to feveral of my friends, to Mr. Sawbridgc 
in oarticular. I told him, that from motives of deli- 
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cncy, as my own private affairs were frequently the 
fitbje^ of the fociety's deliberatioas, I had hitherto 
always retired early, but that at the next meeting I 
meant to defire their permiflion to continue the whole 
time, to anfwer any queflions, either of a public or 
private nature, and to give the fuUeft explanation pof- 
iible of every thing. The next meeting was on the 
2 2d of January. It was very full. I then took no- 
tice to the fociety, " That many oblique invedlives 
** had been thrown out againfi me at the former 
** meeting after my departure y that I had hitherto 
made it a rule to retire before any private bufinefs 
relative to myfelf became the fubje£l of their deli- 
" berations, left my prefence fliould be thought to in- 
" fluence any gentleman, that the moft unfair advan- 
^ tige had been taken of this to calumniate me in my 
** abfencey but that, with the permifiion of the fociety, 
'" 1 fhould continue among them that whole evening ; 
'^ and I defired any gentleman who had the leaft 
doubt about any part of my conduit, public or pri- 
vate, to ftate the doubt, and the moil explicit 
" anfwer ftiould diredly be given to every particular ; 
** that I had no referves of any kind for that fociety, 
" that I fhould be unworthy of their proteAion, if I 
•* did not fully explain to them the whole of my 
** conduit, all my paft actions, all future vienvs for 
** myfelf, relations, or friends, of which I was fu- 
*• fpedled, and that I knew them to be fair and ho- 
** nourable, able to ftand the teft of the moft rigid 
^' enquiry." What was your reply ? Yoa only faid 
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that you thought I meant to attack yoa, and that I 

had not been named by you. I anfwered» *' I flaixi 

*' in the memory of the fociety, if for near two hours 

** together you had not at the lad meeting made a 

'' continued invedlive ngainft me, and been upon that 

•* account fcveral times called to order." You did 

r«ot venture to deny it. 1 called upon you again to 

bring any one charge againfl me, and to ftatc your 

o.'jeiilions to any part of my conduct I added, that 

I vv idled for the fulleft enquiry, that 1 defpiftd the 

idea of fecrets or fubterfuges before gentlemen of 

known honour, and that* the manly way was for yoa 

then to iland forth, and to bring the accuiation facef 

facii You ihrunk back, covered with confufion and 

rage. The fociety on the fame day^ notwithllanding the 

oppofition you made, gave the world their fentiments 

of me in the refolution, ** That the public conduft 

** of Mr. Alderman Wilkes, fincc his enlargement 

** from the King's Bench prifon, has been fuch as mc- 

•* rits the approbation of this fociety." From that 

moment j'w have incefTantly laboured the diiTolution 

of that noble and patriotic fociety, againft which 

neither your open attacks, nor your fecret fraudty 

will prevail. 

You afk, ** If Mr. Reynolds will deny thcfe dr» 
'• cumftances," which you have mentioned as what 
pafTed in private converfation at the London Tavern 
relative to himfelf ? He has already declared to the 
public, " That he never at any time had any 9onvcr<^ 
♦* fation with y?u about bcirg tovjii cUrk^'* 
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Your anfwer to Mr. Cotes is evafive. You faid 
that be was nearly concerned in xht fraudulent bufinefs 
of D'' Eon's policies. He has dared you to the proof. 
Have you advanced one word to bring that charge 
home to him f Have you difprovcd any article of the 
charges he made againft you for your public conduQ 
in the bufinefs of the Middle/ex and Surrey petitions? 
Among your wonderful qualifications you pofTefs the 
fingular ingenuity of rrfiwri/rffg" friends, who both tell 
you that they never quarrelled. The man in the 
world, who has the leaft milk of human kindnefs^ 
whole whole compofition is rancour and malevolence^ 
who has carried the torch of difcord from friend to 
friend, now pretends to fet up for the amiable cha- 
radler of bemg fond to fpread friendjhips^ and to 
co*uer beats. 

In my former letter I called upon Mr. Alderman 
Oliver •* to fate to the public entery thing luhich has 
** pajjfed betcweenuSf relati*ve to the chamberlain/hip,"** 
You did not mention any converfation between Mr. 
Oliver and roe : you confined yourfelf to what paiTed 
between the Alderman and my brother. In his an- 
fwer of this day Mr. Oliver fays, ** It is likewife true 
" that Mr. Wilkes did, after Mr. Home's letter to 
** his brother, deny to me that he approved his bro- 
** ihcr's attempt.'* I again. Sir, call for the wubole 
of every converfation between the two aldermen on 
the fubjcdt. . He has confirmed one particular : h9 
pught to confirm the refl. 

Mr. Oliver iayf» " 1 never did refufe to do Mr, 
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<* Wiikes judice: I was called upon in the Public 
** Advertifer, Jan. i8, anonymouilyy bat did not obqr 
*' that anonymous call : — Mr. Wilkes afterwards tokl 
" ine I ought to anfWer that call : I was of a diffe* 
" rent opinion : I (hould have anfwered it if Mr. 
** Wilkes had put his name to it ; bat I muft hafc 
'* anfwered it contrary to his wiihes, the fadi not h^ 
«< ing as dated by him.'* The paiTage alluded to ii 
the Fublk: Advertifer of Jan. i8, is as follows: 
" Qucrc to Mr. Alderman Oliver. 

" Did not Mr. Alderman Wilkes tell you at Guild- 
*• hall, the day after the firft appearance of the letter 
** figned Scourge^ that he was not the author, nor was 
" he concerned in it dire^lly or indiredily, nor did he 
•"• know of the publication ; and did you notcommu- 
•• nicate this intelligence to Mr. Home?" Mr. Oli- 
ver's name had appeared in the papers the day befort 
in a controveriy between Mr. Home and an « ffOff >ffl0i(/ 
author, to fave Mr. Home, as he thought; buthehsd 
rffufed Mr. Wiikes juftice , I now repeat the qwre^ 
and delirc that it may be ai.fwered, and whether I 
did not mention to him in confidence the r^/t/ author, 
and how I came by my information? Will the Aldcr- 
m:m p!er.fe like wife to explain in what our political 
alms diffwT ? 

You pretend to appeal to " the clear teftimony of 
** fome of the moft refpeftable men in the world," 
and you give us a till of names, as of your friends^ 
and of perfons ready to confirm youraifertions. Ho«r 
came you to omit the honoured name of your bofom 
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friend, Samuel Vaughan, efquire, whom you have al- 
ways defended ? He might poi&bly be made more 
vfefal than the whole lilt you have given. I deiire 
yoa to bring the teftimony of Mr. Sawbridge^ or 
Mr. Glynn, to any one fa^ which has been dif- 
puted. Do you now dare to mention Mr. Glynn in 
the lift of your friends, when yoa know what charac- 
ter you gave of my worthy colleague, that great and 
upright lawyer, to feveral gentlemen, whofe atteilati- 
ons are ready, when callqd upon, concluding withthefe 
remarkable words: '* I do not know which is moft 
contemptible, his head or his heart V Will you deny 
this fad, or that you wrote the letter to the freeholders 
of Middlefex, {^'gued A Freeholder of Stan'Will^ printed 
ia the Public Adveitifer, in which you fay, *.* I know 
** Mr. Glynn's principles to be as ^rm,' and his heart 
** as incorruptible as his condu6t is modcfl and mode- 
*• rate, ^nd hlsahililies uncontradiSed?^'' That letter 
concludes, ** Complete your work, and place by the 
** fide of your glorious, perfecuted patri:t IVilhit hi? 
*' ilrenuous and diiinterelted defender, Glynn^ No 
man has ever fo grofdy contradicted himfelf, and fo 
much prophaned the facred name oiftiend, as Mr. 
Home. Mr. Morris's letter proves that you declared 
•to him, ** You had airways the fame opinion of Mr. 
** Mr. Wilkes,'^ and your letter from Montpellier de- 
monflrates that you were guilty of a fallhood, when 
yoa made that declaration. 

You have examined the original letters, which I 
left at the printer >. I am fure you found my quota- 
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tions exafl. I repeat that I exped the like opportiH 
oity of examining the quotations you have made. 

The firfl paragraph of your eighth letter is the hft 
on which I (hall remark. You fay, *^ Mr. Cotes 
'' and Mr. Reynolds feem to declare upon their kt- 
*' neur with as little fcruple as Jews fwear on the 
** New Teftament." Pray, Sir, where do Jem 
J'^wear on the New Tejlamentf Is it in thecooo- 
try of unfaithful echoes? In England, and cverf 
other country I know, Jewusfihear on the Old 71^4- 
ment. There is a Pentateuch provided on purpofe for 
the oaths to be adminiflred to Jews in all oar coortsof 
juflice and public offices. You are as unlucky now in 
your account of the oaths to be taken by the Jews, ai 
you were a few weeks ago about the Jheriffs oath, 
which you fa/Jtfied. I wifti to know what oath, on 
what book, olJ or »^w, is likely to bind an atheiji 
parfon. The honour of Mr. Cotes and Mr. Reynolds 
will I dare fay remain unfpotted till Je^s are fwom 
on the Ne \v Tejl anient. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 
JOHN WILKES. 

TO THE PRINTER. 

SIR, 
A S Mr. Home in his eighth letter to Mr. Wilkci 
har thought fit to continue the Jiory about my being 
town- clerk, I (hall fubmit the following 'fa£U to the 
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Hiblic : They will befl determine on which fide truth 
ics* 

The beginning of June lad 1 accompanied Mr« 
iorne to feveral gentlemen* houfes in Weflminfter 
cur fubfaiptions for the widow Bigby. Upon our 
etum into the city, Mr. Home told me that Mr. 
Vilkes and he had been talking about me ; that Mr. 
Wilkes had propofed to him that I fhookl (bnd for 
he office of bailiBFof the Borough in cafe of a vacancy, 
s I had as good a claim to public favour as Mr. 
leardmore. I inflantly replied, that I had no in- 
ention of being a candidate for that, or any oiher 
rfy office i and that I would a£ifl Mr. Beardmore in 
is eledUon. Not a word paiTed then, or at any other 
ime, about the office of town-cUrA. 

On the 5 th of February laft, Mr. Crofiley, late 
oe of the common- council of Biihopfgate-ward, came 
J my houfe between feven and eight in the evening, 
nd defired to fpeak to me ; but being informed that 

Wfas not at home, but in the neighbourhood, he 
aid Mr. Baunton (who was then my clerk) that the 
ailtff of the Borough was exceedingly ill, and likely 
3 die, and that many friends to the caufe wiihed 
iiat I migjht fucceed him, Mr. Beardmore being 
ead. Mr. Baunton came to me at a gentleman*s 
oufe in the neighbourhood, and reported Mr. Crofs- 
ey''s meilage ; when I immediately deiired Mr. 
Kaunton to thank Mr. Crofsley and the other friends ; 
bat I was exceedingly obliged to him and them fo^ 
heir kind offers ; but that I ihould not be a candidate 
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ftr that or any other city office at prefent. I (aw Mr. 
Crofsley a day or two after, and repeated the decU- 
ration to him. 1 

On the 23d of March laft, Mr. Bellas,' and Mr. 
Rix of the town clerk's office, dined with me at my 
houfe in Limedreet. After dinner I afked Mr. Bd- 
las why he flayed fo long in the country from pobijc 
budnefs ; when he anfwered, he came at lafl very re* 
ludantly, and was very unhappy to find a diviikn 
amongft our friends ; that he underftood that Mr. 
Wilkes would hurt the public caufe hy jobbing the citji 
for that Mr. Home and Mr. Alderman Townibiid 
had been down with him lately at his houfe at Fam- 
ham, and told him that Mr. Heaton Wilkes wai to 
be chamberlain of London ; that I was to be town- 
derk, and had advanced Mr. Wilkes- 200]. in confide- 
ration of his fervices in the eleflion. I immediately 
informed Mr. Bellas that the whole was a fidion ; 
that I never had diredlly or indiredUy converfed with 
Mr. Wilkes about that or any other city-office. Mr. 
Bellas then faid, I was talking with fome friends 
yefterday, and we all agreed you might properly 
fland for bailiff of the Borough ; Mr. Beardmore be- 
ing dead, you are the proper perfon. I thanked him 
and my friends for their good wifhes, and declared 
that I was determined not to fland at prefent for that, 
or any other city -office, 

Mr. Crofsley will attefl that I have told the truth 
as far as I have ufed his name. 



( »27 ) 

Mr. Bellas, and I truft Mr. Rix, will nifo attefl as 
to the truth of what pa^ed on the 23d of March. 

I have (hewn this account to Mr. Bellas and Mr. 
Crofsley fo hr as it concerns them. 

I call upon the gentlemen to whom Mr. Home 
alludes to declare all that they know of any declara- 
tions of mine, either at the London Tavern, or any 
other place, relative to this fubjed; and whenever 
the truth of my alTertton (hall be doubted by any one, 
except the minifier of Neiv Brentford, I will not ap- 
peal to acquaintances of yejlerday^ but to gentlemen 
that have known me upwards of twenty years laft pail, 
and tU^t are no ways intereded in the prefent difputc. 

Mr. Home in his former letter fpeaks of private 
&vour8, 'and his inclination to ferve me. On a fair 
ftating of aopounts, he will be obliged to admit that 
the balance is in my favour. 

If I fhould hereafter fland a candidate for any hono- 
rary or lucrative city> office, all the ailiftance I • fhall 
wifh from Mr. Home is, that he will take a part 
againft me, as the befl recommendation to my fellow- 
citizens. 

lime-St«et. Satur- REYNOLDS, 

day, June 1, 1 77 It jv^***^ xx*-. * x^ x-r ajj^v. 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LETTER IX. 

. I T is eafy to perceive by your letters that you 
are of opinion with the countryman^ who being aiked 
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what he was fowlng, replied, I am (owing fools-* 
Why don't you rather fow wife men ? — Becauie they 
don*t grow here. — I believe. Sir, you may perhapi for 
one feafon more have a pretty plentiful crop ; bucde* 
pend upon it, there are fpeedily coming upon yon long 
years of famine. For my own part, I have not the 
leaft dciire to convince thofe who are not convinced 
by your own letters, efpecially by that letter whid 
your brother has iigncd in lad Friday* s paper. 

It confifls of accv/ations againft roe^ and reeommtai- 
mtions of Mr, Heacon Wilkes. 

The accufations are, 

1. That I have drawn out Heaton Wilkes's name 
unfairly^ 

2. That I have ivantonly brought falfe and mali* 
tiou! charges againft him to prejudice him in a fair 
and honourable purfuit. 

3. That I am intimate (in Italics) with Mr, 
Townfend. 

4» That I have changed my opinion. 

5. That 1 hive atted a part of which Mr. Fleaton 
Wilkes would he afhamed. 

6. That I have uttered ?iJhamtfulfalJkood in de- 
claring, that he cannjajfed fome months before he was 
a freeman, and has continued it to this time. 

7. That I have made lying accufations. 

I . It cannot be unfair for me, when driven to it, 
to tell the caufe of all theabufe which jd« have poured 
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upon itie and others. I could not join with you in 
Diany infamous impofitions upon the public : (your 
ictempc upon the cfaamberlainfliipwas of that number) 
if I could not filently prevent, it was my duty to op- 
pofe them : my repeated and obftinate refu&ls raifed 
jroor refentment and apprehenfions : what I Would 
BOt affift, yofu feared I fhould obftru£k : your re- 
venge and policy therefore urged you to an attack j 
ind had I been in a fituation like Mr. Garrick's, at 
the mercy of a momentary delufion of the public, I 
night perhaps like him * have yielded to your unrea- 
fonable difplea/are,- though 1 think that with half hli 
nerit I fhoald have had twice his courage. But mine 
a a very different fituation : t have no more to exped 
TOm the public than from any minifter prefent or 
*«iture ; and if I fhould eter folicit either: I do now 
^peak th&ir refufal : mmifierial and court favour I 
mow I can nev^r have, and for public &Vour I will 
(CFer be acandkiate ) I cbde toi tell themi that, ii ^r 

• Whilft Mr. Wiikcs Was irt the King's Bench, he ftnt a 
ireatening mefTage to Mr. Carfick to torbid his plaving the 
irc of Haftings in the tragedy of Jane Shore ; on account of 
line lidei in that play which Mr. Wilkes thought applicable 
I his own' fiCuatioft. Mr. Carrick comfplained exceedingf/ of 
le cruelty of fucb an interdict, aAd wiOied to be permitted to 
x>cee4 in his endeavours to pleafe the public in the coitfmon 
•urfe of his profeflion. The patriot was inexorable j a.-^d 
T. Garrick has not appeared in that character finc^« The 
rd-chamberlain*8 controll, by a£l of pai^liamenr, over the 
pafures of thepublxC| is ezercifed viily over new pTays. 

£1 
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as It affefls myk\f, I laugh at the difpleafure of botb. 
Though I kne^ not theperfon of any one man in op- 
pofition, I quitted all my friends and connedbions when 
J joined the public caufe^ and with my eyes open a- 
changed eafe and fair fame for labour and reproach: 
However I was always determined not to be engaged 
by party in any thing my mind did not approve ; and 
if 1 could not do good, to retire as I came — " 4i/(t«r,' 
•* but not dijhonoured,'''* 

2. They who are not fatisfied with the proofs I 
have given that the charges concerning the chamber- 
lainfhip are true, and who think the Joimt attempt 
of John and Heat on Wilkes upon that office to be a 

fair and honourable furfuit, are welcome to believe 
me ivantottly fal/e and malicious. 

3. " 1 have reafon to be well perfuaded that no 
part of Mr. Townfend's conduft will ever fet my 
principle at variance with my private friendihip." I 
am juilly proud of that intimacy which you would 
make my reproach ; and for his fake will be the more 
careful of my adlions, that he may never be re- 
proached for me. 

4. I have not changed my opinion of you fince I 
knew you at all, except in degree : in that I think I 
am excufable : my fmall experience of mankind and 
my reading, even the exaggerated bad charaflers of 
plays and romances, had never furniflied me with any 
example of a chara^er fo hideous as yours : ihoakl 
I ever find a fecond yohn Wilkes, my whole fyftemof 
philofophy would be altered. 
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5. -Of what will Mr. Heat on Wilkes hencefor- 
ward be aihamed ?— In his letter to Mr. Bellas, in- 
ferted in laft l^hurjd:.yi paper^ he fays, *• My bro- 
ther has kindly aiTured me he fhould approve 
of my offering my fcrviccs to the city." In his 
letter of Friday (the very next day after the ap- 
pearance of the firft) he fays, •* The only reafon why 
my brother disapproves of my intention, &c.'* 
— In his letter to Mr. Bellas he (ays, *• My brother 
kindly affured me he would do me all the ftmjice in 
hisfowcr.'"* Yet he fubmits entirely to his brother's 
contradidory affcrtion in laft Wedncfday's paper, 
tkat John Wilkes told Hcaton Wilkes he would in no 
nvnj be ttmctme^^ and would mt/teak to a Jingit . 
liveryman,'' In his letter to Mr. Bellas, •* the *vefy 
great obligations the livery lie under to his brother'' 
are made the foundation of his afTurance of fucce(s. 
In his letter of Friday laft, he only " prefumes tliat his 
near relation(hip to John Wilkes, Esc^ire, ccodd be 
no objeBi^n^ and will not be imputed as a demerit ^^^ 

6. To prove iht /hameful fal/bood of my declara- 
tion, that Heaton Wilkes can*vajed (omc months be- 
fore he was a freeman, and has continued it to thjs 
time, what does he fay ? — ** I declare on my honour 
(a third honourable man) I have not to this hour 
a(ked any one liveryman for his vote.'' — ** I applied 
to Mr. Home and Mr. Bellas for their affiftance.— I 
added, I ftiall he much obliged to you (Mr. Home) 
if you will fpcak to Mr. Tovvnfend. — After. 1 
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mentioned it to my brother, I told my intentSan 
many of my friends : I met with ^Lgtntralvp^ 
tion ; (this too I fuppofe om bis bomwr) I cao d 
many unajked ^Tom\(e&,^* — Umafied! In the nam 
— (what (hall I fay ? By what can the Wilket*t 
conjured ?) — ^In the name of your own intereft, 
us, of what kind were the applications your broi 
made ? and what is to be underftood by the conclu(! 
lines of his public addrefs to the livery of Lond 
who ** lie under thofe vevy great obligaihns to tov 
What is the meaning of thefe words— ■• Give 
leave to declare with all due refpefl, that w]ienev< 
vacancy /hall happen I (hall take the earlieft opp 
tunity of offering my fervices."— How can a can^ 
be/ore a vacancy be declared more publicly ? 

To the 7th charge I make no farther reply. 

In your brother^s addrefs to the livery, I can f 
but two articles of recommendation on which 
ground his pretenfions : 

1. His near relationihip to John Wilkes, ] 
*qui RE, as he terms his brother ; and, 

2. That the chamberlainfhip will enable him 
afTifl the (aid John Wilkes, Esqu i r e, more liberal 

This near reUtion to John Wilkes, Esquir 
(who is now deiirous to aflift him more liberally) v 
prefTcd very eameftly by Mr. T. B. a ftranger 
them both, to join with him in bailing a debt for t 
Esquire when he was arrefted during the city el( 
tion i but not having then a chamberlainfhip in vie 
he obHinately refufed^ and the very bailiff who j 
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reflcd his brother joined, through indignation, with 
Mr. T. B. in bail for this mar r^tiw. 

If *' Mr. Reynolds's hmnwr wiU (as yoa fay) re- 
inain nn(potted till Jews are Iviroro (by diredion of 
court I fuppofe you mean) on the NeW Teftanient/* 
bit tefiimony mull then be admitted \xf yon to prove 
that yottrff^tfr relation, being himfelf ontof the fcrape, 
advifed John Wilkes, Esquire, to run away from 
\m baQ. Par nobile fratrum ! 

Upon the whole, I allow there could be no objec- 
tion o{ inconfifiincy in thtir chctcf, if the livery (hould 
chufe to return you both AsjSl^eriffs together, or to the 
court of aldermen for the office of i^rd-mayor ; but 
unfortunately for your fcheme in aueiUon, the election 
for the cbamberfainjbip is npt I2fe4 'P bring forth 

TWIKS. 

JOHN HOUNE. 
To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Prince' I Cpnit, Thurfdty, June 5. 

Y Q U H ntnib letter has relieved me not a little by 
taking me to the theatre, and recalling to my delight. 
ed remembrance the amazing powers both of nature 
and art in the mod wonderful genius that ever trod 
the Engliih, pr perhaps any ftage ; for his rival, Rof- 
dus, had a great dcfc£l, erat ferverjtjffimis oculis. You 
fay, ^* WfiilftMr. Wilkes was in the King's Bench, 
•• he fent a threatening mtfT^ge tQ Mr. Qavrick lo 
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" forbid his playing the part of Haftings in ■ I 
•• gedy of Jatte Sb.te ; on account of fome 
** that play which Mr. Wilkes thought applic 
** his own fituation. Mr. Garrick complair 
'* ceedingly of the cruelty of fuchan interdifl 
The whole of this pompous tale is, that fooK 
friends of Mr. Wilkes imagined that Mr. i 
adtcd the part of Hajlings at that time in a : 
very different from what he had ufually doi 
marked too (Irongly fome particular pallages 
vourable to the generous principles, and to the 
of freedom. They talked of exprcffing theii 
probation in the theatre, at the next reprefents 
Jane Shorty andlikewife in the public prints. Mr. 
therefore thought it prudent to date the cafe 
or three gentlemen to Mr. Garrick himfelf, a 
ht feared tht part of Hajiings might bring oi 
difagreeabie confequences to the great a6tor ] 
as M ell as to Mr. Wilkes and his connexions, 
tinued in the manner then ftated. Mr. Can 
ccivcd the friendly admonition in the moft i 
way ; but declared that the gentlemen who hat 
Mr Wilkes the account of his afting Haftin^ 
greatly midakeu ; that he had not made the 1 
teration in the ufual manner of adiing that par 
count of the political difputes of the times, b 
folely guided by his own feelings; that he alw 
afled that part, and always fhould play it in t} 
manner, not however flavifhly copying himf< 
with all the variety which from time to time 
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nlus might diclate, preferving flill the caft and fplrlC 
of the original charader. Nothing more palTed on 
this fubje;^ between Mr. Garrick and me, npr ha? 
that gentleman ever exprelTed the ilighteft difpleafure 
againlt Mr. Wilkes, or his frieods, fo far has he been 
from compiaining exceedingly of the cruelty of an in- 
terdia^ which never exified. 

Did it eicape your memory. Sir, that one of the 

objefbions made at that time by my friends, was 

. the peculiar emphafis Mr. Garrick was faid to give 

to the following lines of Haftings, which fome thought 

applicable to your fituation ? 

*' 111 befall 
'* Such meddling priefts^ who kindle up confufion, 
•* And vex the quiet world with their njain fcruflcs ; 
** By Heaven 'tis done in perfcd fpite to peace ?" 

You fay, " I think with half his (Mr. Garrick's) 
** merit I fhould have had twice his courage." If you 
xnean theatrical mer\ty I can tell you of fome parts in 
which you would infinitely exceed our great Englifh 
aftor. I mean all thofe parts from which— yiff/*»/ 
pudor^ verumgue, Jidefque, In quorum fuheunt locum 
fra'udesy doliqutj injiditeque, i^c, ^c. You would a^^ 
and be^ lago with fuccefs. Mr. Garrick has that in 
him^ which mud ever prevent his adling well in that 
chara£lcr. You have that inyouy which would make 
it eafy and natural. Shy lock tod our Rofcius mull nc- 
ver attempt. The Chriftian priell of Brentford has no 
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main feruples to prevent his undertaking and being apt 
pbudcd in that part. He migh^ then talk of djivr 
hii black coat red nvitb blood in an innocent way 
on the ftage, which at Bixntford inTpiDcd a iav^ 
horror. 

The pleafing hours which Mr. Garrick gave mc 
at the King' :5 Bench I hayedcdudlcd from fhe injury of 
a long and cruel iroprifoninent, and I think of him 
as Cicero did of the great Roman ador. Cum mrtiftx 
ejufmodt^, Ut folui dignus yideatwr fjff^ qui infciu, 
/fecietur : tumjvir ejujfmodi tft^ ut films dignus nndia' 
turn qui ef( non accedat. 

In a former letter I called upon yon to aathendcate 
the fad of the draft you pretended I offered yon ^ 
fifteen hundred pounds on the Saturday before the fir{l 
Middlefex plt^ion. I defirpd you 'f to tell tl}e 
** banker's name, and the name of Mr... - , of 
** which you did not even give the ini^als/* I have 
now. Sir, the permiflion of that gendeman to ftate to 
the public the whole of what ps^ed between us in hi) 
prefence. 

(COPY.) 

••'lo John Wjlkes, Efq. 
" Dear Sir, 
•' You are welcome to make what ufe you pleafe of 
my letter of the 24th ult. in which J mentioned the 
bufmefs, as far as I recollect, of the converfation be« 
twcen you and Mr. Home at the King's Arms. 

Your's, &c. 
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(COPY) 

**Tp JoHH Wilkes, Efq. 

"SIR, WarwickrStreet, May »4, 1771, 

•MAM forry to find yoo have publicly called on 
Mr. Home to name the peribn who was with you at 
the King*s Arms ; when, he fays^ you offered him 
9, draft on " your banker for fifteen hundred 
f* ppunds.*' Surely you recoiled it to be one who 
has hitherto avoided meddling in party matters ; to 
which his talents and temper are as litde adapted as 
his ftation. He would be loth, therefore, to have ^is 
attention now diverted from v^ry different purfuits, by 
an altercation between men of genius and letters; for 
whom he could wi(h ever to entertain a poper re- 
ijpe£l. The improbability of the aiTertion would have 
excufed ypa (nia requiring any perfonal teilimdny to 
confute )t : and the agitation, into which Mr. Home 
was then put by ^e iiifult jufl offiered him, might alfo 
excufe his not perfedly recollefling, fo long aftep. 
Vizards, the particulars of your converfation. Your 
own concern, a^ that time, may like wife have pof- 
fibly prevented your remembrance of the circumflances 
attending it. I was an unruffled, indifferent fpedlatof. 
You were both ftanding, at the top of the iburs, 
when I came up to you ; Mr. Home being warmly 
expodulating with you on the affront he had received. 
He repeated the word preamble with great emphaiis 
and difdain ; the chairman of your committee, itfeems^ 
(did to him. Come, Sir^ none of your preamble^ This 
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Mr. Horne feemed to dwell on, as a mfok of ilVterate 
vulgarity, and, 1 well remember, took on hknfelf the 
privilege of a fcholar accordingly to call hizn Sloci- 
bead, I do not remember that, in compliance with 
his opinion, you did, as he fays, fupplicate him not to 
be offended at fuch *' aeatures'* as blockheads. Yet 
this you might have done hypothetically, without in* 
tending any afifront to your committee. But if yoa 
did not call them '* aeatures,** I know who did; 
and I thought with propriety; for, whatever either he 
or you might think of them, " creatures'* they werc» 
.&nd ilrange creatures too, fomeof them, God knows! 
I made no fcruple therefore to fay fo. If this be a 
fiB, it lies at my door ; and, as you are charged with 
fms enow of your own to anfwer for, it is certainly a 
little hard you (hould be burthened with any of mine. 
And yet, even for this, you may in fome meafure 
blame yourfelf. Before you had brought me ac- 
quainted with your friend Horne, you fhoald have re- 
fledledon the advice of our old friend Horace, 

^alem commendes^ etiam atque ettam infpice ; ne mox 
Incutiant aliena tibi peccata pudorem. 

1 hope, however, you will not repeat the queftion to 
Mr. Horne; and 1 have reafon to think he will take 
no notice of it ; as ferioufly I did not hear a iingleword 
aboHt the draft, though I flaid with you till your 
converfation took another turn. Of this I am the 
more coniklent, as I am certain I (hould have laughed 
mod heartily at hearing you talk, at that time, of 
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having *' more money thin enough at your bankers/* 
and giving a draft oi fifteen hundred pounds for de- 
fraying the expence of an open houfe or two at Brent- 
ford. Your firfl Middlefex eledion was carried, by 
the loTs of that for London, at Gaildhall. .Had k 
jiot, Mr. Home might have opened all the houfes in 
the county ; yoa would have loft it. And this you 
knew too well to have ventured half the money, even 
though you Should have really had *' more than 
enough ;" which, I am perfuaded, men of your libe« 
ral diipofition never will have. 

« I am; SIR, 
•^ *• Your humble Servant, 

W. ILlNRICK.'* 

You affert, " Though I knew not the perfon of 
'* any one man in oppofltion, I quitted all my friends 
** and connedions when I joined the public caufe; 
'* and, with my eyes open, exchanged eafe and fair 
**• fame for labour and reproach.^* I deiire to know 
what one friend, and what iingle connexion, you have 
quitted for the public caufe ? Ypur fair fame at 
Eton and Cambridge furvived a very Ihort time your 
abode at either of thofe places. Will you call an Ju- 
lian gentleman now in town, your confidant during 
your whole refidence at Gtnoat^ to teftify the morality 
of your condudl in Italy ?— But I will not write the 
life of Jonathan Wild, nor of orator Henley. 

Youdedare, ** Minifterial and court favour! know 
f* I can never have, and for public favour I will never 
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** be a candidate: I chufe to tell tbem that, as fiu'at 
*• it affedb myfclf , 1 hugb at the difpltttfure oflnth^^ 
You well know that no minifter will ever dare ofni^ 
to give you any mark of court f(vu9wr^ at lead in the 
ehwrch: many ficret favours you may, you do, eXi- 
pe£b, and Tome I believe a^ually receive. The publie 
you have abandoned in defpair, after an affiduooi 
coartfhip of near four years ; but remember. Sir, whqi 
you fay, that j>9» laugh at their dt/pleafure^ the force 
of truth has extorted even from lord Mamfiekl the 
following declaration: ** The people are ahnoft al- 
** ways in the right : the great may fomettmobe in 
'' the wrong, but the body of the people anR||KKrayf 
*J in the right." 

* I a^i, SIR, 

Your humbly Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

TO THE PRINTER. 

SIR, 

I HOPED never to have fecn ipy na^ne and Mr. 
Hornets on the fame paper ; bqt a fenfe of honour ob- 
liges me to anfwer his attack in his ninth letter to my 
brother. 

At the time of the city-ele£lion, I was the firft per- 
fon who figned my name and made myfelf account^ ' 
able as bail for ray brother ; the amount was larger 
than prudence (having a family) could juftify. 

After that I believe T. 6. applied to me (o giyf 
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^rther bail ; I then acknowledge I refafed ; and I de- 
clare Mr. Home's a^ertion that I ever advifed my 
brother to defert his bail is aa infamous falfhood. 
I am^ SIR, 

Your humble Servant^ 

.St. John'! Square^ HE ATON WILKES- 

• June, 1771. 

To Mr. WILKES. 

LETTER X. 

INJURIES for bepefics is the antieht commerce 
•f zniokind. Ic is not a new branch difcovered by 
Mr. WilkeSy though he certainly carries it on in a 
manner much more extenfive than nfual. After (ign- 
ing your name to a declaration that Mr. Oliver (your 
generom benefadlor) refufed to do youjufiic£, lean- 
not wonder you fliould make your attorney fay that 
the balance of private favours between him and me is 
on his fide. I never received any onb hvoar either 
from yon or Mr. Reynolds in my life. You formerly 
accufed me anonymoufly of having collefled various 
fttbicriptionSf and converted them to my own pur- 
pofes; amongft others, you mentioned the fubfcrip- 
tion for the appeal of the widow Bighy, You did not 
do this with any hopes of fixing fuch an imputation 
upon me ; you had a more malevolent defign ; and 
with the fame view you now make Mr. Reynolds fay 
(without the leafl; relation to any thing in quefiion, 
and io contradiftion to >our former charge of con- 
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cealment] that he, this man ofj^tle/s honour^ accom« 
panied me to fevcral gent!emens houfes in Weftmln- 
fter for fubfcriptions for the widow Bigiy, Na 
doubt. Sir, there is a fine fet of murderen- let 
loofe, whom I have endeavour M to bring to juiUce,— 
Iq^ Ali9, and Jrio ; — and you, like the infernal magi- 
cian, by pointing out their profecutor, have tacked 
them to my tail, and bid them— 5//W c/o/e, hoys. 

But neither this nor the other grofs abufe with 
which you daily fill the papers, (hall take from me my 
temper, nor divert me from my purpofe. I do not 
defire to make myfelf greater or yoolefs, I defire 
only to prevent mifchief. I aik not the confidence of 
the public, nor am I in a fituation to abufe it : my 
good or bad character (tho^ it is far oat of your 
reach) can only benefit or hurt myfcif ; to them it is 
ia matter perfefily indifferent. Not fb with yoa. 
You are a public man ; and it is neceflary for their 
fafety that they fhould be told, fince nothing can rc- 
ftrain you, to what precipices you would lead tbein, 
and into what deflrudlion, difgrace and ridicule yoa 
would plunge them. 

It is not by recrimnation^ but by defence that jrott 
Can ever be able to gain their implicit confidence : it 
IS not by telling them that I am an atheift^ but by 
jollifying the aim and obje^l of your political pnr» 
fuit«, that you muft expeft their fupport. The ot- 
moil you can obtain by your method of retriminM' 
tiott is, to have the public fay, Wilkes and Home are 
both rogues alike, and it is difficult to ^etennint: 
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Is the greater. The idle, the carelefs and the , 
)le are fare to make this decifion ; beciufe ic ; 
le two firft from the troable of enquiry, and 
cannot form a judgment: to thefe are joined 
ole minifterial and felfifh tribe, whofe favou* 
jtim and whofe real behef it has always been, / 
I men ai'e rogues alike, and that patriots of all 
ons are the fame. 

fe general d^fions arc very convenien t to cor 
norance aild palliate knavery. How abfurd? 
bilft they allow a difference in degree of all 
'irtues and vices; whilft they are forced to 
fledge that all men and women are noc equally 
)r lullfiil, fober or drunken, prudent or prodi- 
:. they fhould yet contend that all are equally 
ary ! Though thefe men do not compofe the 
of mankind, they make up a very confiderable 
md your method of controverfy has entirely 
d their affiftance. Men of reflexion, intcgricy 
cemment are difgufted at the grofTnefs of your 
tad perceive guilt to be the caufe of your 
; evaiions: not that I believe you would be 
t their removal from you, if it were not that 
5 fenfible — " xYitJleece accompanies xhtflock,'*^ 
turai confequence of your behaviour is, that yott 
;his moment reduced to a little faction of abo»l 
5ry inconfiderable names ; many of them ho- 
ftaken or uninformed fimpletons, fome of them 
ellows who look no farther than the laugh and 
tent of the table^ and fome of them difkp* 



( »4+ ) 

pointed or Interefted knavei. To each of dttk id 
his turn you confidentiaJfy declare how much yov 
defpife the reft ; and (boold every man to whom yoo 
have made fuch a declaration quit your acquaintance, 
you would not have one fool left whom ^oa could 
flatter with ' the abuTe of another ; and if your pre- 
ient adherents will only compare nolies together, they 
will eafily learn your opinion of them all. 

But to proccred — Having now eftaUiihed Mr. Htd* 
ton Wilkes the dedared, mhteritfing candidate for tbe 
chamberkinfhip of the city of London t and (ecnred 
to him your public- fpiriied vote,^ tho* you difapprOvc 
hb attempt ; I will in my next begin to fiiew yoo/ 
condu6i to the public fociety at the London Tavern. • 

JOHN HORNE. 

To the RcT. Mr. HORN E. 

SIR, 
i HAVE with difficulty waded through th6 dung- 
hill of abufe in your tenth letter. It contains no ne^ 
charge againft me, but much inventive and fcurriJity 
againfl my friends, as honefl^ mijiaken, or nninformei 
Jmpletons, orjo*vialfellonAJSf mjholookno farther than ibt 
laugh and merriment of the table ^ or difafpointid or 
interefted knaves. I dare fay no gentleman defires that 
any reply fhould be made to fuch attacks from fuch a 
quarter. The rancour of your heart is well known; 
and in addition to it, experience confirms that thi eof 
ruption of a rotten diiiint is the gent ration of ajotr 
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criiit. As to myfelf, the war I have waged with you 
has been a war of defenct. The tedioufnefs of it is 
not my fkult. t fear the public are at length heartily 
tired of us both, of your falfhoods and of my confuta- 
tions. It is really time to retire, for with the grace 
of noYelty almofi every other recommendation to 
public ^vour is now loft in the prefent difpute. 

Another kind of buiinefs begins to demand my at- 
tention ; bufineis of a more important and interefting 
nature. I therefore give you notice to finifh your 
charges againil me by the Wednefday preceding 
Midfummer. Should your letters fwell to number 
forty five f no anfwer to any, which may be publilhed 
after that day, Ihall be given by me to the Rev. Mr. 
Horne. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

To Mr. J O H N WILKES. 
LETTER XI. 

WHILST you were candidate for the city of Lon* 
don, a fubfcription was opened on the 19th of March 
1768, at Lee and Ayton's, the bankers, for the pay- 
ment of your debts : the truftees for which were Mcffl 
John Mills, Samuel Vaughan, Richard Oliver, Lewis 
Mendez, George Hayley. Thefc and a few other 
gentlemen fubfcribed very liberally, and great expec- 

L 
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tations were formed of its probable produce ; baft tU 
public cmnot be faid to have contributed. This badc- 
wardnefs was fuppofed to proceed from an appreben* 
fion that the fubfcription would not be applied to the 
payment of your debts, but to fupport your eleven ; 
the ufefulnefs of which was not at that time generally 
underftood. To obviate this objediooy a promife wai 
made by the truAees that no part of thb fubfcripdoa 
fhould be applied to election purpofes ; the poUic 
were ilill backward to fubfcribe ; and the whole 
amount of the fubfcription fiom March 19, 1768, to 
February 20, 1769, was 1116I. 7 s. 7d. — Your debts 
were at this time fuppofed to amount to about 6000 1. 
— Tiuofiillings and fixpence in the pound were there- 
fore offered to fuch as would accept a compofition ; 
with a promife that if the dividend fhould be greater, 
they who accepted the t^wo Jhillings and Jixpence (hould 
receive their proportion. As fill as fomething was 
paid» fomething was likewife added daily to the lift 
of your debts ; and indead of encreafing the dividend^ 
it was difcovered that tnuo Jhillings and fix fence was 
more than could be paid. Your befl friends, even 
thofe who were moft able and generous, defpaired of 
the pofiibility of extricating you. Another fubfaiption 
was however opened by a few gentlemen (almofl all 
the fame) for your eledion expences : This latter fub- 
fcription amounted to 1227 1. 3 s. You were 

chofen for the county of Middlefex \ and foon after, 
in this defpcrate fituation of your private afEiirs, were 
fcntenced to two years impiifonment, and two £00 
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tif one thou/aftii pounds. Pri'vilege gave fome refplte 
from yoar debts ; but notwithilanding this and the 
generofity of individuab, (many of whom exerted 
themfelves in prefents to you much beyond their fla- 
tions in life) it was found exceedingly difficult to fur- 
fiifh you even a daily fupport. Mofl of thofe who 
were fo generous to you at that time, have fince been 
the objects of your bittereft refentment. The beft 
method then found for a little knot of public-fpirited 
men (who bore the whole burden with very unequal 
force, drained as they were by fubfcriptions and ex- 
pences) to procure you a neceffary fubfillence was, to 
have vtry frequent meetings at the King's Arms Ta- 
vern in Cornhill ; where each paid a little more than 
lis ftiarc of the reckoning, and when the overplus 
amounted to about ten pounds, it was regularly fent 
to you. 

Never furely was a great public caufe fo overlaid 
l^ith the wickednefs and folly of an individual as the 
prefent ! Every day brought frefh difficulties and dif- 
grace on Mr. Wilkes ; and yet he was the only per- 
fon who all the while felt no diflrefs, denied himfelf 
no expence, was neither fenfible nor apprchenfive of 
any difgrace. The juft abhorrence of Mr. Wilkes 
as a private man, kept many good men at a diflance 
from the caufe of the people, which was unhappily 
.blended with his perfonal perfecution : The friends of 
that caufe were therefore anxious to cover if poffiblc, 
or to lefTen the infamy, of which he was carelefs. 
The breach of traft committed by him towards the 

L2 
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Toundling-hofpital began to make a noife ; being 
found upon enquiry to be too tnie, it demanded tbeir 
earlieft attention. Two gentlemen immediately ad^ 
vanced threi hundred pounds to the hofpital, and en* 
gaged themfelves to pay the remainder. The whole 
fum due from Mr. Wilkes to the Foandling-hofpital 
amounted to 990 1. is. 3d. 

Whihl matters were in this iituation and every day 
growing worfe, you were unjuftly expelled from the 
Houfe of Commons ; and that expulfion was the cauft 
of the Society at the London Tavern. 

Many gentlemen, unconnected with each other^ 
had long been wifhing for fome afibciation to be (et 
on foot for public purpofes, and it had been much 
talked of as a meafure capable of producing great be- 
nefit to the public : The prefent feemed a proper 
moment for it, and it was propofed by Mr. Townfend 
inflantly to begin. 

When firft I knew that gentleman, he ^as deter- 
mined (though warm in the public caufe) never to 
have any coonedlion or intercourfe with Mr. Wilkes, 
whofe character he knew too well not to deteft. Bat 
when the Houfe of Commons rejeded the material 
part of your petition, and were determined unju^y 
to expel you, in order by Ilripping you of privilege 
to leave you a perpetual prifoner in the King's Bench 
for debt (flnce Lord Mansfield had not dared, as he 
endeavoured, to imprifon you for life, by means of 
the outlawry), Mr. Townfend then confented that I 
fliould introduce him to you ; and he fpoke to yoa 
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For the firft time in the committee-room of the houfe 
of Commons, when they voted your petition to be 
/aZ/e^ groundlefs^ fffr. And Mr. Townfend did this 
to let the miniftry underftand that they would gain 
nothing by injuflice ; but would fo far attach to the 
caufe even thofe who mod heartily defpifed the man, 
as to refcue you even from the legal con&quences of 
' an illegal perfecution. 

You were expelled on the 3d of Fthruary 1 769, and 
]!echofen on the i6th of the fame month : Your elec- 
tion was declared void on the i7th/and yourfelf voted 
incapable of being ele£led into the prefent parliament. 

The miniftry had now every reafon to believe, that 
by keeping you out of the Houfe, they (hould for 
ever confine you in a jail : They knew that a fub- 
fcription had been opened for you on the 1 9th of 
March 1768, when your debts were faid to amount 
only to 6000. 1 'y and they could not be ignorant that 
this fublcription produced only 1 1 16I. 7 s. 7d. The 
amount of your debts was now encreafed, and faid 
to be about 14,000]. Add to this, that there were 
two fines of 1000 1. to be paid ; and befides the ex - 
fences of repeated eledlions, fupport was to be provi- 
ded for you two years in prifon. To extricate you 
from fuch difiiculties feenied impofllble, not only to 
miniftry, but even to thofe who were moft able and 
willing to contribute. In this fituation the ellablifti- 
ment of a Society was propofed : The plan was 
formed and executed in great hafte ; Mr. Sawbridge 
^d Mr. Townfend labouied at one end of the town^ 



whilll (bme perfons were employed at the otheTy td 
give a general notice of the defign, and to collect as 
many rcfpeflable perfons as poilible, whofe feDtunents 
and wifhes were known to be public. On the 20th 
of February 1 769, only threi days after the vote of 
incapacitation, the firfl meeting of the Society wai 
held at the London Tavern : A fubfcription was im« 
mediately made by the gentlemen prefent, which a- 
mounted to 3023 1. — A /econJ mteting was held Jivi 
iiifys afterwards, on the 25th of the fame month, 
wlien they aiTumed the name of Supporters oftbt Bill 
ef Rights, A very worthy member of the Houfe of 
Commons propofed that name as moft expreflive of 
the public intentions of the Society, which difiiained 
the notion of being merely a club for Mr. Wilkes^ of 
whom the greater part had a very bad opinion. Still 
farther to avoid any fuch imputation, it was at this 
fecond meeting refolved that Mr. 1^ tikes'" s health 
Should never be given in that Society as a public toaft ; 
and this refolution has been uniformly obferved : Still 
farther to avoid mifapprehenfion, the Society defired 
me to draw up an advertifment which fhould declare 
their purpofes to the public. I inftantly drew up the 
following, which was approved and publifhed in all 
the papers. 

" liOndon Tavern, Feb. 25, 1769. 

" Many gentlemen, members of parliament and 
others, dinjcjied of e~jery perfonal confideration, and 
nnco-.inciicd nxith any party ^ have formed themfelvcs 
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into a Society at the London Tavern, under the title 
of Supporters of the Bill of Rights. Their fo/e aim 
is. to maintain ^nd defend the legal, confiitutional li- 
berty of the fubjedl. They mean to fupport Mr, 
Wilkes and his caufe, as far as it is a public caufe. 
For this purpofe they folicit the countenance and en- 
couragement of the public, wuhofe advantage and 
emolument alone are intended^'* 

At the third meeting of the Society, March 7, 
(only three ixjeeks after ihtfrjij three hundred pounds 
vyere given to Mr. Wilkes, and a committee was 
appointed with the treafurers to enquire into the fe'- 
'veral demands upon Mr. Wilkes. 

At the ninth meeting of the Society, June 6, (only 
fifteen weeks from it's firft eftablilhment) it appeared 
that 4553 1. had been expended in the compofition of 
debts, &c. for Mr. Wilkes ; and a farther fum of 
2500 1. was ordered to be iffued by the treafurers for 
the farther difcharge of Mr. Wilkes's debts during 
-the fummer. After which, and a vote of 300 1. more 
to Mr. Wilkes, the Society adjourned to the loth of 
p£lober folic? wing. 

Any man who reads this account will naturally fup- 
pofe that Mr. Wilkes muil have felt and exprefied the 
warmeft gratitude to a Society like this, which in fo 
Ihort a time had performed fuch wonders in his favour. 
Whoever fhall fuppofe fo, will be much miflaken : 
He abhorred the Society and it's members. The 
Declarations of the mod refpeiSlable part, dif 
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ilaimng a perfonal attachment to Mr. Wilkes, aod 
profeflihg only a regard to the public, difgufted him 
cjrtremely ; the resolution that his health fhould 
never be given as a fuhHc toaft in that Society, and 
the ADVERTISEMENT of fupporting him ^nd bii camfi 
only as far aj it nvas a fuhlic caufe^ were never for- 
given. Beildes, he entertained a falfe notion that bad 
not this Society been instituted, he fhould himfeif 
have received all the ready money Aibfcribed by the 
Society into his own hands ; what they applied to the 
difcharge of his debts, he confidered as a kind of rob- 
bery ; and hated them fOr their care of him, as profiir 
gate young heirs do the guardians who endeavour 
to fave them from deibu^lion. Add to this an appre- 
hcnfion left the Society (hould gain the public confi- 
dence ; and, not being his aeatures, fliould hereafter 
be flrong enough to oppofe efFedlually the extrava- 
gant foolifh notions he had formed of his own 
greatnefs ; merely to be frote3ed does not anfwer 
his expeflations ; improbable as it may appear, 
he dreams of nothing lefs than of being himfeif 
PROTECTOR. He therefore from it's very inftitution 
determined the deflrudUon of the Society y becaufe he 
knew they meant only the king and the laivs^ — bul 
the king according to the lanxjs. My induftry and zeal 
for a Society capable of fo much future good, as well 
as the fincerity with which I always fpoke difagree- 
able truths to Mr. Wilkes, entitled me to a coniider- 
able (hare of his refentment. I had not only drawi) 
^p the offuijlve adverti/em^nt, but at all times warmly 



( '53 ) 

combated thofe few of his inconfidcrate partizans who 
Were conftantly endeavouring to narrow the Society, 
and convert us only to a fponge which fhould fock up 
ttic gcncrofity of the pubHc to be (quecjccd into his 
pocket. The laqk-kughter fangfroid of the parfeQ 
was the conftanc topic of his ridicule, and he com- 
plained that whenever I appeared I cafl a gloom over 
the tnirth of his company. His difpofition towards 
the Society was not altered for the better by the fre- 
quent remonftrances I made to him, at the repeated 
requeft of many of his mod generous fubfcribers, who 
were much diflktisfied at his laced liveries and his 
frencb {txsznX& in his fituation; whom no motives of 
policy, or honefty, or ihame have hitherto made him 
difcard. 

To cover the real caufes of his drflatisfadlion, Mr. 
Wilkes pretended to take it much amifs that the So- 
ciety (hould mention his debts in their advertife- 
ment; as if there was any fecrct in the matter ; and 
Jie feized the firft opportunity to complain of it as aq 
indignity offered to him ; forgetting that he had him- 
felf long before publifhed a very abjed advertifement, 
pretending to return thanks to his generous bcnefaftor 
for the kind donation of an hundred pounds ; but really 
to excite the compaiTion of the charitable. 

The Society continued to make great progrefs in 
the affau^ of Mr. Wilkes ; though, it muft be con- 
iefTcd, with very little affiilance from the public at large 
Oct of the Society. They had paid all his election ex- 
pimces, and one of his fines of 5C0I. they hsd coxa- 
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whilll fome perfons were employed at the other, td 
give a general notice of the defign, and to colleA as 
many refpedlable perfons as poifible, whofe fentiments 
and wifhes were known to be public. On the 20th 
of February 1769, only three days after the vote of 
incapacitation, the firft meeting of the Society was 
jiclu at tiie London Tavern : A fubfcription was im- 
mediately made by the gentlemen prefent, which a- 
mounted to 3023 1. — A fecond meeting was held Ji<ot 
days afcerwards, on the 25th of the (ame month, 
wJien they affumed the name of Supporters of the BiU 
ef Rights, A very worthy member of the Houfe of 
Commons propofed that name as moft expreffive of 
the public intentions of the Society, which didiained 
the notion of being merely a club for Mr. Wilkes^ of 
whom the greater part had a very bad opinion. Still 
^rther to avoid any fuch imputation, it was at this 
fecond meeting reibived that Mr. tf^ilkes^s health 
ihould never be given in that Society as a public toaft ; 
and this refolution has been uniformly obferved : Still 
farther to avoid mifapprehenfion, the Society deiired 
me to draw up an advertifment which fhould declare 
their purpofes to the public. I inflantly drew up the 
following, which was approved and publifhed in all 
the papers. 

" London Tavern, Feb. 25, 1769. 

" Many gentlemen, members of parliament and 

— '^— s, dl'vefied of e^very perfonal conjideration, and 

led wtb any party y have formed thcmfelvcs 
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into a Society at the London Tavern, under the title 
of Supporters of the Bill of Rights. Their fole aim 
js. to maintain and defend the legal, conftitutional li- 
berty of the fubjedt. They mean to fupport Mr. 
Wilkes and his caufe, as far as it is a public caufe. 
For this purpofe they folicit the countenance and en- 
couragement of the public, luhofe advantage and 
emolument alone are intended^ 

At the third meeting of the Society, March 7, 
(only three <ujeeks after thcfrjlj three hundred pounds 
were given to Mr. Wilkes, and a committee was 
appointed with the trcafurers to enquire into the fe" 
*veral demands upon Mr. Wilkes. 

At the ninth meeting of the Society, June 6, (only 
fifteen weeks from it's firft eflabliftiment) it appeared 
that 4553 1. had been expended in the compofition of 
debts, &c. for Mr. Wilkes ; and a farther fum of 
2500 1. was ordered to be iffued by the treafurers for 
the farther difcharge of Mr. Wilkes's debts during 
the fummer. After which, and a vote of 300 1, more 
to Mr. Wilkes, the Society adjourned to the loth of 
Oftober follpwing. 

Any man who reads this account will naturally fup- 
pofe that Mr. Wilkes mull have felt and expreficd the 
warmeft gratitude to a Society like this, which in fo 
fliort a time had performed fuch wonders in his favour. 
Whoever (hall fuppofe fo, will be much miflaken : 
He abhorred the Society and it's members. The 
Declarations of the mofl refpei^ible part, dif 
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Ugain " Refolved, that the committee of accounts be 
•• requcftcd to take the ftate of Mr. Wilkes's aflFaiw 
•* into farther confkieration, and report to the Socie- 
" ty at the next meeting, an account as well of ^hat 
" part of bis debts noiv remain unfatisfied^ as of the 
*' bell mode and means for fettling them ; as alfo an 
** account of what fums have been already difburfed by 
'* this Society, with the vouchers for the fame. That 
•* the faid committee meet on Saturday next, at clc- 
•* ven o'clock in the forenoon. That the treafurers of 
*« this fociety, the feaetary, and Mr. Reynolds (as 
•* agent to Mr. Wilkes; be requeued to attend at the 
*' faid committee with the ncceifary papers." The 
aflive and prying members of this committee met 
with mortifications enough ; but they perfevered with 
great diligence j they admitted every claim of every 
l<ind from every quarter, that could wiih the greateft 
indullry be difcovered from March ig, 1 768, to April 
17, 1770: and of thefe they formed one general lift, 
which was produced by the committee on the 1 7th of 
April : and to prevent, as was then imagined, the 
fojjibility of any future tricks and impofuions, this 
general lill of all the remaining claims on Mr. Wilkes 
was by order of the Society entered in the book of 
Subscriptions, that it might lay condantly on the 
tabic, open to every member. 
This lift oi remaining debts amounted to 6821 1. 13s. 
Whilft thefe things were in agitation, the Society, 
on the 6th of February, 1770, received a letter from 
^he Commops houfe of ajTembly of Soutb-'Carolina^ 
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combated thofe few of his inconfidcrate partizans who 
Were conftantly endeavouring to narrow the Society, 
and convert us only to a fponge which fhould fuck up 
the gcncrofity of the pubKc to be iquee^ed into his 
pocket. The lack* laughter fmngfroid of the parfon 
was thi; conftanc topk: of his ridicule, and he com- 
plained that whenever I appeared I cail a gloom over 
the niirth of his company. His difpofition towards 
the Society was not altered for the better by the fre- 
quent remonftranoes I made to him, at the repeated 
requeft of many of his moil generous fubfcribers, who 
were much diifatisfied at his laced liveries and his 
French (tmnXB in his fituation; whom no motives of 
policy^ or honefty, or fhame have hitherto made him 
dtfcard. 

To cover the real caufcs of his drflatisfadlion, Mr, 
Wilkes pretended to take it much amifs that the So- 
ciety (hould mention his debts in their advertife- 
Qient; as if there was any fecret in the matter ; and 
}ic feized the firft opportunity to complain of it as an 
indignity ofFered to him ; forgetting that he had him- 
felf long before publilhed a very abjed advertifement, 
pretending to return thanks to his generous benefaftor 
for the kind donation of an hundred pounds ; but really 
to excite the compafTion of the charitable. 

The Society continued to make great progrefs in 
the affairs of Mr. Wilkes ; though, it muft be con- 
feficd, with very little affiftance from the public at large 
Oct of the Society. They had paid all his election ex. 
pfuices, and one of his fines of 5 col. they had con^- 
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pounded a very confiderable portion -of his debts i 
when on the 24th of OAobcr they voted him 300L 
xnorf, making in the whole 1000]. for his pocket. 

A few weeks after this vote Mr. Wilkes obtained a 
verdid againll lord Halifax, with 40CO 1. damages : I 
waited on Mr. Wilkes and endeavoured to perfuade 
him that he was bound in honour, in honefly and policy 
to fend thefe 4000 1, to the London Tavern in aid to- 
wards the payment of his debts : I reprefented to him 
the poverty of our bank, which had indeed advanced 
too far, and was in debt; I endeavoured to make him 
fcnfible that 4000I. at that time would go farther in 
compounding his debts than io,ocol. would fome- 
time afterwards : I ihewed him the reputation he 
would gain by this a£i of common honefly and po- 
licy-, and chat he would encourage the public to fub- 
fcribe towards him, and bind the gentlemen of the 
Society in honour never to quit him till they had at 
leaft returned him his 4000 1. though it was employed 
in ihe difcharge of his own debts. 1 laboured in vain ; 
ready cajh made Mr. Wilkes deaf to my arguments. 
He would not fend a penny to the Society for the dif- 
charge of hii o^n debts, though it was not many 
weeks fince the Society had in one year voted him the 
lall part ot a /^^»/^W pound for his fupport. 

The Society however went on chearfully with the 
dilcharge of his debts 5 and having beyond all expec- 
tation made To confiderable a progrefs in fo fhort a 
time, and having now reduced his debts within fome 
conipafs, fome probable profpeil of finally difcharging 
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them, we began to look back with pleafure on what 

had been done, and to confider what ftili remained to 

do. Many things had happened in the manner of 

compounding the debts, which were not very fatis- 

ikdlory to thofe who examined them : demands were 

daily brought in for debts compounded, which had 

never been examined or heard of before payment ; and 

fome debts delivered in, for inftance, as go 1. had been 

compounded as 160I. And though thefe and many 

other things might arife from millake and error 

(which however we did not believe) they were not 

pleafing ; and it was thought that fuch accidents 

ought to be prevented. On the 23d of January, 

1770, the Society determined, that they* would '• at 

•* their next meeting take into confideration the ftate 

" of Mr. Wilkes's affairs. " At the next meeting, 

Feb. 6, a committee of accounts was appointed for 

that purpofe, which " the treafurers and Mr. Rey- 

^* nolds (as agent for Mr. Wilkes) were requefted to 

** attend, with fuch papers and accounts relative to 

** the faid affairs as were in their poffeffion." This 

committee found great difficulties to encounter ; and 

it appeared evidently that there was an intention 

fomewhere to prevent our ever obtaining exadl lills 

of debts, or coming to a certainty of what we had 

ftill to do for Mr. Wilkes's final difcharge. Thefe 

ftudied difficulties encreafed our fufpicions, and fhewed 

us the necefTity of being more refolute and diligent 

to fix and determine the demands on Mr. Wilkes. 

Accordingly at the next meeting, Feb. 2c, it was 
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elaitntng a perfinal attachment to Mr. Wilkes, and 
profeflihg only a regard to the public, difgufled him 
extremely; the resolution that his health fhould 
never be given as a fuhHc toaft in that Society, and 
the ADVERTISEMENT of fuppofting him ^nd his caufi 
only as far as it tvas a fuhlic caufe^ were never for- 
given. Befides, he entertained a faliie notion that had 
not this Society been in|tituted, he ihould himfelf 
have received all the ready money fubfcribed by thf 
Society into his own hands ; what they applied to the 
difcharge of his debts, he coniidered as a kind of rob- 
bery ; and hated them fOr their care of him, as profii? 
gate young heirs do the guardians who endeavour 
to fave them from deilrudion. Add to this an appre- 
hcnfion left the Society fhould gain the public confi- 
dence ; and, not being his creatures, (hould hereafter 
be flrong enough to oppofe effedlually the extrava- 
gant foolifh notions he had formed of his own 
greatnefs ; merely to be froteBed does not anfwer 
his expedlations ; improbable as it may appear, 
he dreams of nothing lefs than of being himfelf 
PROTECTOR. He therefore from it's very inflitutioti 
determined the deflrudion of the Society \ becaufe he 
knew they meant only the king and the /^^w^,— but 
the king according to the laivs. My induflry and zeal 
for a Society capable of fo much future good, as well 
as the fincerity with which I always fpoke difagree- 
able truths to Mr. Wilkes, entitled me to a confider- 
able (hare of his refentment. I had not only drawq 
up the offaifi've advertifement^ but at all times warmly 
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them, we began to look back with pleafure on what 
had been done, and to confider what ftill remained to 
do. Many things had happened in the manner of 
compounding the debts, which were not very fatis- 
ikdlory to thofe who examined them : demands were 
daily brought in for debts compounded, which had 
never been examined or heard of before payment ; ?.nd 
fome debts delivered in, for inftance, as go 1. had been 
compounded as i6ol. And though thefe and many 
other things might arife from millake and error 
(which however we did not believe) they were not 
pleafing ; and it was thought that fuch accidents 
ought to be prevented. On the 23d of January, 
1770, the Society determined, that they* would '* at 
•* their next meeting take into confideration the ftate 
" of Mr. Wilkes's alFdirs," At the next meeting, 
Feb. 6, a committee of accounts was appointed for 
that purpofe, which ** the treafurers and Mr. Rey- 
nolds (as agent for Mr. Wilkes) were requeued to 
attend, with fuch papers and accounts relative to 
** the faid affairs as were in their pofTeflion." This 
committee found great difficulties to encounter ; and 
it appeared evidently that there was an intention 
fomewhere to prevent our ever obtaining exadl lills 
of debts, or coming to a certainty of what we had 
ftill to do for Mr. Wilkes's final difchargc. Thefe 
ftudied difficulties encreafed our fufpicions, and fhewed 
us the neceffity of being more refolute and diligent 
to ^ and determine the demands on Mr. Wilkes. 
Accordingly at the next meeting, Feb. 2c, it was 
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elaimtng a perfonal attachment to Mr. Wilkes, and 
profeflihg only a regard to the public, difguiled him 
extremely; the resolution that his health fhould 
never be given as a fuhHc toaft in that Society, and 
the ADVERTISEMENT of fuppotting him ^nd hu caufe 
only as far as it was a fublic caufe ^ were never for- 
given. Befides, he entertained a faliie notion that had 
not this Society been in|tituted, he ihould himfelf 
have received all the ready money fubfcribed by thf 
Society into his own hands ; what they applied to the 
difcharge of his debts, he coniidered as a kind of rob- 
bery ; and hated them fOr their care of him, as profli? 
gate young heirs do the guardians who endeavour 
to fave them from deilrudion. Add to this an appre- 
hcnfion left the Society fhould gain the public confi-r 
dence ; and, not being his aeatures, (hould hereafter 
be flrong enough to oppofe elFedlually the extrava- 
gant foolifh notions he had formed of his own 
greatnefs ; merely to be froteSed does not anfwer 
his expedlations ; improbable as it may appear, 
he dreams of nothing lefs than of being himfelf 
PROTECTOR. He therefore from it's very inflitution 
determined the deflrudion of the Society y becaufe he 
knew they meant only the king and the /«w^,— -but 
the king according to the iaivs. My induftry and zeal 
for a Society capable of fo much future good, as well 
as the fincerity with which I always fpoke difagree- 
able truths to Mr. Wilkes, entitled me to a confiderr 
able (hare of his refentment. I had not only drawq 
up the ojft:?ifive advertifement^ but at all times warmly 
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yoii particularly applauded at that time^ will give the 
world tsiy opinion of the American con tell. 

(COPY) King's Bench Prifon, 

" Gentlemen, J"*^ ''S' '768. 

•* I am extremely honoured by your letter, and 
the valuable prefent which accompanied it. No- 
thing could give me more fatisfadiion than to find the 
true fpirit of liberty fo generally difFufed thto' the 
mod remote parts of the Britifh monarchy. I thank 
you very heartily for the generous and rational en- 
tertainment of the Farmer's Letters^ in which the 
caufe of freedom is perfedly underilood, and ably 
defended. 

*' As a member of the legiflature^ I fhall always 
give a particular attention to whatever refpeds the 
interefts of America^ 'which 1 believe to he immediately 
eonneQed 'with^ and of ejfential momtnt to our parent'"^ 
country, and the commm ^welfare of this great political 
fyfiem. After the firfi claims of duty to England, and 
of gratitude to the county of Middiefex, none fliall en- 
gage me more than the affairs of our colonies, which 
1 coniider as the propugnacula imperii^ and I know 
how much of our (Irength and weight we owe to, and 
derive from them. 

** I will ever. Gentlemen, avow myself a 
FRIEND TO UNIVERSAL LIBERTY. I hope free- 
dom will everflourifti under jfo«r hemifphere as ^ell as 
mrs^ and I 'doubt not from your fpirit and firmnefs, 
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pounded a very confiderable portion -of his debts; 
when on the 24th of Odober they voted him 300L 
xnorf, making in the whole 1000]. for his pocket. 

A few weeks after this vote Mr. Wilkes obtained a 
verdid againd lord Halifax, with 40CO 1. damages : I 
waited on Mr. Wilkes and endeavoured to perfuade 
him that he was bound in honour, in honefly and policy 
to fend thefe 4000 1. to the London Tavern in aid to- 
wards the payment of his debts : I reprefented to him 
the poverty of our bank, which had indeed advanced 
too far, and was in debt; I endeavoured to make him 
fcnfible that 4000 1. at that time would go farther in 
compounding his debts than 10,000 1. would fome- 
time afterwards: I (hewed him the reputation he 
would gain by this a£i of common honefly and po- 
licy-, and chat he would enco\irage the public to fab- 
fcribe towards him, and bind the gentlemen of the 
Society in honour never to quit him till they had at 
leafl returned him his 4000 1. though it was employed 
in the difcharge of his own debts. 1 laboured in vain ; 
ready cajh made Mr. Wilkes deaf lo my arguments. 
He would not fend a penny to the Society for the dif- 
charge of hi$ (mjon debts, though it was not many 
weeks fmce the Society had in one year voted him the 
lall part ot a thoujand'^oyxvA for his fupport. 

The Society however went on chearfully with the 
dircharge of his debts ; and having beyond all expec- 
tation made fo confiderable a progrefs in fo fhort a 
time, and having now reduced his debts within fome 
compafs, fome probable profped of finally difcharging 
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I hope to (hew tnyfelf not quite unworthy of ai! 
honour, which I feel ks I ought. 

" I am, with great regard, 
*• Gentlemen, your obliged, 

** and faithful, humble Servant, 
" John Wilke s." 

** To the Gentlemen of the Committee of the 
*• Sons of Liberty in the Town of Boilon." 

m 

(CO PY) King's Bench Prifon, 

•'Gentlemen, March 30, 1769. 

" I fhould fooner have acknowledged the very 
great honour of the letter Captain Bruce delivered 
to me, but from a real tenderneft for you, and the 
other friends of liberty in Jfuerica, Hill more than 
from my own important concerns. I did hope that 
the fpirit of pcrfecution, which had gone forth 
againft you, would have abated, and that I fliould 
have had it in ray power to congratulate you on the 
nconjery of your rights. If I had been permitted to 
take my feat in the houfe of Commons, I fliould 
have been eager to move the repeal of the late aSf, 
which lays the new duties on paper, paint, and other 
articles. 1 would have done this from the full per- 
fuafion not only of that adt's being highly impolitic 
and inexpedient, but, in my idea, likewife abfolutely 
unjuft and unconllitutional, a direft violation of the 
great fundamental principles of Britifli liberty. The 
prefcnt feflion has been in many inftances moit unfa- 
vourable to public liberty 5 but I hope that the next, 
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pad a more upright^adminiftration, willreftore aih\ic 
fubjeds of the Britiih empire to the pofTeflion of 
their rights, and I wi(h to enjoy the fatisfadion of 
contributing to fo nobk a wotk. 

*' I have read with grief and indignation the pro- 
ceedings of the miniilry with regard to the troops 
ordered to Boflon, as if it were the capital of a pro- 
vince belonging to our enemies, or in the ppfltflion df 
rebels. Afiatic defpotifm does not prefent a piAure 
more odious in the eye of humanity, than the fane- 
tuary of jullice and law turned into a main-guaid. 
I admire exceedingly your pruder.ce and temper on 
fo intricate an occafion, maintaining at the fame time 
\our own dignity and the true fpirir of liberty. By 
this wife and excellent condud you have difappointed 
your enemies, and convinced your friends that an 
entire reliance is to be had on the fupporters of free- 
dom at Bod on in every occurrence, however delicate 
or dangerous. Your moderation prevented the effii- 
fion of blood, which we have feen by the miMtAVf in 
St. George's Fields, on the moil frivolous pretext, and 
in the mod inhuman way. 

**■ I fubmit to you. Gentlemen, the propriety of a 
publication of any letters, which may pafs between us. 
You r.re the true judges of what refpeils the mio 
niofld. Perhaps while I am doomed to this prifon, 
unfair advantages might be taken here againft me, 
which I fhouid find it difficult to overcome. I leave 
however the whole to your mature confiderat^'on, with 
the truell ulTurances, that in v:hatc%'er «u/7j Icanfervt 
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t/je generous caufe of liberty , I 'will he a SI I've and 
X£alou5. You will always oblige me by pointing out 
the particulars refpefling yourfelves. 
" I am. Gentlemen, with 

** Truth and Regard, your affeflionate, 
** and faithful, humble Servant, 

"John W i l k e s." 
'* To the Gentlemen of the Committee of the 
** Sons of Liberty in the Town of Bofton." 

Are thefc. Sir, the letters of a man nuho hates the 
Americans^ who is the declared foe of their liberties ? 
The folly of this attack is unparalleled^ except in 
your former letters. 

I proceed to the bufinefs of the letter to the ho- 
nourable the Commons houfe of afTembly of South- 
drolina, in anfwer to their letter and noble fubfcrip- 
tion of 1500 1. You fay, " One df the members of 
*• the fociety, (of the hill of Rights) a gentleman of 
** the cleared public principles and of much merit, drew 
** up 'very haftily a letter of thanks on the occafion, 
** which he Ihewed to Mr. Wilkes for his opinion. 
** Mr. Wilkes commended it extravagantly, and 
** earneftly preffed the committee to adopt the letter ; 
•* and he took fome extraordinary meafutes that k 
•* might be adopted by the fociety." Mr, Morris ^ 
the fecretary at that time, drew up an anfwer, which 
he (hewed to me, firlt in the rough draft, and af- 
terwards finifhed. Jt was diffufe, but fenfible and 
fpiritcd. I approved it, but did not commend it 
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warmly to any of my friendt» for it contamed many 
compliments to mc perfonally^ On this accooot 
chiefly I know that yoa difliked it. Yoa tom- 
plained that Mr. Morris was a mmdmau^ that the 
letter was execrable, and woukl bring the Society 
into difgrace. I faid that perhaps the letter might be 
thought btre rather too difFufe and copious^ but Mr. 
Morris had confidcred that it was proper to g^e the 
gentlemen of Sou/If CaroIiMa a full ejtpofitioii of the 
icntimcnts of the Society ; that in America our bre« 
thren were more (ludious of expreffing themfidves with 
force and clearnefs than with concifirnefs and daffical 
energy ; tliat the copious flyle was theirs ; that their 
own produ^lions abounded more in found reaibning 
than in elegance of diclion ; that they often prcfened 
to our clofe ilyle adiffufe mode of writing, to avoid 
the pcfiibiiity of any doubt of their meaning ; that 
in this flylc Mr. Morris excelled ; that I ihould even 
regret their rivalling Europe in the meretricious arts of 
eloquence, fine writing, and polite literature, for they 
would probably make fuchacquifitionsat the cxpenceof 
lirengih of thought and manlinefsoffentiment, in which 
tliey excelled the Europeans ; that we were ourfelves 
greatly deficient ; that moft of the modern refinements 
of Europe were the luxurious efFefts of a debauched, 
vitiated and enervated tafte, which had loft fight of the 
anticnt and true elegance and fimplicity ; that very few 
amorig the A»Ticricans had in faft faccecded in either 
of the filler arts of poetry or painting ; that^/r//, not 
tnfle, was their charaders ; that I knew no fault in 
Mr. Morris's letter, except the compliments to myfclf ; 
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chat language was, after all, merely the drefs of our 
thoughts ; and that it was peevifh and ill-bred to find 
fault with Mr. Morris, onlf becaufe periods of firong 
fenfe were not tuned to the nice ear of Mr. Home. 
Thcfe were the fentjmcnts I exprcffed to you, and 
Biany of my friends, I never was with the commit- 
tee. The tranfaftion happened during my imprifon- 
tnent. At the London 1 avem I am told, that you 
were furious and unmannerly about the fecretary's 
letter. Mr. Morris, in a good-natured manner, with- 
drew his intended anfwer to the gentlemen of South- 
Carolina. You produced another letter, which, after 
many important alterations made by Mr. Serjeant 
Glynn, and other gentlemen, was at length adopted 
by the Society. 1 defire an explanation of what you 
mean by extraordinary meafures, I have given the 
whole of this bufmefs. Will you prevail on your 
new friend, Mr. Morris ^ to fiivour the public with his 
intended anfwer ; and will you give us your own ««- 
caftrated letter, as it was firft propofed to the Bill of 
Rights ? The public will then be able to determine 
on the merits of each performance. 

You advance xhtfiale charge of the Breach oftrufi 
tommtted toix:ards the Foundling Hofpital, I Ihall 
give xhtftaJe anfwer, inferted in all the public pa- 
pers, when the charge was brought forwards at the 
time of the Middlefex eledtion, to which no reply 
was ever made. 

*< Mr. Wilkes is now made the moil abandoned 
^ of mankind, from an affair with regard to thq 
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?f fommiHng Hofpitaii and compUoLted frauds ar^ 
*< talked of. The whole of the afiair is, he was to 
'* pay the tradefmens bilb at Aylefbury ; the hofpi- 
^' tal ifiued the money ; the tradefmen did not adl 
*' for it every quarter; and it was left in Mr. 
" Wilkes^s hands. When Mr. Wilkes went abroad. 
*' all hb private afiairs weie in the^ hands of a gen- 
" tleman, who afterwards fulFered himfelf very great 
** misfortunes, and none of the accounts are yet fet- 
•• tied, but will be very foon. \7bey ba*vi long been 
** /*//.> fettiedJ] In what light Mr. Wilkes flood 
•* with refpeil lo the tradefmen of Aylcfl>ury, may 
** be gueffed fiom their late inftruAions to their 
" members in his favour." 

Your chronological hiftory of the Society of the 
Bill of Rights is the moll foporific dofe I have taken. 
You quote always partially. You give us the adver- 
tifement ordered to be publiihcd at iYitfecond meeting 
of the Society on Feb. 25, 1 769, and, with your ufuai 
candour, you omit what was done at xht Jirft meet- 
ing. You preface the account of the advertifement on 
Feb. 25, 1769, •' To avoid mifapprehenfion, the So- 
•' ciety defired me to draw up an advertifement which 
*' fhould declare their purpofes to the public, linflant- 
*' ly dre-w up the following, which was approved, and 
V publilhed in all the papers." liyou will not re- 
colled^, 7 will, what you injiantlj drew up^ at a prior 
meeting, at the very yf;;/? meeiiijg of the Sodety of the 
Bill of Rights. The following is an extract from the 
books of that Society. 1 7 69, Feb. 20, Serjeant (j/jna 
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in the chair, *' ReJol^veJ^ That the gentlemen pre*- 

** fent at this meeting will contribute, as far as lies 

'* in their power, to the independance and fapf ort of 

*• Mr, Wilkes J and that the Rev. Mr. Home be de* 

** fired to draw up a paper expreffive of thefe inten- 

** tions ; who, in purfuance of this deiire, inflantly 

^' drenjj up the fbllowing article, which received the 

•* fubfcription of all the gentlemen prefent." The 

article itfelf is, " Whereas John IVilkes^ Efq, has 

** fuffered very greatly in his private fortune, from 

" the fevere and repeated proiecu tions he has under^ 

^* gone in behalf of the public, and as it feems reafon«> 

** able to us, that the man who fuffers for the public 

'* good ihould be fupported by the public, we, &c.'* 

The fenfe of any fociety could not be more clearly 

afcertained, than by fuch explicit declarations at the 

very firji meeting. Mr. Wilkes was plainly the 

primary, though not the/o/e objed. 

As to the 4000 1. which I recovered againft Lord 
Halifax, I have always been, and Hill am, ready to* 
fubmit the application of that fum to the Society. I 
ilated it to the committee of accounts, who thought 
it a private bufinefs, in which they did notchufe to in- 
terfere. I had not any converfation with you on this 
fubjeft till fome months after the verdid. 

You fay, ** It was at xki\&fecond meeting refilved^ 
♦* that Mr. Wilkes's health fhould never be given in 
** that fociety as a public toaft ; and this refoluiiom 
** has been uniformly obferved." The faft i?, that 
the Society determined that only the three foUowuig 






fuhlic toafts (hould be drank ; the Kzng^ Magna Charia 
tand the Bill of Rights^ and the gltnious memory of 
King pniliam, There is no refolutton in the minutes 
of the Society on this fubjeft. Mr. Wilkes's healtft 
was generally given by the chairman as bis own pri- 
vate toad. 

You fay, " Merely to be pr9te&ed docs not anfwet 
*• his (Mr, Willies'* s) expc^tions ; improbable as it 
*• may appear, he dreams of nothing lefs than of being 

himfelf protector. He therefore />«« its <very in- 

ftitution determined the deftruftiorr of the Society ; 
*• becaufe he knew they meant only the king and the 
** latjQS — but the king according to the la'wsJ''* Mr. 
Wiikeswas at that timefocircurotlanced, that ke mult 
be an ideot to wi{h the deftruElion of the Society. It was 
to lop the branch on which he fat, and even to lay tli6 
ax to the root of a noble tree which afForded him 
ihclrer and protedion. I will ftate t^o plain faCls. 
When the diflblution of the Society was moved for 
hj jou in April laft, did not Mr. Wilkes a^ually 
vote againft it ? Did not you vote for the diiTolurion ? 
Which of the prefcnt difpiuants then had determined 
the deJlruSlion of the Society ? 

The dreams you mention about a frcteSor are 
thofe of your own dlllempered brain, which, if yod 
have any regard for the worId*s opinion of your un- 
derftanding, you fhould not repeat. They are the 
ravings of a Bedlamite You were at my elbow on 
the 20th of April 1768, when I ccclarcd before the 
court of King's Bench, ** 1 have been much mifrcpre* 
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"fented; but under every fpecies of perfeciulon, I 
** will remain ^r«r and friendly to the monarchy ^A\\.\M\A 
<' aqd affbdionate to the illuflrious prince who wears 
** the crown, and to the whole Brunfwk line." 

I acknowledge a king in England, onij according to 
th^ laivs. They bound his prerogative and my alle- 
giance. I dare now to fet my name here to what; 
the great Algernon Sydney wrote in Rome, ** My 
*^ thoughts as to Aing and fbte depending upon their 
*^ addons, no man ihall he a more faithful fervant to' 
" Him than I, if He make the good and profperit/ 
<* of His people His glory ; none more His enemy if Ut 
♦* doth the contruryy 

I am, SI R, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 
To Mr. JOHN WILKES, 

LETTER XII. 

ON the 17th of April, 1770, Mr. Wilkes was 
xeleafed from the King^s Bench prifon ; and at the 
next meeting of the fociety,. April 24, he was pro- 
pofed to be balloted for as a member ; and at the fol- 
lowing meeting, May 8, was unanimoudy chofen. 

Ill nay laft I (hewed what was the fituation of the 
ficiety's accounts at this time, and dated both what 
Jiad jpMcen done, and what remained to do ; viz. 
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Debts of Mr. Wilkes di(cliarged above \z^6 

To Mr. Wilkes for his fupport i i,ooo 

To his eledlion expences — ■ *_ 2,975 

To his two fines » — ■ ■ i,oco 

And by all the lifts of claims on Mn Wilkes he re- 
mained indebted 6,82 1 1. 13 s. 

It IS proper I fhould now mention what was Mr. 
Wilkcs*s vifibie fitnation. He had an eflate of 700 1, 
a-year, out of which 200 1. a-year was payable td 
Mrs. WilkeSy and an annuity of 150 1, was due to 
Mr. Reynolds, he having pnrchafed the fame for 
lyCOoL'fo that there remained to Mr. Wilkes a 
nominal 3 %o\. a-year. Beiides this income. Mr. Wilkes 
had 2,oco 1. in ready money ; the other 2,000 1. of 
the fum recovered from Lord Halifax, were (akl to 
be paid to Mr. Reynolds, i. e. i,2col. for Mr. 
Reynolds^s law-charges, ^. and So^ 1. to difcharge 
fome debts contracted by another breach of truft to- 
wards the Buckinghamihire militia, when Mr. 
Wilkes was their colonel. On this foundation, that 
is, with a nominal 35c) 1. a-year, and 2,ocol. ready 
money, but with a drawback of 6,821!. declarti 
debts, Mr. Wilkes (whilft he was ftill in the King's 
Bench, with many detainers lodged againU him, and 
before he could tell whether the fociety, notwith- 
Aanding all their zeal, would be able to coropais his 
enlargement) entered into treaty with Sir Edward 
AfUey for his d welling -houfe in Great George-Strfcet. 
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The terms were eafily agreed to, and nothing flood in 
the way but Security ; Sir Edward defired Secu- 
RiTT. Mr. Wilkes, who *' had as lief he had put 
*^ ratfbane in his mouth/^ and who knew that though 
I conk! not laugh at his jeft, I could fometimes do his 
buiinefs, was defirous to turn over to me the employ- 
ment of procuring fecurity, fuch gloomy matters be-- 
ing.as he had experienced, perfedily fuited to my dif- 
poiition. I was too dull to taHe the pleafantry of fuch 
an arrangement. Mr. Reynolds had bought in the 
annuity of 1 50 1. merely to give Mr. Wilkes an op- 
portunity to repurchafe it ; and I thought one of his 
thouiands, if he would not /fWthem for the difcharge 
of his debts, would be more ufefuliy employed that 
way than in furniture ; I reprefented to him that 
having a thoufand pounds, and not repurchaiing the 
annuity, he did in fadl at that moment fell 150]. a- 
year for a thoufand pound ready money. I bedowed 
the freeft terms on the diihonefty,. ingratitude and folly 
of thus laying a plan to replunge himfelf in debt 
after all the hard flruggles which ^ had been made 
to refcue him. I refufed fharply to be inllrumental 
in a meafure which muH neceiTarily have one of 
tbefe two confequences ; cither that Mr. Wilkes 
snuft foon return to prifon a beggar, and fo defeat 
in fome meafure all that had been done for him ; or 
that all the money which the public fpirit of inoivi- 
duals could fupply muft, to the exclufion of all pub- 
lic purpofe% be confined to the fupport of his private 
extravagance. The former of thefe confequences would 
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be very detrimental to the public caofe, the latter 
would be fatal, I was not fingutar in my opinion 
on this fubjedl ; all the gentlemen to whom lyir. 
Wilkes applied, even, the future Chetmherlain and 
7ow»-C/fr^,refufed tobefecurity. Though Mr. Wilkes 
was diiappointed of a large houfe, he was determined 
not to lofe the opportunity of a large expence. On 
quitting the King^s Bench prifon he took a houfe cm 
a leafe at fifty pounds a-year, that he might layout 
out fome hundreds on its repairs : At the fame time he 
took a country-houfe at fixty guineas for the ieafon, 
and to compleat his plan of oeconomy, he fent hi» 
daughter to Paris to fee the Dauphtn'*s fwedding^ 
whilft himfelf was all the fummer making the tour of 
the watering-places. That his generous Sup porters 
might not be too much ridiculed, he kept no more 
than^;r domeftics ; and that his police and gratitude 
to hi? country might keep pace with his oeconomy, 
only three of them were French. 

Such were the fituations of Mr. Wilkes and of the 
Society when he was releafed from prifon. 

Thofe who had hitherto laboured fo indefatigabfy 
did not remit their diligence : In order to keep the 
promifes of the fociety and do good to the pul^ic, it 
was neceffary that they ftiould at length come to fome 
conclofion of Mr. Wilkes's private affairs. They 
could eafily fee that if they did not make hafte Mr. 
Wilkes would incur frefli debta fader than they could 
difcharge the old : It was proper that he (Hould know 
what he had to expefl from the Society ; and ihey 
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could not begin to procure for him a renfonahle an- 
nuity till they had firit cleared his incumbrances. Ic 
was the wiili of all thole with whom I ever converfcd 
t« fet him f(ee» and afterwards to procure for him a 
dear annuity of fix hundred pounds : Having dons 
io^ to ceafe fubfcriptions for the farther fupport ot' 
Mr. Wilkes, unlcfs feme new public reafon Hiould 
make it jullifiibie, and to apply the whole coilecltd 
ftrength of the public to the molUmportant public mea- 
fures that (hould need pecuniary alHllance. Whatever dif- 
ficulties l\\t future private extravagance of Mr. Wilkes 
might bring upon him, the iocietydid not confider as 
any object of their concern. The public fpirit of 
the nation would be julbfied by what they had 
done for him ; and fufiicienc encouragement would 
thereby be given to all other private men to do 
their duty, aiid a fufiicient IcfTon to kings and mini^ 
Aers to abliain from violence and iijullice. Thefe 
purpofes I did not doubt to fee fulfilled before the 
month of March 1771. And I was foolifti enough 
to fuppofe that Mr. Wilkes would not dare to appear 
difcontented, if (after three whole years of fuch fuc- 
ccftful labour applied to his private affairs, himfeif 
freed from his debte, and with clear 600 1. a year, the 
focic.ty fiill fupporting the expence of all public mea- 
fures) we employed our ftrength at lall on other im- 
portant objedb of public advantage. With thefe aims 
and a correfponding condu6l,withoutever having receiv- 
ed xl^ejlighteft favour from any party or great man in 
^dniinifirat'{QH or ofpoftion, I could not forefee that 
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by all my labour, hazard and expcncc I (hould gam 
the contradidlory imputation of being at the fame 
time the hireling of the one^ and the tool of the other : 
And that Mr. Wilkes, the only private gainer in tie 
JiruggJe, fhould of ajl men in the world be the per- 
fon to bring the charge againft me. Mr. Wilkes, in 
perfeft idlenefs and fecurity/^«r times cledled mem- 
ber for Middlefex, and t-vcice Alderman of London, 
a gainer of thirty thou/and pounds, is the perfon to 
impute to me an interefled defign ! to me who Ifave 
frequently rifked the whole and adually fpent a great 
part of my little fortune in the conteft, often expofed 
to a prifon, and fcmetimes to death f an interefled 
dcfign f Sumo /uperhiam, I know there is not one 
even of his phalanx that believes it. His honourable 
attorney, Mr. Reynolds, who expofes the fecrets of 
his clients, and boafls the being employed in his pro- 
feffion as a favour done by him to his employer, has 
I find by his treachery given to many of your friends 
one ample proof of my gain in the flruggle. — But I 
aik pardon for fpeaking of myfelf. 

The fociety having with great diligence fearched 
after and admitted every claim brought againtt Mr. 
Wilkes, pulhed on their fubfcriptions as vigoroufly 
as they could ; and on the 12th of June, 1770, ap- 
pointed a committee to examine thefe claims, and to 
take meafures to fatisfy them. In all focieties of this 
kind many can better afford and are more willing to 
give their money than their time and trouble. The 
but then \^y heavy on a few, and their difficulties 
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were encreafed by every obftacle that the art of Mr. 
Wilkes and his attorney could invent. A fettlemcnt 
would not anfwer either of their purpofes. However 
we perfevered, and examining more carefully than we 
had formerly done, we difcovered that amongft the 
claims brought in by Mr. Heaton Wilkes, there 
was ^ff^ claim of 262 1. los. on rxcount of Sy ha, 
which had been already compounded ; and t^ree other 
claims of 350I. - 40 1. 10 s. 1 d. - and 40 1. in the fur- 
names of— Granger i • Owetr, and — Smith ; 
to which names no perfons could be found to anfwer, 
nor could either Mr. Heaton Wilkes, whofe lift con- 
tained chofe claims, or Mr. John Wilkes, againft 
whom the claims were brought, give us any account 
of the occafion or nature of thefe debts. The fociety 
therefore with great juftice ftruck out thefe 693 1. i d. 
from the liftofdebtsdueby Mr. Wilkes. The remain- 
ing lift was clafted and diftributed amongd {\x or fcvcn 
gentlemen, who undertook to look after the claimants, 
and compound their feveral demands. The execution 
of this was the bufinefs of the fummer. Whilft thefe 
things were tranfadting, and Mr. Wilkes was on his 
tour to the ^watering places, application was made by 
his brother to the treafurers for money for Mr. 
Wilkcfi. The treafurers, confidering that Mr. Wilkes 
had pocketed 2000 1. fo lately, miglit well be furprized 
at this application, and very properly refufcd to ad- 
vance any ; in truth there was none to advance, for it 
had all been applied to the difcharge of his debts : But 
their fui prize was greater when they were informed that 

N 2 
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Mr. Wilkes cla im ed otu hundred fouuds as due to him, 
becaufe a fubfcription of that fum bad been fent to the 
fociery fromNeivcafl/e^wkh. an rx-^rf/} declaration that 
it was meant to be applied fo/eiy to the purpofes of Mr. 
Wilkes ; and by this declaration Mr. Wilkes infifted 
it was meant that he fhould receive it for hhpociet The 
treafarers had applied it to the payment of his debts; 
and thought that was ^A'^r^/complying with the de- 
claration of the fubfcribers ; to pay his debts with it 
was furely applying the fubfcription y^/f^ to the pur- 
pofes of Mr. Wilkes : Had it been intended for his 
pocket, there was no occaiion to have fent it to the 
Society, the (horteft way would have been to fend it 
to Mr. Wilkes at once. Mr. Wilkes it feems did not 
think paying his debts was applying it to his purpofes. 
The treafurers however did not admit his claim. 

By the diligence ufed during the fummer all the 
debts of Mr. Wilkes comprehended in the lift 6821 1. 
were compounded ; except about 200 1. due at y^y/ef- 
hury, and 743 1. 18 s. 5 d. fome few of the claimants 
for which latter fum flill refufed to accept any com- 
poiition ; fome lived fcattered in the country, and 
fome could not any where be found. Mr. Reynolds 
had long promifed to compound the debts at Aylefbury, 
but flill nothing was done ; fometimes it was fuggefled 
that Mr. Wilkes had paid them. I repeatedly applied 
to Mr. Wilkes for information, but could obtain only 
ihuffling anfwers. The treafurers wrote to Mr. 
Wilkes on the fubjeft, but received no fatisfadion. 
Finding an obllinate dccermination that we ihouki not 



( i8i ) 

finifh his afFiirs, and being as determined ourfelves 
not to join with Mr. Wilkes in duping the public, 
three of us declared that we would ourfelves g^VO AyUf' 
imryzxA compound the debts there; and we fixed a day 
for our journey. Mr. Reynolds took every polllble 
meafure to prevent it, he promifed he would be there 
before us, but he did not go. We went and com- 
pounded them all in one evening ; it being thtfitfl 
application that had been made at Ajlejbury for that 
purpofe. 

After the fummer recefs, the Society was to 
meet again AW. 27, 1770. 

On Monday O^l. 22, 1770, 1 received a note from 
Mr. Wilkes to inform me that he would call the next 
day to talk with me on feme bufinefs pf confequene. 
I was that moment going into the country for a week, 
the poft-chaife was at the door, and my company 
waiting : I defired a gjcntleman who was in my room 
to anfwer the note, and to tell him I would vifit him 
as foon as I returned. According to my promife, on 
Sunday Odober 28, I went to Mr, Wilkes at Ful- 
ham. Our converfation turned chiefly on three things : 
— — Hjs brother's pretenjions to the cbamherlainjhip ; 
his expectations from the London ^a'vcrni and his m- 
tended proceedings at Wefttninfier on the Wednejday 
folio-uuing. It wiis my mibfortune to be of a different 
opinion from Mr. Wilkes on all three: indeed wc 
feldom did concur in any meafure, except in thofc 
which tended to his private advantage ; as far as I 
thought it juft and honourable to purfne his private 
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intereft, I met with his hearty concurrence, for ke 
found my endeavours tfFe£tual and he reaped the in- 
flant benefit. In all public meafures our opinions have 
been uniformly as different as our aims. However 
u/hen 1 look back on what is pail, I find the voice of 
the people (which Mr. Wilkes calls tht ^vQice ofGoi) 
in my favour : and if the public are not to be con< 
demr.cd, Mr. Wilkes cannot have been very right, nor I 
very wrong : for however neiv and extraordinary it may 
fccm to thofe who are unacquainted with the particu- 
lars of what has paffed, it is neverthelefs moft certain 
that Mr. Wilkes has ftrenuoufly oppofed alraoft every 
meafure which the public has adopted. Bat as I mean 
hereafter to explain the whole of his condu^ in thofe 
matters, I Ihall confine myfelf at prefent to what re- 
lates to the Society at the London Tawern. Mr. 
Wilkes defired ready money, I thought it a fhameful 
requefl : I repeated to him the iituation of the So- 
ciety, which was in arrears; arid fhewed him that in 
order to difcharge his remaining debts, we mufl borrow 
from fome of the members on the credit of the Society, 
His debts being once difcharged, I told him I would 
venture to anfwer for it that he would have a clear an- 
nuity of 600 1. that if it amounted to 1000 1. I fhould 
be better pleafed, but would not prefs the thing be- 
yond 600 1. that this annuity, with what he had and 
what his relations could do for him, ought to content 
him ; but whether he wa5 contented or not, that I 
fhould trouble myfelf on that fcore no farther. That 
we had already dwelt too long and exhauded ourfelves 
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too much on his private affairs, and fliould defervedly 
meet with the fcorn and deridon of the public, if we 
did not proceed to matters of greater public import- 
ance. Mr. Wilkes Hill prcfled for ready moneys and 
iaid it would be doing him more kindnefs to give him 
the money, and truft for the remainder of his debts 
to the chapter of accidents. He urged to me his old 
argument, which he has often repeated to many people, 
that — '* Thofe who do pay make amends for thofe 
'* who do not; and that tradefmen always charge 
** accordingly." I replied that the fame pretence 
would equally juilify him for robbing them on the 
highway, or burning their houfes down ; becaufe no 
doubt their gain in trade, if they are not undone, mud 
fupply all their loiSes. As I continued obflinate, Mr. 
Wilkes grew angry : he faid, if he was to be treated 
fo, it was plain the Society had only made a decoy- 
duck of his name, and that he was ufed only as an 
inftrument. I grew warm in my turn, I reproached 
him for his unreafonablenefs, felfifhnefs and ingrati- 
tude ; I afked him what merit he pretended to with 
the public, and what claim he had to their fupport, 
but as an inftrument of public good ; and I alTured 
him I would take care be fhould not be able to cafi: 
that reproach on the Society, for that as foon as 
we had compleated the provifion for^him I had 
mentioned, I would make a motion to give him all 
the money that fhould remain over in the banker's 
hand ; and to advertife that for the future no more 
fubfcnptions would be received by the Society, unlefs 
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fome great public occafion (honid srife, which ex* 
ceeded the abiiities of that Society alone to fupport. 

What palTed between us concerning the cbambir- 
luinjhip and the H\fimi»fter hftruShus did not tend 
to reiiore his good humour towards me. He found 
it in vain to ufe any further endeavours to bend fne to 
his purpofes ; and from that day forwards has employed 
every means, by paragraphs and otherwife, tode- 
ilroy the effe^ of any oppoiicion I might make to his 
fcandalous attempts. 

On the zjtb ofNtwemher the Society met ; and a 
Committee of Accounts was appointed for the 7th of 
December following. At the next meeting of the So- 
ciety, December 1 1 , a report was made from the 
committee, " That there appeared to be 743 1. 18 s. 
5 d. dill undifcharged of the lift of Mr. Wilkes's debts 
admitted by the Society on the 17th of April 1770.'* 

Upon this report much altercation arofe, and Mr. 
Heaton Wilkes.' s behaviour was fo very indecent, 
(chough the laft man but one in that Society who 
flioald have infiilted his brother's generous fupporters) 
that Mr. Sawbridge declared he would inftantly move 
for Mr. Heaton Wilkes's expulfion, if 'he did not 
make an apology. An apology was made, but the 
altercation continued. Many gentlemen, who had 
rever before taken any part in the bufinefs of the 
Society, (and fome who were not members) Were 
poured into the room after dinner, merely to give a 
predetermined vote in order to prevent any final fettle- 
inent of Mr. Wilkcs^s aiFai>s. Some infilled that a new 
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]i^ of debts (houW be made ; others would not have 
any determined li(t« but that the accoants fhould remain 
open ; others difputed about the original inflitutioa 
of the Society, and maintained that the iingle inten- 
tion was the fopport of Mr. Wilkes, and Mr. Wilkea 
only. The diforder and confufion was as complete 
as Mr. Wilkes himfelf could wiih. I had been too 
much engaged in a variety of different bufinefs witk 
the gendemen not to know pretty Well the motives 
and intentions of mo ft of them* and from thence 
could eafily gue/s their fentiments and votes before 
they gave them. I faw it was an unnatural meet- 
ing, and it was not dif&cult to know who brought 
down the newcomers^ and for what purpofes they at^ 
tended, though many of them did not themfelvM 
knosVy only that they were to vote for Mr. Wilkes. 
The majority prefent were plainly difpleafed at thit 
monftrous treatment ; however, I wiihed, if pofiible» 
to fatisfy every honeft man. I related to them, very 
frankly, what had pafled between Mr. Wilkes and 
roe on the fiibjed of the Society, and explained to 
them his intentions, which had been from the begin- 
ning either to deftroy us, or confine us to himfelf. 
It is impoilible, where numbers are to concur, for any 
individual to do always what is bed ; he muft do the 
beft he can : I therefore moved (as a thing moil 
likely to fatisfy Mr. Wilkes for the moment) that/2?«r 
hundred or fix hundred pounds Oiould be paid into th« 
bands of Mr. Wilkes, for him to difcharge the remain- 
ing 743 L 1 8s. 5 d, of his debts. To this it was ob** 
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jefled, even by one of his pardzaos, that Mr. Wilkes 
would not ride a hundred milef to £nd out a creditor. 
It was therefore carried by a majority, ** That ten 
*' (hillings in the pound be paid into the hands of 
** Richard Oliver, Efq. for the compounding of the 
^* fum of 743 1. 1 8 s. 5 d. being the amount of the 
*' following debts of John Wilkes, £iq. reported 
** from the committee as not hitherto compromifed ; 



VIZ. 

Williamfon and Co. ^ 1396 

Benj. Sutherland *■ ' 17 6 o 
Thomas Chamberlain — 142 8 i 

Nathan Cooper —— . 7 16 o 

Davis and Wilkins > i 11 o 

George Falconer -— i 19 o 

John Sherwood — 140 

William Pickner — 18 lo i 

— Hemings ■ 1 4. 1 2 4 



1 Barrett — — — 410 

Boydell — — o 7 $ 

John Hilman ■ o 17 6 

John Kirk ■ 600 

NcUe ' 236 

John Palmer — ■ 116 o 

JDaniel Sanxay * o 14 o 

John Upton •— — 218 4 

Peter Vamenean • • 140 



Carried over, — • J^, 238 17 10 
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Brought over, 
John Wood — 
John Courtay 
Thomas Hickman 
Martha Jones 
James Loton 

• Stationer 

Mary Ayres 
William Chapman 
Jane JollifFe 
Richard Shipman 
Charles Warraker 
William Woodward 
Catharine Alway 
Samuel Giles 
John Meafey — 
Thomas Davis 
John Ellicutt — 
■ Graves 

Haines and Benfon 
Elizabeth Tunccliffe 
William Almack 

Maginel 

Thomas Borwick 
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JOHN HORNE, 
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Tb the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

S I R» Prince*! Court, Thurfday, Jane so. 

I NOW proceed to examine your t^tlftb letter, 
and, according to the notice I gave you, to dofe a 
correfpondence which the public have long ago called 
upon me to conclude. I (hall therefore neceflkrily 
in taking leave of you confider a few other particulars 
^hich from hurry or inadvertency I have omitted. 

The account you have publiftied of the Society, 
called the Supporters of the Bill of Rights^ and their 
proceedings, is equally prolix and fallacious. In the 
ftate of the pecuniary tranfaftions of the. Society yoo^ 
give fo perplexed a detail of my affairs, that I am 
totally at a lofs to comprehend your accounts. You 
pretended in a former letter that at the inftitution of 
that Society I was fcarcely thought of, and you endea- 
voared to prove that paradox by a fingle advertifemenl 
after the feconi meeting, omitting all the refolutions 
of th&frji at the very formation of the Society, which 
I have already quoted. Will you. Sir, allow the 
Society tbemfclves to determine what their own inten- 
tions were? Feb. 26, 1771, it was refolved, •* That 
*' the /irjr objed of this Society, in order to promote 
" the public purpofes of it's intentions, was to fup- 
•* port John Wiikesy Efq. againft miniitcrial oppref- 
«• fion, by difcharging his debts and rendering him 
** independent." In your account of Mr. Wilkes's 
debts you lludioufly omit a remarkable part of an ad« 
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vertifement repeatedly publifhed by the Society of the 
Bill of Rights in all the papers. " N. B. 7149I. 6 s. 
** of Mr. Wilkes's debts appear to have been incurred 
" by his having been lecurity for other perfons." 
Did you fear that this might be brought to confute 
your charge of his indifference for the intereft of his 
friends, when it appears that he fubjcded hinifclf to 
the payment of fo large a fum on their account ? You 
will pleafe to recolle^l that by an early refolution of 
the Society, on May 9, 1769, printed in the papers. 
All committees of the Society are to meet on every 
firft and third Tuefday in the month at the Lorduu 
•* Tavern, at one in the afcernpon," and that xkit com- 
mittee of accounts^ by the advertifement of Nov. 20, 
1770, " Was always open to all members of the So- 
*• ciety." If therefore you fufpefted the leaft fraud 
from any quarter, it was your duty to have attended 
to dete£l it. Although you have defer ted the Society, 
it is ilill incumbent on you to acquaint them of any 
fraud or coiluiion you have difcovered. I call upon 
you to write a letter, flating the particulars, to the 
chairman of the next meeting, and to give your proofs 
of the fmalleft intended impofition of any kind, or 
you will pafs for an infamous calumniator of' your 
henefador, Mr. Reynolds, and other men of honour, 
whom you have wickedly traduced.., When you men- 
tion that ** The other 2,000 1, of the fum recovered 
*' from Lord Halifax were faid to be paid to Mr. 
•* Reynolds, i.e. 1^200 1. for Mr. Reynolds's law- 
y charges^ &c. and 800 L to difcharge fome debts 
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•' contra6lcd by another breach of troft towards tlic 
*' BuckiDghamihire militia, when Mr. Wilkes was 
** their colonel," you well know that yon arc deceiving 
the public, for I have frequently told you I paid Mr. 
Reynolds 2CC0 1. on account for bw charges, and 
debt, which he paid for me. The breach of trnft 
yon talk of is among your many barefaced felfboods, 
which will co<veryou ijcith infamy, Yoor charadtaif- 
tic is the evil fpiril of lying. 

You mention Mr. Heaton Wilkes's bdhavionr at 
the meeting of the Society on the 27th of November 
1770, and the altercation at that time. I was not 
then prefent. He had no difpute with Mr. Saw- 
bridge. The particulars of his difpute with Mr. Alder- 
man Townfend on that occafjon have already been 
fully ftated to the public, in the Gazetteer of January 
22, 1771 ; ^be Alderman has been repeatedly called 
upon with a fpirit which the world has applauded, 
but he has given no anfwer. 

In the Public Advcrtifer of April 15, 1771, in an- 
fwer to an attack of an anonymous writer, my brother 
declared, ** Mr. Heaton Wilkes was, and ftill is, 
** resdy to give Mr. Townfend any fatibfaftion he 
" chufes. You have my authority to give him my 
** name." He left hib n:;nie and dirediou, but Mr. 
Townfend chofc not to miike the enquiry. 

You declare, " Many gentlemen (who had never 
«* before taken any part in the bufinefb of the Socic:y) 
** and fome who were not members, were poured 
** into the room after dinner merely to give a predc- 
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" termined vote in order to prevent any finnl fettle- 
« ment of Mr. Wilkes's debts." Your condud, Sir, 
was fuch that many gentlemen (who had before taken 
iiitle fart in the bufinefs of the Society) now exerted 
themfelves againfl you ; but no perfon, not a member, 
has on any occafion fvoted, U fuch a thing had hap- 
pened, you ought inflantly to have left fuch an abfurd 
Society. There never was any intention, much lefs 
a vote, to prevent any final fettlement of Mr. Wilkes* s 
debts. The very idea m ridiculous. 

Sir Edward Aflley, when I was abroad, had pur- 
chafed the Icafe of my honfe in Great George- Street. 
When he removed to Downing-ftreet, he mentioned 
his intention to difpofe of the remainder of that leafe. 
I was then in the King's Bench prifon. Many of my 
friends wifhed me again in my old houfe, I was talked 
of with Sir Edward, but nothing concluded, nor did 
I ever afk any man to be my fecurity on the occafion. 
Yon declare, ** AH the gentlemen to whom Mr. 
** Wilkes applied, even the future chamberlain and 
•* tovjnclerky refufed to he fecurity.** I never applied 
to any one pcrfon on this occafion to be my fecurity. 
Name the man. The converfation you have given 
as what pafTed between us is an abfolute ££lion of your 
own fertile brain. 

I had no difpute with the treafurers of the Billaf 
Rights about the generous benefadion from Nevjcajile, 

You fay, " He took a country- houfe 2Xjixty guineas 
^* for the feafon ; and to compleat his plan of aconomy^ 
** he fent his daughter to Pari$ to fee the Dauphin's 
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** nveMngt whilft himfelf was «// ihg fummer tnakiirg 
*' the tour of the nxjaUring-places,'"* I rented a ready- 
furnifbed houfe at fixty guineas for the year, while 
my fniai^ houfe here was repairing. When it was 
eotnpleated, I let the houfe at Fulham for the remain- 
der of the year. You affert, " On quitting the 
** King's Bcrxh prifon he took a houfe on a Icafeat 
**Jifiy pounds a- year/' Is it not pofiible. Sir, for 
you once to tell the whole truth ? The rent is ffy 
guineas a ye^r. My daughter went to Paris at the 
time of the Dauphin s ivedSng^ on the invitation of a 
lady of faftiion to her own houfe. I met her at Do- 
ver on her return ftom France, and during the month 
of Augufl we made a tour together. When you fay, 
that I was *'*' All the fummer uiaking the tour of the 
*' watering- places/* it is a malicious fallhood you 
dcfignedly utter, for 1 was only abfent while tbe 
Dog ftar rnged, when there ii a vacation from all city 
bufiuefs. You mean to inlinuatc a total want of te(o- 
no my, I know the fin that eajily hefets me^ and I 
kiiow too where you and the minillry exped to fur- 
prize me. You will both be difuppointed. My friends 
have with ple.afure remarked my reformation. 

As to the letter from Montpellicr, you declare in 
youry^^^W letter to me, ht f or e it^ s publication ^ '* Pub* 
** lijb it however when you will j I am coffiJent^ as 
•* indeed I have likewife been affured by many to 
** whom )0u have fticvvn it, that there is nothing in 
** the letter of iMch I need to be oJ}?amed,^'* Yot 
kept a copy, ns yoa have acknowledged, of this wiy 
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letter. Will you indulge us with the names of fome' 
of the many^ who approve fo lingular a performance ? 
We (hall then know ofivhom *we ought to bg afiamed. 
Will you recondle the above paiiage with what you 
(ay in your fixtb letter, •• It was a mean villany, al- 
*' moil equal to the treacherous publication of a fri- 
" 'vate^ friendly^ confidential litter ;" and, " Wilkes 
" with the educatk>n of a gentleman has exceeded in 
^ meanneis and ivant of fentihient his fervant Curry ^^ 
nvho robbed hit mafter^ and then fold the gcods to ruin 
Mm?' Your repeated treacheries forced the publication 
of your letter. On what provocation was Mr. Hea* 
ton Wilkes's pri<uate^ friendfy^ confidential letter to 
Mr. George Bellas given by him to yon, and by you 
publifhed ? 

You hava frequently accufed me of neglefting the 
^vorthy freeholders of Middlefex^ to whom I am und^r 
the moft peculiar obligations, althou^ you know I 
have not omitted any mark ol regard or gratitude to 
them. I have the happinefs of living among them, 
and am continually paying my perfonal refpe<fls 
where they are fo gready due. I endeavour as ^r as 
I can to be ofeful to them and their conne<^ons. I 
liave repeatedly made my grateful acknowledgments 
in peribn to many of my conftituents in London, Weft- 
minder, the Tower- Hamlets, Chelfea, Chifwick, 
&c. &c. You, Sir, have been the caufe why I have 
not yet viiited more parts of a county, whofe noble 
zed- for liberty I can never fufficiendy applaud, and 
whofe diftinguilhed &vours are the glory of my life. 
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I htvc frequently prrfied you to attend me to Brent- 
ford, and other places. 1 often defired you to fix the 
time, but you had regularly fome (huffling excufe at 
hand. In September h& I wrote you the foilowiog 
letter : 

*• Dear Sir, Fulham, Sept. 19. 

" I SHALL efleem it a v^ry particular obligation, 
if you will favour me with your company when I 
pay my refpe^s to my worthy conHituents at Brent- 
ford, and other places, among your numerous friend?. 
I will take any day the moft convenient to you, and 
attend you in a poll chaife where you (hall pleafe to 
appoint. The court of Aldermen generally claim my 
attendance on the Tuefday, but the reft of the week 
is free. I have juft read '• Another letter to Mr. 
•* Almon in matter of libel,*' which fpeaks very irre- 
verently of us both, but there are many things in it 
worthy your perufal. 

I amj &c. 

John Wilkbs.*' 

«• To the Rev. Mr. Hornc. 

I made nlany other fruitlcfs applications to you, 
but could never get you to fix the time for a tour to 
Brentford, or any other part of the county. Your 
particular reafon for not attending me to Brentford 
was, I am told, your unwillingnefs that I (hould be 
witncfs to the temper of your own parifti towards 
th^ir faithful and 'vigilant pajlor. By putting me off 
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<tn varionS pretexts from vifiting other parts, you hnd 
an opportunity of abufing me continually, as a man 
who forgot his friends, the guilt of which you knew 
I- had not contrafled. 

All tbefe attempts to embroil me with the free- 
holders of Middlefex, the Supporters of the Bill of 
Rights, the livery of London, the Americans, &c. 
you will find ineffedual. My public condufl ihall 
always be clear and unexceptionable. As to* the con- 
reftions in private life, I will endeavour mo^ tales 
inmicitiasy fempittrnas amicitims h -hen^ preferving 
ilill the (Irong, natural, irreconcileable hatred to all 
of the fe f pent and nfiper kind. 

The featiments which the county of Middlefex 

m 

cptertain of their feuiQr rtprefentati^e^ the world 
has feen on a variety of occaiions. What mull thdr 
opinion be of a man who declares he was indefatiga- 
ble to impofe on tijem a falfe^ treacberom ar«d {than- 
doned knave^ whom he knew to be fuch at the very 
time of recommending him as the guardian of tlieir 
lives and liberties ? Uysur candidate. Sir, was indeed 
a man cohered fwith tMfamy^ the monfter, the vii/ain 
yoa painted him, was it prudent, was it (^h to eiecl 
him to the moll important of all trufts, to the moll 
diiiinguiihcd of all honours which the confidence of 
his countrymen can give in this free kingdom? If he 
could have been prevailed upon to relinquldi the late 
Middkfex contat, to betray his conllituencs, it is 
well known that he might have made a fortune liiilc 
inferior to the greater piirt of his brethren in the cou4 1 

O2 



of Aldennen, but he Jhuk to ftvirty^ with paui tf 
mind and integrity. Nothii^, however, but the moffc 
coDfuinmate/(}//f, or an intentknul nnlifiLitf^ woidd 
have tru|bed fuch knavery as yoa haye attrdwted 19 
him with a treafiire of the moft i^ magnitude, as 
the right of eledtion undoubtedly is. The freebglM 
of Middlefex knew he was faithfbIL to die glorio^ 
caufe. The)r have experienced hs onftalcen fidelit/ 
to them ; and fhould he be de&tdj^ff, they will 
poifibly have in the enfuing year mor/e than one £cA 
proof of hi:> unabating ^seal and attachment. 

Am I to anfwer your impertinenGe about jdar^ and 
French fervants > It fiiall be in one word. J have not 
purchafed a bottle of claret fince J left tbe King's 
Bench. Only two French fervants stte in pxy famOy. 
An old womany who has many years attended my 
daughter, and a footman, whom I efleem, as I have 
often told you, not as a Frenchman, bat for his^iv^ 
far fidelity to an ^ngliihman during a courfe of feve- 
ral years, when I had the honour of being exiled. | 
have reafon to believe that from hence originated your 
hatred to him. 

You have defcribed me as a inan fufceptible of the 
mod paltry jealcufies^ as always refuiing the juft por- 
tion of praife to thofe with whom I have been, oj 
am, connefled. You advance no proof of this. I 
appeal to ail who know me, whether it is my nature 
to be penurious in theapplaufe of any great, or good, 
action ^ if it has been performed by a friend, whether 
I haye not always been lavifh in his praife ? When I 
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left the Klng^s Bench I declared pubh'cly, *' It Is a 
** particular iatis£idioii to xne, that I am to enter on 
"my duty at a time when we are governed by y^ ex- 
** ceUiUt a chief magiftrdte^ and have Sheriff's of the 
** mofi liberal frincifleSf iualous froinoters tf the pub' 
•* lie ^4oJ^ and of afproveJ wrtuey At the expira- 
tion of their fheriffaltyy I firft darted the idea of the 
livery^s returning the late (heriffs thanks^ and drew 
up the refolation. Is this the conduct of a man who 
entertains mean jealoufies of the merit of others ? If 
ever I find myfelf more difpofed to be jealous of pub- 
lic merit than grateful for the fervice, I will endea- 
vour to conquer fo unjuilifiable a pa£ion, by a noble 
emulation of fuch worth, not by depreciating the 
poflefibr. Would to Heaven that no breail ^as more 
porroded by en^ than mine is hyjealoufy ! The pre- 
fent Lord-mayor I think an honour to our age and 
country* I have declared my fentiments with warmth 
on numy OGcafions, and I am fure pofterity will con- 
firm the juft tribute of praife he now receives. Mr. 
Oliver has more than once read lately under my hand, 
that I did him the JuJHce which he refu/edra^. 

After a variety of accu(ationsof /r/<i;4/^ crimes, you 
affe£t to cover the whole with the veil of hyfocrify. 
You fay, '' I have mentioned thefe circumftances not 
as any charges againft you, though no doubt they 
will operate as fuch.** Had your turn. Sir, been 
to divinity, in the fubtleties of the fchools you woukl 
have Otttfhone Thomas Aquinas or Duns Scotus, in 
treachery even the priefi Malagrida, 
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You have in your late letters to me accufed me of 
almoU rvery crime of which the moft diabolical heart 
is capable. When you wrote the letters to Sir Wil- 
jiain Beauchamp Prodor I had only nnt crime^ of 
which I own I have not repented. •• Mr. fFilkes^s 
** crime is well known to have been his oppoiing and 
'* cxpofing the meafures of Lord Bute, 

*' l*he two Humes, Johnfon, Murphy, Ralph, 
*' Smol!#tt, Shebbeare, &c.&c. all aathors penfioned 
<* or promifed, had been let loofe on him in vain; 
** The lord-fteward of his majefty^s hoa(hold, (who 
** has therefore continued in that poft through 
" every revolution of miniftry) and the treafurer to 
•• thfc Princefs Dowager of Wales, (who together 
** with that office has a penfion for hinifelf and arcver- 
"^^ (ion for his fon) had Separately endeavoured tocom- 
*' mit a murder oo his body, with as little fucce6 
** as others had attempted his reputation : for they 
•* found him tam Marte quam Mercwrio. 

** The intended affaflination of him by forhes and 
** Dun had mifcarried. 

*< The fecretaries of date had feized his papers, 
" and confined his perfon to clofe imprifonmeot. 
'< They had trifled with and eluded the Habeas Corpus. 
" But ft ill he rofe fuperior to them all, and hafiei 
** alone the infatiahlt malice of all his perfecutors ; for 
'' though they had in a manner ruined his private 
" fortunes, his public charaSer remained entire. 
*' They had fpilt his blood indeed ; but they had net 
*' taken his life ; and with it Sill were left 
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'• The unconquerable mind, and Freedom's holy flamf< 

" Ft remained then to make one general attack upon 
*' him at once of' eveiy power of the flate, each ki 
•* ir'» (eparate Ciipacity, The reverend name of 
•* Majcfty itfcif was mifapplied to this buiinef^. Tlie 
** houfe of Lords, the houfe of Commons, and the 
*' court of King's Bench, through the little agency of 
** Carrington, Kidgell, Curry, Webb, Faden, S«ind- 
*' wich, made one general aflkult/^ 

The third letter of yours to Sir WiJliam Beauchamp 
Prodor iktes Mr. Wilkc»'s (rime ; his 'uirtu€ Wi{s 
blazoned in the /rji : 

'* The vioienc and inhaman Bloomjhury gang-^ 
** perfecuted him fMr, Wtikis) wiili umrelcnting 
*• malice, by every illegal and cruel meafure, as food 
•• as they perceived he had the 'virtue of fuhlic 
*'fpiritr 

As to the Rockingham ndminrftration, my regard 
to them arifed folely from their fcrvices to this coun<> 
try and the colonies, not from any perfoual f tvours. 
I do not owe a fat don to them, aitho* I warmly 
folicited it during the whole • lime of their power. 
^aon after they came into employment^ I wi(hed to have 
{one in a public charader to Conftancinople ; but I 
very foon dropped that idea. I never did receive 
from them either ptnfion^ g^^^^ity^ or renvard. When 
1 {2dd precarious^ \ uled the word as fynony mous wiih 
dependent. That upright adminiflr^ion was removed 
hi July 1766. My d«cl4rusion ** never to accept 

O ^ 
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*' from the crown either .place, penfion, giatoity, or 
*' emolument of any kind,** was not made to my 
moil meritorious conflituents, the freehdders of IVf id- 
diefex, till June 1 8, 1768. I then pledged myfelf to 
them, and added, that ** I would live and die in their 
** fervice, a private gentleman, perfedly fice, on- 
" der no control but the laws, under do infiuence 
« but theirs," &c. 

I (hall now give a catalogue of lies in the letters of 
the Rev. Mr. Home addrejfed to Mr. Johe mtkts. 
not mentioned before^ cvm nudtis alt is. 

1. " I blame your public conduft, and never bad 
** a difference with you on any other fihje^.'*'* 

2. *' You exa^d from me, with very earned en- 
•• treaty, apromifeof correfpondcnce." 

** 3.1 thought it proper to inform you that I was 
*' only a poor country clergyman, *whofe fituation^ not* 
*' lAiithJlatiding bis xeal^ viouid never enable him to 
** perform any conjiderahle fervice either to you or the 
" public y Vide the letter, or the copy you kept. 

4. '* I found you forfaken by all your friends, 
** and ihunned by every thing that called itfelf a g^^ 
«* tleman, &c. &c.*' 

5. " You reprefented to him (Mr. Wildman) 
« your fituation in France, which made it proper for 
'* you to endeavour by little prefents, &c. to pleafe 
^' your friends there to whom you had obliga- 
" tipns, &c." 

6. *' I did write you zflfort note (to I^'ulham).** 
It was a letter of a large page, beginning and ending 
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in all the forms : ** Dear Sir," ** I am moft fincerel/, 
&c." Before it was faid, *• I law reafons fufficient 
** sever more to tnift yoa 'with afingU line?'' 

7. ** 1 have not to this moment read the Efiay on 
" Woman." 

8. ** I have to my aftoniflmient foimd to be true 
** not only ail that has been alleged againft you, 
•* but much more.*' 

9. ** The fuccels I have had in defeating all your 
** ihameful Tchemes, is the true caufe of the diJSen- 
** tion between us." 

10. ''I have never had any private pique or quar- 
*« rel with you.** 

11. ** It is not upon me alone that you have 
'^ poured forth your abufc, but upon every man of 
<* honour Viho has deferved well of the public." 

12. **l think I ought to confider fomething about 
** providing for my friends, and being prepared with 
«< candidates for tlie city-offices, &c." Words never 
fpoken by Mr. Wilkes. 

13. ** My repeated and <d>ftinate refufals (the frt^ 
temleJ SLtttmpt on the chamberlainihip) ** raifedyour 
** refentment and apprehenfions.** 

14. "I have not changed my opinion of yoa 
** (fince I knew you at all) except in d<^ee." 

i^. *^ You are at this moment reduced to a little 
'* &j6doa of about forty very tnconfiderable names* 

' • 26. ** Moft of thofc who were fo generous to 
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** you at that time have fince been the objefts of 
«• your rcfenunent." 

i 7. " Every day brought frefh difficulties and dif- 
** grace on Mr. Wilkes, and yet be was the onJy per- 
•* fon who all the while felt nodiilrefs.** 

18. ** The Society (of the Bi /I of Rights) which 
** difdained the notion of being merely a dub for Mr. 
*• Wilkes, cf *whom the greater pari had a very had 
*• opinion — •* 

1 9. '" He (Mr. Wilkes) abhorred the Society aad 
•* it's members." 

20. " He (Mr. Wilkes) was difpleafed at the Com- 
'* mons houfe of South drolina for not fending the 
"money to himfclf.'*'— &c. &c. &c. culb multis 
aliis. 

Whether you proceed, Sir, to a thirteenth^ or a 
thirtieth^ letter, is to me a matter of the mofl entire 
indifference. You will no longer have me your cor- 
refpondent. All the efforts of your malice and ran- 
cour cannot give me a moment's difquictude. They 
will only torment your own breafl. I am wholly 
indifferent about your fentimeots of me, happy in 
the favourable opinion of many valuable friends, in 
the moil honourable connei^tions, both public and pri- 
vate, and in the profpcd of rendering myfclf emi- 
ncntly ufeful to my country. Foimerly in exile, 
when I was urhe patriaque extorris^ and torn from 
every fecred tie of fiieqdiliip, I have moiftened my 
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bread with xny tears. The reft of my life I hope to 
enjoy my morfel at liome in peace and chearfuinefs, 
among tfaofe I love and honour ; far from the mSt- 
lignant eye of the &lfe friend, and the infidious 
l^ypocrite. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

Continuation of Mr. Horne's XITth Letter^ 

THE Society adjourned from the nth of De- 
cember to January 22, 1 771, an interval o{fix iveeh, 
inftead of the ufual adjournment of a fortttigbt ; and 
this was done as well on account of the Chriftmas 
holidays as to give the gentlemen, who had been 
brought to vote without having ever examined th6 
paft traniadions, time to inform themfelves and 
reflea. 

I fhall take the opportunity of this long adjourn- 
ment to rdate the points which have been ever fince 
ID difpute. 

Thofe who contended that a new lift of debts 
fliould again be adopted, propofed the following : 

1 . Remaining unpaid part of the lift /. /. /. 
fettled on April 17, 1770 — 696 o 7 

2. Notes of hand to Mr. Madeane, 

for money lent to Mr. Wilkes at Paris 1250 o o 



Carried ovct -* £. 1946 o 7 
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Brought over, ■ ^94^ 9 7 

• 3. Notes tQ Sir Robert Fok/y for 
ditto ■ 420 1% 6 

4. Mr. Reynolds^s balance fbrmoiwy 
advanced (wiibwt sny wdtr fnm tbi 

SocUtj) ■ ■ I ■■■ ■ >■ 1529 9 z 

3896 3 J 

5. Together with the bills of Mr. 

Wilkesy not before brought in, for ad- 
vertifiements ■ — 

6. And all the ootfianding debts of 
John Wilkes, Efq. hwafidi due at the 

tim^ of the formation of the Society VncerttnM. 

TiYktJirfi article was admitted, and had never been 
jdlfputed. Tht fifth met with no objedion. 

Thc/econdsmd /^/r^/ articles were for many reafons 
objeded to, notwithibinding Mr. Madeane ooniented 
to take 650I. for his daim ; and Sir Robert Foley 
3 20I. 1 3 8. 6 d . Thefe gentlemen had been memben 
from the firft eftabliihment of the Sodety : they did 
not then make any claim ; fome gentlemen fiud that 
they declared they never would make any : flxMild 
the Sodety now pay them, it would i^auie rcfiedlions 
on both ; it would be (aid (though T am well per* 
fuaded unjuftly) that they had enticed others to join 
in an afTociation apparently for Mr. Wilkes, but 
really to get thdr own money out of other mens 
jpockets. ''rheir fuhft^utnt misfortune might very 
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wel! jufllfy tkem for expe£Ung pa3rment from Mr. 
W4kc»» iinoe he was ia a fituation to make it; 
and their very declsrations of ii6t ititiendi6g to chim 
it* ibdded to the gencroficy with whk:h in thdr hafificx 
dzys they had lent him the mdney in hudiftrefsy were 
load calk upon hit honefty and gratitude. The ta« 
i>les were now turned ; Mr. Witkes was rich and they 
were poor : his debts were all paid or payings a hand*- 
fome annuity Was providing, and he had upwards of 
2000U in his purfe ; I call this rich. All thefe rea* 
fons which ought to have prevailed with Mr. Wilkes, 
were as frrdble againft thdr being paid by the So- 
siety : for thefe gentlemens misfortunes having in* 
4uced them to make a change in their political fitua- 
tion entitled them to no favour from zfut/ic Society i 
private ties and public meafures are veiy different 
things : and though Mr. Wilkes mf^ht chi^e to have 
$he two ^kou/anid pomids he had pocketed pa6 un- 
noticed^ the members^ who con^red themfelvesaaa 
^r: of truftees lor the public^ wete bound to remem- 
^r that he had them. 

The fixrt^ article (Mr. I^eynoldss balance) wtt 
made out as follows : 

IUyno!/is, Creditor^ £• 4* ^• 

1770, May 14. To Zachariah Carle- 
ton his debt of 2 ji 1. 6 s. upon Mr. 
Wilkes*s accepted bill, dated June 
l^i 1763 » ■ 10 13 o 

N 

Carried over, •-^ jf. 10 13 o 
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jf. /. /. 

Brought over, .— — . lo 15 o 

June 20, To John Cobb's debt of 7 1. 

38, 6d. * 3 II o 

Nov. 14. To Thomas Hotckin, Efq- 

furviving trudee of Ifaac Fernandes 

Sylva, debt 271]. 5 s. 7d. and colb 

9I. 14 s. upon judgment recovered 

the beginning of Michaelmas term 

1770 280 19 o 

T^ov. 20. To Thomas Rackett, debt 

35I. IS. 3d. ■ 17 10 

Dec. 4. To John Peter Pinfon, debt 

and cofb on judgment •— > 665 o 

1 77 1, Jan. 7. To Mr. Graves, debt 

31 L 108. coils 2 1. los. — 34 o 

Jan. 8. To Stephen Maginel of Paris, 

debt on judgment 293 1. 7s. 6d. 

COft8 2ll. ■ 3U 7 6 
Jan. 15, To Thomas Bortjuick, debt 

22I. 15 s. cofts 4I. 8s. 6d. — 27 3 6 

30. To E/iz.Tuneciife, debt diXidzo^ 20 o 
Feb. I. To John Hall, bill on Mid- 

. dlefcx ele^ion, March 28, 1768 24 2 J 
Feb 18. To Meff. Burd and Jaquery, 

debt and €o{b on judgment 164 59 

Feb. 28. To Underwood and Butler 21 40 

To Bexjamin Sutherland 813 

■ i- . --^ 

C «59» 9 2 
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Reynolds Dihtor, 
Canterbury fubfcription — - 42 o o 
Mr. — — 's fubfcription ■ ■ 20 00 



62 o o 



Balance due to Mr Reynolds, jf . 1 529 9 z 

>onie parts of Mr. ReynoIds^s accounts were ad- 
ted, fome rejedted. Maginel^ Berwick, Smtker* 
dy and Tuneciife, &C. being in the Sodety's lift, 
re admitted ; though the diBFerence againft us be- 
!en thofe funis in the Society's lift and in Mr. Kty- 
ds*s account was (by law-expences, &c.) not lefs than 
I. 14B. 9d. The inadmiffihle articles were Sjlva^ 
tSoI. 19 s, and Pin/on, of 665]. 
The original debt due to Sylva from Mr. Wilkes 
s 2009]. 3 s. 9d. beiides intereft, for which 550 1. 
re paid by the treafurers in eomptfition ; but it 
rns Mr. Wilkes, to induce an acceptance of the 
npolition from the Society, gare a private oblifa- 
% to pay to Sylva, one year after date, 262 1. 10 s. 
re. If the Society had admitted of fuch daims as 
t, it was evident they could never come to a con- 
fion, and the pretence of a compofition would 
re been ridiculous. 

The objections to Pinfon's debt were of a different 
id, and require explanation. At the firft eftablilh- 
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nent of the Society, it was del>ated whetlier any 
/hreign debts (hould be admitted as billing within 
their plan, and it was agreed without a qneiUon that 
they (hoold m/. However, it being Aiggefted by one 
of the members that there was a debt of 640 1. of a 
very extraordinary nature, contradled by Mr. WilkeS 
at Paris, it was agreed to compound it, if poffible, 
in order to cover his difgrace : for indeed it appeared 
from the drcumftances to be a fcandalous fraud upon 
one Ba pt st e, a French jeweller. Some months af- 
terwards, z,fec9udoi the fame nature upon another 
French jeweller, Magikil, of 242!. 16 s. 3d. was 
difcovered ; and this was likewife flipped, rather dan- 
deHinely, into the M. Thefe two were no fooner 
paid by the Society, thiaa lo ! Pinson, a/i^r^French 
jeweller appeared, with the very fame circum- 
ftances. This was rather too much — Amthir^ and 
another^ and imotber ! There was no guefling where 
this would end. (Indeed, I have lately been well 
informed, that Mr. H — r, of Rouen, is at this time 
employed to recover for ay&irr/^ jeweller.) But what 
made the contempt vnth which we were treated ilill 
more palpable, Mr. Wilkes^s attorney had the afluTi- 
ance to pretend that we had made 2. mi^aie in pay- 
ing Baft stb, and that PiNsoN was the man we 
ihould have paid. 

To the Jhcth and lafi article in difpute it was im- 
pofUble to confent, without being willing to remain 
for ever a defpicable fet of dupes outfelves, employed 
by Mr. Wilkes to dupe others under pretence of the 
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pkhllc caufe. Is there a man of common -fenfe wha 
docs not feel the infult offtred to his underlUnding, 
that, afccr thrte years and a quarter employed in the 
iearch, it (hould be pretended that ntiiher Mr. Wilkes 
nor his brother, nor his attorney, are yet able to pro- 
duce a complete hit of his dtbtb ? and that it is necef- 
fary for the public cauje^ that no fubfcription wTiat- 
cver for any public purpofe lh:Jl be entered into, un • 
til ailthe outjianding debts of John Wilkes, Hq. are 
difchargcd, which Ihall appear to have been bona 
F I DE due at the formation of tnis Society ? Whoever 
does noc feel this infulc, muit either be as dead to 
fhame as Mr. Wilkes, or as grofs as his partiz^ns, 
neither of whom could perceive the bitter fatire con- 
tained in their own advertifetoent, wherein by the re- 
llridion, they fuppoied it pofiible that Mr. Wiikes 
might fufFer claims to be made for hiin on that Society 
of debts which wire not bona f)di£ due. 

Ow the 2 2d of January, 177 1, the Society met 
according to their lalt adjournmenr. Great indaitry 
bad been uf.d by Mr. Wilkes to pack a majority, 
many meetings had beea Lei J, and dinners given nc 
the prime mini(ler*s (Mr. Reynolds) for the purpole. 
Sixteen members, who had never paid the lead atten- 
tion to any part of the tranfa^ion.% ai d had fcarttly 
ever 'attended before, came mertl/ to vote as Mr. 
Wilkes (hould p1ci>fe to dire^ : On the other hand, 
many gentlemen, who diSiked the attempts on the 
Society, now ftaycd away, difguiled at aUercation and 
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the indecent behaviour of fomc of Mr. Wilkes's 
agents ; it is not wonderful, for in all large companies 
it is found that public wifhes are not fo iharp a fpur 
as private intereft. The fame condud which is pur- 
fued by the minifler in packing a majority in amtbtr 
cffemhly naturally produced the (ame meafores at this 
meeting. Like the Houfe of Commons, they voted 
their king money fwithout an account, and an appro- 
bation of his condudl ivithout an enquiry. It was by 
a fmall majority of a meeting, which confined of forty- 
/even, ** Refolved, i. That after the debts due by 
** this Society are difcharged, there be paid out of the 
'^ firft unapplied monies which fhall come into the 
*' hands of the treafurers of this Society the fum of 
** 600 1. to pay Mr. L. Macleane in full fatisfadion 
" for all debts due from John Wilkes, £fq. to the 
*' faid L. Macleane. 

•* 2. Refolved, That a farther fubfcription be now 
** opened for the purpofe of difcharging all the out- 
** /landing debts of John Wilkes, Efq. which appear 
** to have been bona fide due at the time of the 
** formation of this Society. 

** 3. Refolved, That the public condudl of John 
*• Wilkes, Efq. fmce his enlargement from the King's 
'* Bench prifon hath been fuch as merits the approba- 
" tlon of this Society. 

" 4. Refolved, That the public be informed that 
*' there are some old debts of John Wilkes, Efq. 
<* which flill remain unpaid, and that their farther 
** coiitiibuiicns are necessary to difcharge them." 
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It was in vain to reprefent to them, that they were 
impofing upon the pubhc : That the Society, when 
they folicited their fubfcriptions in April 1 770, had pub- 
llflied an account of what debts of Mr. Wilkes dill 
remained due, in order to induce them to fubfcribe : 
That after this tertain account given, and after three 
years fearch, they were now talking to the public in 
fvague and uncertain expreffions of** All the out ft and- 
ing debts bona fide due^'* and of *' some old 
" debts of John Wilkes Efq.'' That the reftriaion 
of BOMA FIDE was fuppofing in Mr. Wilkes the ex- 
tremity of ingratitude and mala fides: That on the 
24th of July, 1770, eight gentlemen had lent to the 
Society feven hundred pounds, on the following con* 
dition — '* As the fum wanting to compromife Mr. 
** Wilkes's debts does not exceed one thou/and pounds, 
** we the underwritten will advance to the treafurers 
** of this Society the fums annexed to our refpedlive 
*' names, on the credit of the Society .of the Bill of 
" Rights :" That they were now violating that con- 
dition, and making it impofiib!e to believe any account 
the Society might hereafter give to the public; and 
.thatfince that loan nc3.T ^ve thou/and pounds had been 
difcharged for Mr. Wilkes : Thefe and all other argu- 
ments were in vain ; they did not want to examine ac- 
counts, or to confider what was pall ; they came to vote 
for Mr. Wilkes, and the propriety of the meafures 
was left for him to reconcile. 

Finding all arguments in vain, and knowing very 
well by what fort of a majority the qaeftions had bcea 
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carried, I was dcfirous to pot to the ted the extrnva- 
gant zeal and prodigious pcrfonal difinterefted friend- 
Clip which had been CAprefTed for Mr. Wilkes. I 
tno-jcd that the fubfcription might inftantly begin, and 
called upon them at this tinne of their exceflive pro- 
feflions, when fo many zealous members were prcfent 
together, to (hew their fmcerity by iheir fubfcriptions. 
My motion was by no means rclilhed, the gentlemen 
feit the diiF«irence between fvoting away other mens 
money and gtvhg their o^'n. There was much 
Uruggle to avoid the quedion ; but the ridicule was 
too Urong even for them ; they were afhamed, imme- 
diately after voting the fubfcription, to vote againft 
its beginning. The queftion therefore was carried 
UNANIMOUSLY. The book was inflantly opened 
and prefented to the gentlemen ; and when the feae- 
tary next morning came to call up the total of the 
fubfcriptions, he found it amounted to the exadl fum 

of ■ - " . iC o o o 

After this meeting, many of the moft refpedlable 
members talked of quitting the Society, which they 
thought much better than llaying there to wrangle, or 
to be made a mere club for Mr. Wilkes to impofe 
upon the public by genera/ pro/e/pons^ and to receive 
fubfcriptions folely for the fupport of his extravagance. 
It would not have been at all difficult to have per- 
fuaded a laige majority to attend for cnce, and re- 
ellabliOi the public principles on which the Society lirft 
began ; but once, or many times, would not have 
fufficed. Mr. Wilkee is too Artful and induftrious m 
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m\Ccb\ef, and the tools he works with too fiupld and 
obedient not to have made a perpetual attendance ne- 
cefTiry. Such an attendance i^'w men can, and 
ftjll fewer will, give when they have no private pur* 
pofe to anfwer ; efpecially where they are to be liable 
to the ignorance and brutality of fuck men as Mr. 
Reynolds^ whilft Mr. Wilkes is dexterous enough to 
avail himfelf of the former quality in his agents to 
turn the latter upon his opponents. Befides, it is al- 
ways much eafier to produce confufion than to pre- 
ferve order ; and if Mr. Wilkes could every now and 
then procure a majority to adopt and puhlijh fome im- 
prudent mcafure, the Society would be fare to lofe 
their charafter, and with it their importance: and 
we knew, for he had declared long before, that he 
was determined to dedroy it. Still we were willing 
to try every meafure to preferve the Society, whofe 
difTolution as to every public purpofe we forefaw with 
infinite regret. 

At the next meeting therefore of the Society, on 
February 12, 1771, one of the members rofe and de- 
filed to be indulged with fome converfatioti, though 
he was not going to make a motion : He defired only 
to explain his own fentiments and underfland theirs : 
He repeated his own piiblic motives, and (hewed they 
were originally the declared motives of the Society : 
Much difputc, he faid, had however been lately held 
whether thefe were originally the avowed intentions of 
the Society, or whether it had been inilituted merely 
for the fapport and emolumeflt of Mr. Wilkes, to the 
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cxclufion of all other public meafures ; he therefore 
for his part waved entirely that difpute : He defired 
only to know what were the fcntiments the Society 
would declaic now, and whether they would deter- 
mine to ad for the future as a public Society, giving 
fapport and efFedual affiftance to every thing which 
was importantly ufeful to th6 rights of the nation and 
mankind, or confine themfehres fingly to Mr. Wilkes ? 
He faid he did not mean to make a motion of this, or 
put it to the vote : If there were JivCy or even thru 
itiembers of that Society prefent who would acknow-^ 
ledge themfelves to be confined merely to the tzi^ng 
of money for Mr. Wilkes, he would quit the Society 
at once without troubling them with any reafoning od* 
the fubjedl:. — Several other gentlemen declared the 

fame fentiments. This converfation was entirely 

unforefeen ; Mr. Wilkes himfclf was not prefent; his 
leading partisans were without iiiflruftions on the fub- 
jcft ; the profefiions were only in general of public 
motives ; and general profeffions are idi^dy made by 
the moft intercfled men, who never mean to come to 
particulars. Much converfation however pafied of a 
different tendency, yet no one member would acknow 
\tdgc a private principle of adlion. 

The member who fpoke firft then rofe again, and 
faid, Since Le found they were all agreed in their ^^- 
ncral motives, he would now make a particular mo- 
tion in confcquence ; and he moved — *• That an im- 
** mediate fubfcription (in order to raife Jive hundred 
** pounds) be opened for Mr. Bingley, for having 
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*' refufed to anfwer interrogatories, and to fubmit to 
■** the ilJegal iliode of attachment." He reprefented 
to them that it was now near three years fince Mr, 
Bingley was iirft fent to prifon ; that he had fulFered 
aimed as much itnprifonment as Mr. Wilkes, and had 
Jiicherto received no reward for refilling attachment 
and interrogatories^ which were much more danger- 
pus and dreadful than general ^warrants ; that beiides; 
he was in a ^tion where fentiment and public {A'inci- 
pie were not fo much to be expelled as in Mr. Wilkes's; 
and therefore required .the greater encouragementl 
He faid, he did not defire any gentlemaA prefent td 
fubfcribe to this; that he knew the money would be 
raifed ; the only quedion for them to coniider was, 
whether the Society (hould. have the honour of the 
gift, or whether it Ihould be given out of the Society 
hy thofe gentlemen who had already determined oa 
the meafure and were defirous to contribute ? 

This motion feemed too reafonable to admit of de- 
bate, and yet it met with great oppofition from Mr. 
Wilkes's friends. It was however carried by a majo- 
rity ; and near half the money was inftantly fubfcribed. 

At the next meeting of the Society, February 26, 
1 77 1, Mr. Wilkes attended. He had colledled his 
forces, and was (hamelefs enough to caufe them to 
come to the following refolution : 

** That the firft object of this Society, in order to 
** promote the public purpofes of it's inftitution, was 
<* to fupport John Wilkes, Efq. againft minifterial 
'* opprciTion, by difcharging his debts and renderiug 



€t 



( *^* ) 

him independent. That this Society having refolvcd 
** that the public condud of John Wilkes, £fq. has 
** continued fuch as merited their approbation, and 
** not having as yet fully accompliflied their declared 
*' purpofe of difcharging his debts, no mew sub- 
*' SCR I FT I ON 8 (hall for the future be opened in this 
•* Society for any other purpose whatsoever, 
*' until ALL the Mts of John Wilkes Efq. which 
*' (hall appear to have been howa fide due at the time 
*' of the fotmation of this Society, and have already 
** been given in to any committee or general meeting 
*' thereof, fhall be fully difchar^ed or comprom](ed.'* 
Before this refolution was pa(red, every podible 
method was tried for an accommodation : It was pro* 
pofed that every perfon might be permitted in that 
Society to fubfcribe for whatever good purpofe he 
(hould adopt : It was (hewn plainly, that by this vote 
they would exclude from the Society every one who 
wifhed to do public good, and who yet might notchufe 
to fubfcribe to Mr. Wilkes, or, having given fome- 
thing, might not confent to fubfcribe any more. Mr. 
Wilkes would liilen to no terms ; he was now fure to 
accomplifh his wiihes, and faw that from this day the 
Society would either exiH no longer, or would exilt 
for him only. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 



ANNALS of the Mayoralty of the Right 
Hon. BARLOW TRECOTHICK, Efq. 

JUNE 2g, 1770, he was nomioated by the 
livery, and eleded by the court of aldermen 
lord-mayor of this city. While Guildhall dill 
echoed with his name, his firft a£l and fpeech was to 
arraign the conduft of that livery in the moft modeft 
manner to their faces for fetting afide Sir Henry Bankis. 
He declared Sir Henry a good fort of man^ although 
the livery by fetting him afide had in effedt declared 
him a bad fort of man to be their chief magiftrate. 
On the true levelling principle of his countrymen, the 
Boftr.nians^ he likewife declared the late Mr. fieckford, 
xh-difirfl of metiy to whom the grateful citizens have 
decreed a ftatue for a long life of faithful only fervices, 
a good fort of man. He fpoke little of himfelf, find- 
ing, I fappofe, the fubje^l remarkably barren ; but 
hfi the conclufion he feemed to allude to the error 
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committed by the livery in their choice of himy^r fi 
Jbort a time^ — an error which will not be repeated, ,1 
believe, even for fo Jhort a time. 

June 30, he attended the lord-commiflioner Smytbe. 
The recorder, in gratitude for his former per/onal fa- 
vours to Mrs. — , a good fort of a fwomau^ gave 
him a clear head, great vigour of mind^ a love of— 
his country, an attachment to the welfare of— his 
fellow-citizens, and a veneration for the laws. ..The 
lord-commiflioner Teemed to hold all thefe fine things 
faid by Mr. Recorder very cheap, or to think them 
vtxy ill applied ; for he defired his new lordfiup not to 
break the la*ws himfelf and to fee them lueli obferved 
in the city ; a proper and obliging compliment, but 
entirely ufclefs, for Odober 24th his lordfhip iigned 
the ILLEGAL frefs^tjuarrants himfelf, and ordered all 
the conftablcs in the city to violate the laws after his 
example. 

Sept. 18, all the calls of an expenfive nature being 
over for the year, his lordfhip, from the greatnefs of 
his fou], invited to the Manfjon-houfe the ivho/e com- 
mon-council, and provided an entertainment for he/f 
of them. Thofe who came lirfl dined with his lord- 
fhip, the reft with Duke Humphry — not Coates — they 
wilhed that they had. Of the fragments were taken 
up and fent to the various prifons of this city, balkets 
000000000. 

06t. 5, ifiued from the Manfion-houfe'Tim'^riiit^o of 
this city- king to the public. It declared, that he was 
.a party man \ that he owned himfelf linked with a 
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fa£lion, ard aSled in public ivith a particular fett of 
tnefty but did not mention a fy liable of foUcitifig the 
inftruftions, alking the opinion, or promiling to obey: 
the commands^ of his conilituents, the citizens of 
this metropolis, who will undoubtedly at the next 
general eledion add this tool once more to the Rock- 
ingham fadion. 

0£t. 24, he admitted into the city whole bands of 
ruffians under the name of prefs-gangs^ careflcd their 
chiefs, gave them the fandion of his name and autho« 
rity to ail the conftables, and let them loofe againft 
the lawSy the peace, the liberties and franchifes of 
London. 

Cod he prat fed, this day is Nov, 8 ! 



A SKETCH OF CITY POLITICS. 

M A L A G R I D A has been long hovering over the 
city, and now he vainly imagines it will foon become 
an eafy prey. I believe that he is miftaken. He is 
indeed fubtle, bold and enterprizing, but like all very- 
artful men, he generally outwits himfclf. He never 
walks in a ftraight path. Where others take the dlrei5l 
road, he always prefers the crooked, ferpentine way. 
He cannot go dire£lly to the point, even when it leads 
in a right line to what he himfelf wifhes. So eccen- 
tric a genius was never feen. If at any time his in- 
tereft leads him to the public good, the means he em« 
ploys always difgrace the end. His firll appearance 
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tras merely as the runner of Lord Bute, af)d his moft 
early ambition to be viceroy under his Lonlfhip. All 
the dark negociations with Lord Holland were ma- 
naged by Malagrida. He contloued for a ibort time 
the bofom -friend and favourite of both thoCe patriotic 
Lords, and fupported all their meafares in and oot of 
parliament, particularly the peace of Paris, and the 
late excife on c^'der and perry.' Many favage attada 
OD Mr. Pitt in the Houfe of Commons by his blood « 
hound, Darre, were made during the reign of this 
'virtuous triumvirate, when they concurred in endea- 
vouring to run down i\ie great commoner. That anion 
was foon difTolved by repeated proofs of Malagrida's 
treachery, and ihe two other Lords at lad only agreed 
in a mutual complaint of his bafenefs, and, what is 
very fingular, of both having been betrayed by that 
young man. Lord Holland, who is certainly the mod 
com pleat judge in the world of a knave, declared that 
he ivai born a Jefuity and firft chriftened him Mala^ 
grida \ a name which has duck to bis Lordihip ever 
lince, as that of yemmy T^'ifcher has to Lord S. The 
public ratified the juftice of the happy alluflon in both 
inftances. Malagrida has lately joined bimfelf to his 
old enemy, the Earl of Chatham. This jun^ion has 
been eiFeiled folely from political views. The Jefuit 
obferved how frequently, and to what advantage, 
Mr. Pitt formerly played off the city againft the court 
and the admioiHration. He hopes to do the fame, 
and Gonfiders Lord Chatham as a dying man, whofe 
rich fucceffion he means to inherit. With this view he 
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fends Alderman Townfend to every common-half, 
common-cooncily and committee ; aiid the Brentford 
parfon he orders moil indecently to jump on tables at 
tarjerns^ to harangue for the &me purpofe at every 
meeting of freemen and liverymen where he can get 
accefs, although he is neither freeman nor liveryman. 
AW this Malagrida will certainly find in the end highly 
degrading and abfolutely inefiedlual. The influence 
cf Lord Chatham has ceafed in the city. He has no 
more weight there than at St. James's. The conilant 
city phrafe of him is, The funeral. Sir, is gore By, The 
livery at large have the moH juft notions of public 
freedom and their own independence. Alderman 
Townfend is the only magiflrate who has been gained 
by the Jefuit, He hopes to come in with his patron, 
and under Lim to enjoy a good place^ or contrast^ or 
both. In the late declaration under his hand, he du- 
diouily avoided faying he njoould not in future accept 
a contrast, nor has he yet declared that he does not 
wifh to be both a placeman and a contraSlor, He may 
at the prefent moment fafely abjure both, and will 
probably continue to regard Harley with ilill more envy 
than hatred. The Brentford parfon looks up for pre- 
ferment to the fame quarter, and therefore has always 
held the pen for them, even in the Sermon he pub< 
liihed, which his bookfeller Almon advertifes in the lift 
of the political pamphlets printed for him in 1 769. 
Sawbridge, Oliver and Stephenfon are unjuftly fuf- 
pe^led of a connexion with Malagrida, They arc 
known by the friends of liberty to have the cac^fe of 
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their country at heart, and not to pace in the trammeli 
of any man, or fadlion. I£ Wilkes has conimon un- 
derfianding, he muil know that he can ftand only on 
the public and popular ground : Should he conned 
himfelf with any prefent or future minifter, he would 
become a party -man, be Toon fwallowed up and un- 
done. He has folemnly declared againft all places, 
penfions, &c. He muft fight under the banners of 
the people only^ and chiefly in great and national caufes. 
Malagrida knows this, and in the defpair of gaining 
iiim endeavours his deflrudicn. Hence Barrels late 
abufe of him in parliament, and the Brentford parfon^s 
^fe and invidious accounts of all the late public tranf- 
a6tions in which Wilkn has been concerned. The 
lace lord -mayor, in the refcript from the Manfion- 
Houfe of 061. 5, avowed himfelf a partizan of Lord 
Rockingham, Alderman Bridgen is well difpofed to 
the public, butfeldcm attends city-bulinefs. The^i- 
tber of the city is a courtier. He hopes foon to leave 
the fro ward children, of whom Le has long complained, 
and to be included in the next promotion of Irifh peen. 
When Alderman Been aivakes, 1 (hall be able to give 
fome account of him. furner is defer vedly the con- 
tempt of both parties, from a trimming, fhuffling, pre- 
varicating condud on every occafion, and appearing 
to be equally deftitute of dignity, fenfe, or principle. 
Bankes is ready, from difappointment and revenge, to 
jom in any meaiures which can lefTen the credit and 
authority of an upright livery, who have reputedly 
fliewn their abhorrence of him. Ilarhy wifhes for 
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more regiments to doathe, Rojpter more hats, and 
Shakefpeare more ropes to make, although thoie he 
has. already are not deftined to their juil purpofes. 
jflfopt Halifax f Kite, GlynM^ Kennet, Bird^ &c. &c. 
are men of moderate ambition as vv ell as talents, and 
only exped a few lottery-tickets to be thrown into 
their laps at far, therefore are minifterial. Such is 
the pre^nt political ibte of the city magiftracy. — To 
add a word on a larger fcale : 

The impartial workl hold the Rockingham party to 
be the noft innocums fett among the prefent candidates 
for power ; but all good men fear Malagrida and his 
faction, as truly dangerous to the conHitution of this 
kingdom. .The above impartial account ihews how 
weak they are, where they affedl to be the mofl 
powerful. It will iikewife comfort thofe real friends of 
liberty, "Svho know how defperate, but muft now be 
convinced how impotent too, their malice againft 
their country is h*kely to prove. 

Dec. 14* 

A CARD. 

THE Public prefent compliments to John Wilkes, 
£{q. and the Rev. Mr. Home; and beg that the 
Idrraer will acquaint them whether he ever, and 
when, intends to publift the Hiflory of England, 
which two years ago he ^ud was in the prels; and 
tlMt the ktter will inform them, if ever and when 
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they may expeA the publication of the narratiTe of 
the bloody tranfadlions in St. George^s Fields, the 
ever-execrable lothof May, which he repeatedly pro- 
snifed to lay before the public. 
Dec. 26. 



IN your paper ofyefterday, there is a card ad- 
drefTed jointly to Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Home ; claim- 
ing from the one his promifed publication of the 
Hifiory of England^ which two years ago he (aid waf 
in the prefs ; from the other, his promifed publica- 
tion of the Narrau<ve of tbi TranfaSious im Si^ 
George* s Fields. 

From the manner of coupling his claims, the au- 
thor of that card feems to be unacquainted with the 
nature of them, : it is proper he fhould be informed 
how much they differ. 

Seven years ago Mr. Wilkes received guinea y«^- 
fcriptions for a promifed publication, which he never 
gave. Whilfl: he was at Paris he entered into treaty 
with Mr. Almon to write a Hiftory of England, and 
received three hundred pounds from the bookfeller in 
part of payment. When he came over to England in 
1768, a fubfcription was opened at Lee and Ay ton's, 
the bankers, for the purpofe of paying his debts. 
This fubfcription amounted to a very few hundred 
pounds. It being very infufficient to pay even half a 
crown in the pound of his debts, Mr. Wilkes per- 
fuaded the treafurers to pay the 300 1. to Mr. Almon, 
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Jlnd take the profits of his Hlftory. At length the 
Vinous IntroduBioH wa9 pubhfhed, and orders were 
giiren to Mr. Almon^ that the fubfcribers to the other 
promUed publication in X76S fliould tiow have aA 
IntroduQian inHead of it< 

^bt Hiftdty itfclf is not yet, and we rtiay venture 
to fay never will be, begun. Here, Mr. Printer, was 
$1 fourfold FRAUD. 1ft, The fubfcribers to the publi- 
ration, which was never given, fhould have received 
their guinea back agiin for their receipts, and not 
the half-crown Introdu&Un^ for which they never 
Tubfaibed: 2^9 If Mr Wilkes had really obtained 
-iffpqi the boQkfeJler the nuMe 300 1, in part for his 
ftiftory, the bookfdkr was to have been defrauded: 
3d, The treafurcrs were imppfed upon when they 
ivere per(jaded to p$iy 300 1. for a Hiftory, ntobicb 
iLBs ne*vir t9 appear, out of a fund appropriated for 
the payment of Mr. Wilkes^s debts, and not to put 
jreadjf tnon^ into his pocket ; indeed almoft all the 
300 1, was thrown away : 4th, The public at large 
were cheated into tlie purchafe of that which was an 
Introdu^iivi to nothing However, I mud fay, that 
,iV/^, though not in intention^ Mr. Wilkes adled 
more honeilly to forbear his Hiftory, than to proceed 
in it I for hlsj/tedsnen fufficiently Ihews what the per- 
formance mud have been, as well in matter as man- 
ner : to pafs over other things, he muft, to be fure, 
be an excellent hiilorian, who, in hufpeeimen^ makes 
^a miiiake of a whole century. 

And now for the claim on Mr. Home : On what 
is it fpunded \ An advertifement appeared in the pa- 
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pcTB, foon after the tranfaaitu in St. Ge^rg^sTiMs^ 
that a narrative of them would spisdily be 
publiihed hy Mr. Hornb. Do aathors or readers 
confider fuch an advertifement as zfromi/e^ or afig^i- 
fication of the author*s intention F Might not Mr. 
Home be very well juft^ed in forbearing to give it, 
even if it was only becaufe he had altered his mind, 
and did not ehufe it ? How much more then if he faw 
fome danger which he did not chufe or thought im- 
prudent to rifk ? becaufe he had rafhly throughout 
that day expofed )iis life to collet the witnefles, fe^ 
cure the murderers, and bring the authors and adtors 
of that bloody maflacre to light ; becaufe he did this 
in the heat of that honeft indignation, which fuch a 
fcene of horror infptred ; and becaufe, dill imprefled 
with the fame zeal, he declared his intention to lay 
the particulars before the public ; is he therefore tied 
down, by any manner of reafoning, coolly to incur 
a danger afterwards, which either reflection or freih 
circuinilances might make him believe imprc^r? 
Suppoie Mr. Home was promifed by his friends that 
there (hould be a parliamentary enquiry, or at leaft an 
attempt for a parliamentary enquiry into thofe traniac- 
tions, and therefore advifed by them to forbear fuch 
intended publication, was not Mr. Home at liberty 
to follow his own judgment ? Did Mr. Home ever 
receive fubfcriptions for that or any other purpoie or 
publication ? Is Mr. Home in any ienfe of the word^ 
except in voluntary labour, xhtfem)ant of the public^ 
or of any one man, or of saiypartj of men ? Has Mr. 
Home at any time received any obligatioiii^ excej^ 
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thofc of frieftdfliip, civilitv, and rcfpcfl, from the 
public, or from any individu«ils ? Has Mr. Home in 
any period of his life been a candidate either fur 
honour or profit ? He has aiked many votes for 
others, but can the public bellow any vote or favour 
on Mr. Home ? Does he nil the papers with paragraphs 
about himfelf ? Does he adl like one who is weak 
enough to think the praife of fools a laudable ambi- 
tion ? VVhat claim then has any man, or fet of men, 
upon Mr. Home for his fervices, except indeed it be 
the fervices he has already performed, the repeated 
hazards he has already run, and the labours and 
expences with which, for three years pall, he has been 
hourly exhauHing himfelf? 

It appears to me that thefc, and mnny other rcafons 
of the fame nature, which wiil fuj»j»f(l ihemfclves to 
every mind, would have been a fuflicicnt jutlificatioii 
of Mr. Home, if he had not, accoiding to his declared 
inteftiion, publifhed a narrati've of the tyanfa^iom in 
Sf. George^ J Fields. 

But, bir, the implied charge of your correfpondcnt 
in that card is falfe. Mr. Home has publilhed a nar- 
rative of thofe trarifaftions. I was prefent at the Mile- 
End affembly-room when he repeated the circum* 
ilances to the freeholders; and I icad afttrwaids, in 
ihe Middlefex Journal, a very accurate account of 
what he had Ipo ;en ; which explains, very fully and 
particularly, the tranfadlions of the bloody tewh of 
May, together with the fubfequcnt proceedings -on 
the trbl of ^hc foldier. 

I thiflk what I have Ciid above necefTurv, bccaufc 

0^2 
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I have prrceived daily paragraphs indaftrtonfiy and 
artfully inferted by Mr. ffllkes for fome time paft, i& 
all the papers, againft Mr. Home. General diar^ 
which may be applied to A. or to B. or to every o^ 
letter of the alphabet, are not to be heeded : Why 
does not Mr. Wilkes defeend to particulmr fidal 
Whetiever he will do (o^ I dare fay he wiU hate aa 
anfwer. For three years paft I have feen much gtwt' 
ral abufe on Mr. Horne*s charafler by his enemies^ bat 
they have never yet ventared to oome to fmrtieidMr 
charges: \ue (hall now moft probab]y (ee whether 
thofe, who have been in confidence with him in al! the 
public matters in which he hasheen concerned, can 
bring any. I have ventured thus to fay a word or two 
in defence of Mr. Home, becaufe it may happen to me 
alfo, on fome occaiion,to difler on principle from Mr. 
Wilkes*s opinion ; and I do not think it fach high 
treafon againfl h i s majefly, as that I ihould deferve, 
in punifhment for my prefumption, to be hung up as a 
traitor. I do now therefore befpeak, in retmn for 
my defence, the affiftance of the gentleman whom I 
have undertaken to defend. I am, Sir* 

A Freeholder of Middlesex, and no incoh* 

SIDERABLI SUBSCRIBER TO Mr, WlLKSS. 

Dec. 28. 



I A M not furprized to find the Rcveiend Mr. 
Home become a fuppliant for the pubh'c proteAion, 
againft the attacks with which he is daily aflailed. 
Unable to defend hixnfdf on f^uods of troth md 



\ 
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judice, he fancies he can do it by calumniating another, 
and wifely fuppofes he ftiall exculpate himfelf, and 
obtain public favor, by injuring and expofing the man 
whom he has hitherto been proud of calling his friend. 

His happy diliindion between promifing, and fig- 
nifying his intention, by advertifement concerning the 
traniadtions in St. George's Fields, is of a piece with 
his fuppoiition that he was promifed fy his friends that 
there fliould be a parliamentary enquiry. A par- 
liamentary enquiry promifed by the friends of Mr. 
Home! Rifum timatis? 

Mr. Home's modeft queries (hall be diflin6Uy an- 
fwered, for which purpofe it will be necefiary to fiate 
them. 

<* Did Mr. Home ever receive fubfcriptions for 
** that, Of any other purpofe or publication ?" 

Ic is well known that Mr. Home has received many 
fubfcriptions for different purpofes, of which no ac- 
counts have ever been exhibited, nor do I believe he 
would chufe to lay them before the public^ 

'* Is Mr. Home, in any fenfe of the word, the fer- 

vant of the public, or of any one man^ or of any 

party of men?*' 

The public are convinced, that be is not merely 
the fervant, but the foot of Malagrida, who will re- 
ward him with the ais's hoof. 

** Has Mr. Home, in any pjeriod of his life, been 
** a candidate either for honour or profit ?" " Can the 
** public bellow any vote or favour on Mr. Home ?'* 

The life of Mr. Home began, a9 I underftand, 
about four years ago, when he was produced to the 
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world as the friend of Mr. Wilkes, and, as fucb, . 
received a degree of public countenance and favour, 
wJiich his merit or abilities would never have enti- 
tled him 10. The honour of being a friend to Mr. 
Wilkes, and, through him, to the public, was the 
only one I could have conceived he had vanity 
enough to be ambitions of. Whether he ever meant 
to derive any profit from fubfcriptions — from his 
vamped- up Strmon, Mr. Foote's Apology, Mr. Mif- 
fing's Letters, &c. Sec. muft be left to himfelf. 

*' Does he fill the papers with paragraphs aboat 
" himfelf?'' 

Gentle reader, be pleafed to attend to the letter 
which contains this very extraordinary queilion : 

" What claim then has any man, or fet of men, 
** upon Mr. Home for his fervices, except indeed it 
•' be the fervices he has already performed, the re- 
*' peated hazards he has already run, and the labours 
•* and expences with which, for three years paft, he 
" has been hourly exhaufting himfelf?" 

Model): Mr. Home I wonderful man ? who does , 
fo much, and fays fo little about it. Why did you 
not particularize fome of your fervices, Mr. Home ? 
aye, and fome of your expences too ? You could 
cafily have do\ie the latter ; for 1 once heard you 
declare, that the Middlefex petition coft you fixty 
pounds ; and nobody contradicting you at that time, . 
I fuppofe you have conceived that the public will 
fw allow any abfurdities . But it feems, Mr. Home has 
publiQied a Narrative of the Tranfadions in St, 
Ueofoe'a Fields, 
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*« I was prefent (fays the letter before me) at the 
«* Mile-End affembly-room, when he repeated the 
•* circumfbnces to the Freeholders, and I read af- 
*• terwards, in the Middlefex Journal, a very accu- 
** rate aaount of what he had fpoken." 

I alfo was prefent at the Mile-End afTembly, when 
Mr. Home pronounced this famous fpeech, in the 
whole courfe of which, he, ** the hero of his tale,'* 
afllimed to himfelf fo much confequence, and loaded 
himfelf with fo much applaufe, as to fend me and 
many more of his auditors away, polFtiled of a mod 
liearty contempt for him, and of a much-abated zeal 
for a caufe where iiich a jaan was to appear " the 
leading God." . 

And now, Mr. Home, let me addrefs myfelf to 
you with a word or two of ferrous advice. Hang out 
your name no move in the public prints ; the world it 
tired of you, and your name ; you are to fink into the 
oblivion {mm which Mr. Wiikes*s friendihjp raifed 
you ; retire then to the duties of your cure, and wait 
ivith patient (though I venture to aflare you vain) 
hope, that Malagrida will call you forth on his ex- 
altation inte office, to confer oq you th^ Ytwaid of 
y ovr toil in his fervice. 

8CQI?|IGB. 

pec. 3X. 



0.4 
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To Mr. WILKES, aGas SCOURGE. 

SIR. 

YOU are certainly in the ngbt to attempt nodo- 
fence of the fourfold fraud with which I charged yoai 
for though your fileoce will carry thorough conviAioQ 
to the t^lic, yet you have the oonfolation to knew 
that your chara^ cannot fuffer. You conCinoe t6 
Imd Mr. Home with your abuie ; but ftiQ it is ^nv 
ral. How often muft I call opon you to de&eod t^ 

farticulan ? 

As for Mr. Horne*! importahoe tvith tlie pridi^ 
which you talk of, I dare lay he dfcfires as fiball I 
fhare of it as even you would be willug'' tp aDoW 
him. 

But you fay, *^ It is Well known that Mr. Htntxt 
** has received many fubfcriptions for diiferent ]nir- 
*' pofes, of which no accounts have ever been exhio 
** bited, nor do I believe be would chufe to lay them 
'* before the public." Very well. Sir ; though this 
is no juftification of yourfelf, yet it looks like coming 
to fome point. I have only to deiire of you to name 
what fubfaiptions you mean ; and if you can raifi^ 
even a ilouht concerning the condufl or charafky of 
Mr. Home in that refpedl, I will readily acknowledge 
him to be as great a fc^-nd — 1, as you mufl confds 
yourfelf to be if you decline this challenge. 

A Freeholder of Middlesex, and no incon- 
siderable SV6SCRI9ER TO M%. Wj|.KE9, 

Jan, i, 1771. 
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YOUR correfpondcnt Mr. Home is extremely 
angry at Ijieihg told diat he has received many Tub- 
fcf iptions for diferent purpdfes ; and, with a mildncfs 
aiid decency oi tangaage peculiar tb himfeif, chal- 
ienjges file to name what fabfcripdoM I mean. I will 
accept this challenge, and promife him to be very par- 
iktthr in my accounts of thefe fubfcriptions. fiut in 
the mean time Mr. Home maft entitle hiknl^lfto thefe 
commnnicationSy by acknowledging or diiavowing his 
having ever received any fubicriptioBS, or any profits, 
firom the feveral publications mentioned in my lafl. If 
he acknowledges, he will of coutl^ fet forth the ac- 
count and difpofition of the monies that he has receiv- 
cd : if he denies, I will meet him with proofs. 

}am 4* SCOURGE. 



To Mr. WILKES, alias SCOURGE. 

WHEN impudencfe rifes beyond a certain pitch, 
there is that kind of merit m it whidi belongs to 
^eveiy thing vety extraordinary. It diiarms one*8 Uto- 
^^ and makes a man condemn himfelf for being 
ipeevifli at that which ought only to excite his laughter. 
Such merit has your letter of yefterday ; in which yoti 
comtiumd Mr. Home to lay before the publk an ai^- 
count of the moxkcy produced by the (ale of liis ScTr 
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mon, and the particular articles in which he has dlf- 
poiied of it. 

Adieu, Mr. Wilkes ; make yourfclf mcny with 
the weaknefs of mankind ; but take care yoa do not 
reverfe the fate of Congreve^s lover, whofe miftrefs 
begun by laughing at him, but finiihed by laughbg 
WITH him. 
A Freeholder of Middlesex, and no incon- 

SIDSRABLB SUBSCRIBER TO Mr. WiLKES, 
Jan. 5. 



To Mr. HORN E, alias A Freeholder of Middlefex, 
and no Inconiiderable Subfcriber to Mr. Wilkes. 

Y O U arc a wretched judge of ftylc, or you could 
not have imputed either of the letters figncd. ^courgt 
to Mr. Wilkes — You again miftake ; he did not con- 
fine himfelf to generals. He brought a particular 
charge of ^ij^W againft you for your account of xhc 
Weftminfter bufinefs, to which you have not replied, 
and therefore I am fatisfied that he will never more 
give you a line, unlefs you iign your real name. He 
has already dafled you with the Jemmy Twitcbers^ the 
George OnJl$nxjs^ and other dear old friends of t)iefc 
times. He muft now laugh at your grofs abufe, and 
at the filly attack of a writer, who objefts nothing 
to his IntroduSlion^ but an erratum advertifed in the 
public papers at the time of its firft appearance, and 
tells a tedious tale of his felling it to a bookfeller. 
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which, if true, is nothing to the purpofc. Where i» 
your promifed jujlication f You abufed feveral other 
authors for their falfe accounts in the preface to your 
own , and then declared yourfelf ready to vouch the 
authenticity of your own ; but, though repeatedly 
called upon, have never advanced a fyllable in your 
j unification. Vou afterwards threw out feveral dark 
hints, entirely founded on impofture and faUhood^ 
worthy only of the moft rancorous and malevolent- 
of all beings— except one. But Mr. Wilkes dared 
you to fpeak out, to fet your name to any charge 
againft him, and he would give you a full confutation :' 
Yoti have made no reply. He muft then be an idiot 
if he paid a moment^s attention to fo (bameleis a 
writer, who delights to fport with truths or conti- 
nued to be on terms of intimacy with the moft trea- 
cherous and dangerous of all men i one whofe leaf): 
crime it is, that 

He tells what^er you think, whatever you (ay 3 
And, if he lie not, muft at leaft betray. 

You call yourfelf no Inconfiderahle Subfcriher to Mr. 
Wilkis. You fubfcribed indeed that you might be< 
come a member of the Bill of Rights ; but have you 
paid one fhilling ? You have entirely evaded Scourge' $ 
queftions about the various fuhfcriftiom and publica- 
tions^ and would confine the enquiry only to the^*- 
fts of your fermon. He therefore, I fuppoTe, will 
have done with yon. I fhall not let you efcape in 
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thii manner. You fay^ ** that yoa lui^e only to dcfire 
of him to name what (ublcriptions he means.'* Iwiil 
fiate a few. It is known, that amazing funis for the 
following purpofes having been coJIeded by Mr. 
Home, but only MV. Home knows how they have 
been applied* Yoa are called upon to fbite how he 
has difpofed of the large fums he colleded for the fol- 
lowing purpofes: i. Seijeant Glynn's ele£Uon, ten 
guineas each from moft of his friends. 2. The Widow 
Bigby*s appeal. 3. Giliam's trial. 4. The affiur of 
the weavers in Spittlefields.— 'You owe this to alt 
your friends, and above all to the Serjeant. 

N0W9 Sir, I will give you a fiory of a bookfeller 
and Mr. Home, not about the profits of his fermmi 
which I believe yvere/oo/t fettled, but of a pamphlet 
publlfhed by Mr. Foote, the furgeon. That gentleman 
had himfelf drawn up an account of his examination of 
poor Clarke^ one of the perfons murdered at Brentford : 
He had added feveral judicious cbirurgical obfervations, 
and the pamphlet would have been (hort, but unexcep- 
tionable. Mr. Home perfuaided him to omit aimoft 
every thing which fuited bis profef]ion,and to add many 
venomous political iarcafms, as little fuited to the pro- 
feffion of the re^jerend gentleman, in order to make 
a fhilliftg pamphlet Mr. Foote paid the expence of 
advertifing, &c. to the amount of near twenty pounds. 
The pamphlet had a raf id fale ; — and now let me aik. 
Did Mr. Home or did he not call on Mr. Davis, ibe 
publifher, in Piccadilly, and take up between 40! 
gpd 5q1. of him 00 account of the profits of xhis 
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pamphlet, m whidi Mr. Poote had only considered 
Mr. Home as 2^ friendly coadjutor in the public cauie ? 
Soon after this tranfaftion, did not Mr. Foote himfelf 
call on Mr. Davis to fettle the profits of the pam* 
phlet, and was he not exceedingly furpri2ed and 
chagrined at the condu^ of the rmermd gentleman ? 
Has he not exprefl*ed his indignation at this treatment 
to Mr. Davis, Mr. Home, and ieveral of his friends ; 
and has he hitherto had any iatisfadion from Mr. 
Home ? Will yoa pleafe. Sir, to dear up this matter, 
and to give us, with the account of your fub- 
fcriptionsy the evidence of Mr. Davb, both the 
father and the fon» with Mr. Footers j unification of 
your difintirejteifriendflfif to him i 

You may addrefs this, if you judge naw as well as 
you did before of the ftyle of a writer, in another let- 
ter to Mr. Wilkts^ alias 

Jan. %. CAT O'NINE TAILS. 



Now, bjT my fouli it makes me blufh to know 
My fpiritt cou l d d r fcen d to fuch a foe ; 
Whatever caufe the vengeance might provoke. 
It feems rank cowardice to give theftroke. 

CUttriCRtLt. 

CATO'NINE TAILS is mifbken in fup- 
poiing I have done with Mr« Home ; his anfwer to 
my laft is indeed almoft too contemptible for my 
notice^ yet I cannot fuBTer him to mifapply my con- 
tempt, and conceive it to be indulgence ; he ihall 
have no more indulgeaoc^'iny hands than his merit» 
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entitle bim to^ a&d tku will at prefentlbe a very fmaH 
portion. 

I do again exhort him, or if he likes the word 
better, command him, if he has yet remaining a wi(h 
to have one honeft man his advocate or friend, to 
lay before the public accounts of the feveral fums 
he has received, not merely from the fale of his Ser- 
mon, but from the feveral other publications men- 
tioned in my former letter, and from fubfcriptions. 
If he Hill continues to evade my queftions, the public 
will put a proper conflruflion on his filence, and 
impute knavery as well as folly to his ill -timed 
mirth. 

But if Mr. Home cannot fully and cffedaally re- 
fute Cat O'Nine Tails' flory, in your paper of yefter* 
day, 1 will fpare his anfwers to my queries, for I will 
never give a fingle lafh to one fo totally loft to all 
fenfe of (h:ime and honour, but will thenceforth give 

him up as a difgrace to the pen of 

Jan. 11. SCOURGE. 



Fenchurch-Street, Jan. 16, 1771. 
I THINK it my duty to declare that the charge 
brought againfl Mr. Home, relating to the Society 
at the London Tavern, of which I am Treafurcr, is 
falfe, fcandalous, and groundlefs ; and all the other 
charges, as far as I know or believe, arc the lame. 

RICHAJID. OLIVER. 
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Piccadilly, Jan. 16, 1771. 
• Mefirs. R. and W. Davis think it incumbent on 
them to declare that the charge brought againft Mr. 
Home, concerning Mr. Footers pamphlet, as far as it 
folates to them, or comes within their knowledge, is 
totally &lfe. 

ROBERT DAVIS. 

WILLIAM DAVIS. 



Jan. 16, 1771. 

THE- charge againft the Rer. Mr. Home, as far 
as it refpedts my eledion, is ^fe and groundlefs : 
With regard to the other charges, my experience of 
the integrity and difintereftednefs of Mr. Home en- 
titles him to my teftimony, if hb general charader 
had not made it totally unnecefTary. 

J. GLYNN. 



THE charge brought againd Mr. Home relative 
to the fubfcription for the Widow Bigby^s appeal 
is entirely ialfe and groundlefs : What Mr. Home 
has faid concerning it, in his letter of this day, is true. 
•— I have the lift of the fubfcribbrs, and the account 
of the money paid to the attorney, and the balance 
due to Mr. Home is 39 1.4 s. I believe the other 
charges have as little foundation. 

Sericants.Inn, W. T O O K E. 

Jan. i6, 1771. 
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To Mr. Afdennan OLIVER. 

Y O U fay in th« PubUc Advertifer of this da^ 
that ** You think it your daty to dedare, that tbt 
*' charge brought againft Mr. Horoe, relating to tbc 
** jSodety at the London T&yem, of which yoo are 
*' Treafufer, is falfe, fcandalous* and grou^dlds; 
** and all the other charges, as £ur as yoU know or 
•* bklkyc, are the feop^.'* 

The words of the charge arc, " You call yoarfelf 
*' no Inconfiderable Subfaiber to Mr. Wilkes. Yoa 
*' fubfcribed indeed that you might become a member 
** oJF the Bill of Kights ; but have you paid one ihil- 
*' ling ?" 

1. Is it fcandalous to aflert that Mr. Home fub- 
fcribed to the ^11 of Rights ? 

2. Is it falfe, fcandalous, and groondlefs to aflert 
that Mr. Home never paid one fhilling of what he 
never fubfcribed ? 

3. Do you not recoiled, that Mr. Home's name 
fiood oppofite to 100 1, fubfcribed at the firil meeting 
of that Society ? 

' 4. Has not the book« in which the names of (eve- 
ral members of parliament and others^ with Mr. 
Home's, were written by themlelres, been forfeve^ 
ral months taken away and fecreted by Mr. Horoe, 
although frequently /Called for by the Society ? 

5. Did not Mr. Home admit at the laA meeting of 
' the Society, that he had taken the book away, and 

did not know what was become of it ? 

6. Do you know any thing of the troth or i^ 
hood of the other charges I 

]an. \%. 
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QJLTERIES to MeiTrs. ROBERT and 
WILLIAM DAVIS. 

. t . D I D not Mr. Home receive from you, or 
Either of you, th« profits of Mr. Foote's pamphlet, 
or at leaft the greater part of the faid profits ? 

«. pid not you, or cither of you, pay that money 
ivithout the knouuledge or confent of Mr, Pobte P 

3. Did not Mr. Footeexprefs to you, or either of 
you, his difpleafure at this pioceeding ? 
Jan. iSt 
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To Mr. J O H N II O R N E» 

SIR, 
1 HAVE read your letter of juftlfieation with 
pleafure, which would have been ftiil greater had yoii 
confined yourfclf to yourftlf, to jullification only i 
but you have made an indired charge againfl Mr* 
Wilkes, which I am very glad I have authority to 
contradict. The paragraph in your letter which jnfi- 
nuates that Mr. Wilkes was the author of the "il- 
liberal abufe On the late lord^ may or^** hath not even 
the (hadow of truth to fupport it* Mr, Wilkes nei- 
ther wrote, the letter complained of| nor did he ever 
fpeak to tlie perfon who was the author ; the love. of 
truth has obliged me to give you, as well as Mr^ 
Trecothick, this information. In this I have two 
▼2eW9; fir^ Co-dear Mr. Wilkes of this charge ; ai.d^ 
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f?cor.dIy, to let the public fee that yoor perfcnnance 
(though ill other rcfpcds praife- worthy; is by no 
means free from malevolence and ill-nature. To 
convince you or Mr. Trecothickof this matter, pleafe 
to call any morning at Sam's CofFec-houfc, Cuftom- 
houfe, and yoa will be farther informed, by 

•Wcdncfday, i6th Jan. 1771. S. W^* 



To Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Thurfday, Jan. 17. 

AFTER waiting above three weeks. Scourge 
and I have got a fort of an anfwer from" you. You 
are forced to acknowledge the receipt of very confi- 
derable fums, but you do not flate to the public the 
particular applications of them, the ^very thing ^hich 
you ivere called upon to do, I know that many of 
your fubfcribers wifh it, as to Mr. Glynn's cledlion 
efpecially ; and the more, as there are feveral debts 
dill remaining unpaid. 

It does not at all appear by your letter but that 
very large fums may have been funk, and many fub- 
fcriptions never brought to account. Your pretended 
delicacy gives real fufpicion. Tou, more than Lowry 
or Hankeyy have been the hanker of the patriots. 
Give us yoMX hanker s hook. Do you think that fuch 
words as ** fums were colledled by me from time to 
«* time, and were paid as occafion and opportunity of- 
«* ferec4,'' will fatisfy the public? 
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You haVe not anfwered any part of the chargd 
brought againft you relative to Mr. Footers pam- 
phlet. Did you not receive from either of the 
Davis's the profits of that publication, nuithout the 
confent of Mr, Foote^ who thought you affifted him as 
a dijinterejied friend? The two Davis's ought to be 
more particular, and to clear up that matter. The 
forty as well as l\it father, is concerned in the bufinefs. 
How is the queftion I put to both fon Vind father, 
wi filing the fins of tkeftitherson the children F Your 
ineany?»/ were mentioned, not the fins of either of 
the Davis's. Since when are you grown fo fond of 
the Bible as to quote it ? You tell us, *' that for three 
•* years paft, your time has been entirely applied 
•* to public meafures.** What ! not a day given to 
the cure of fouls ? to the care of your Brentford^oc^ ? 
J muft then fay, Infelix O femper oves fecus \ and, if 
Lucretia% ftory, in the London E^ening-Poft, .and 
other anecdotes, be true, I ought to add, as you tjflk 
of yowx pri*vate life^ Ipfe ne^eram dumfo^et, Rccol- 
ledl likewife your midnight and morning vigil?, 
Sunday not excepted, at the Whijl-table. There your 
life has been almoft entirely pafled. Mr. Wilkes 
has often laughed with you about this total facrifice 
of your time, and called you in joke •' ibc Cardinal 
Prieft." ^ 

You fay, •* that an agent of Mr. Wilkes declared 
** fome time ago, that it would be ufeful to him and 
«« his affairs to come to an open rupture with you." 
I. totally dilbflicve the fad^c ; and vour charr.dler iot 
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vf racUy is fo far loft, that unlefs 70a gire us the name 
and the proof, it will pafs among the reft of yoor ab* 
fu rd fidions. Remember your declarations about what 
you pretended Lord Hiiljbo ougb (aid of Mr. Onftow, 
and the fl^t denial his lordihip gave you, both in the 
papcr!> under his hand, and on oath at Guildford, that 
" the contrary was true, and your impaction as Me 
" as fcandalous." 

You (ay, ** that you hare been the drudge of almoft 
" every popular eledion, profecution, and public ba- 
** finefs ; but never the objedl of any one." Pray, 
Sir, was you not proiecuted by Mr. Onflow ? and is 
there not now a verdid againft you ? Who called yoo. 
Sir, to any one meeting, or tavtm^ at London oc 
AVeftminiler ? Who aiked you to play the mounte- 
bank on the top of a table, amidft botdes and glafles, 
a certain clergyman crying out, at the King's Arms 
Tavern, Cornhill, " There's your Brentford Doctor ; 
*' fee what a defpicable figure he makes > there's a 
** parfon for you?" The fobereft friends of Liberty 
think you injured and difgraced thecaufe : many fuf^ 
f cd you betrayed it. 

You fay, " that you never did fubfcribe any thing 
" to the Bill of Rights." How then are you a mem- 
ber ? The public underftand that only thofe perfons 
were admitted, and had the privilege of vpdng there, 
who had cQntributed to the declared purpofes of form- 
ing ih:st :30cicty, expreffedin the preamble of the firft 
fabfcription paper. You arc charged witji having 
for icvi.Tai mouths carried away the original fubfaip- 
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tion book of the Bill of Rights, in which you were 
fet down for lool. It can be traced to you, and it is 
expedlcd that you produce it unaltered at the next 
meeting. 

How did Mr. Oliver , and other of your friends, 
bluih for you^ when they found you defccnd To Inw 
as to t^lk olfixt, - Ix pounds^ fourjhillings, and thret 
halfpence^ not being fuJficieMt to furnijh Mr, Wilkes 
*witb t«wo months claret. That meannefs, which 
marks your character, has in this inllance funk you in 
tiie eftimation of every liberal mind, and alone would 
have damned your letter. At the open table kept at 
the King's Bench, ijjheH Mr, Wilkes ivas al*ways at 
jbotne, what part of the claret charge do you think was 
yours ? You mean this invidiouHy, to huit him in the 
opinion of the world. You will not fucceed. he is 
become an aconomift ; nor has he made the purchale 
of a iingle botde of claret, as I am told, iince he re- 
covered his liberty ; therefore the fhafts of your ma- 
lice recoil on yourfelf. 

I know enough of the parifh of Brentford to be- 
lieve one article of your letter, that you did not colli Si 
the /urn paid in from thence to the Society of the Bill of 
Rights, I believe you may have collc^ied twice as 
much from the card'tables there, and in the neigh- 
bourhood, within a year or two, notwithftandii:g 
your time has been enti re ly applied to public mca- 
furesfor three years pafi. How many of your town, 
as well as your country friends, mull laugh at the 
aiTertion? Your miftake about Mr. Trecothick is 

R 3 
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i\ilful. You know he never alkcd Mr. Wilkes the 
quedion about an anonymous paper. He has more 
found fenfe than you. He would have forefeen whal 
probably would have been Mr. Wilkes's anfwer, be^ 
caufe it aflualiy was his anfwer, under his hand, tc 
Lord Talbot : " I muft firft infill on knowing youi 
^' right to cateclufe me about an anonymous paper; ij 
** you are not fatisfied with this, I ihall ever be read) 
♦* to give you any other fatisfadlion becoming me, a: 
'* a gentleman." You now compliment Mr. Trcco- 
thick J when he was elefted mayor, you faid to feveral 
friends on the huftings, Iivil/tnm him/o, that Iiutit 
uot leave him a rag. All Mr. Wilkes's friends 
know, that he never wrote a line oi Scourge ^ or Cat 
o'Nine fails, AH your friends know, that you wrote 
the firft card about Mr. Wilkes's hiftory and youi 
own promifed publication, relative to the mafTacre in 
St. George's Fields, and all the letters, fo vain and 
fiilfome in your praife, figned A Freeholder of Mid- 
dlcfex^ and no Inconfiderahle Sub/criber to Mr, Wiikes, 
which your card was meant to introduce. But, ap- 
pear under what fignature you will, you fhall be 
dragged to light, and given to the public in your true 
colours, by 

CAT O'NINE TAILS, 



A T a former meeting of the Bill of Rights, a 
committee of accounts was fixed to meet on a Friday 
At one o'clock. Mr. Kcaton Wilkes and Mr. Kty^ 
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nolds (whofe prefence on that committee was abfo- 
lutely neccffary, to explain certain claims on Mr. 
Alderman Wilkes) met accordingly at one o'clock : 
|hey waited till three o^clock, at which time Mr. 
Heaton Wilkes and Mr. Reynolds told Mr. Vaughan 
and the other gentlemen prefcnt, that as they had 
waited two hours, and then by bufincfs were obliged 
to go away, they hoped Mr. Vaughan would give 
their compliments to any more gentlemen that might 
come, and inform them, they defired they would ud- 
journ the committee, and Rx a meeting at any hour 
the day following, and they would both attend. 
When Mr. Home, Mr. Townfend, and Mr. Oliver 
came to the committee, Mr. Vaughan mentioned 
Mr. Heaton Wilkes's and Mr. Reynolds's requeft ; 
but they refufed to grant it, and proceeded to thebu- 
finefs. Mr. Heaton Wilkes, at the next meetiijg of 
the Society, related the above particulars to the So- 
ciety, and complained of them as unfair, uncandid, 
and ungentleman -like. Mr. Alderman Townfend flew 
into a violent pafllon, and called him out, Mr. Heaton 
V/ilkes was following him, and expreiTed his readinefs 
to gave him any fatisfadion that became him as a gen- 
tleman ; but they were both flopped by the interpo- 
fition of :hc company *. 

Jan. 22. 

* See this account referred to in p. 190. 
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To Mr. Serjeant GLYNN. 
S I R, 

YOU would have furprizcd your friends by yoat 
nsmc appearing lately in the papers, if it was n(t 
known by them how eaiily yoo may be brought to 
Ifgn any thing. Did )0u, before you iigned it, read 
the paper, or the other about frefs-'warrantSy which 
\% known not to be your opinion ? You fay, •* The 
*' charge againfl the Rev. Mr. Home, as ^r as it re- 
** fpcdls my election, is falfc and groundlefs,*' J>J^ow, 
Sir, THESE 18 MO CHARGE, tt is faid, that Mr. 
Home had colledled very large fums, but had not ac«> 
counted for them.** Is it faid that Mr. Home bad 
embezzled them ? Point out where that is iaid, or 
even infmuated, Mr. Home only anfwers, that bf 
has recei'ved large fums^ and has laid them out ai 
occafton and opportunity offered. If you. Sir, do not 
give a better anfwer to the public, and your fub- 
fcribers, I know what they both will think of yon. 

Jan. %A* TRUTH. 



.'^■iiii ^^w— ■*?■ ■ iip^-y» 



SPEECHES at the Meeting of the Supporters 
of the Bill of Rights, March 12, 1771. 

ROBERT MORRIS, Ef^. 
Mr. pHAIIlMAN, 

THE proclamation iffued for apprehending the 
printers is on all hands, I think, allowed to be illegal. 
I do not believe that there is in the whole kingdom 
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91 lawyer's clerk, who docs not know it to be equally 
repugnant to the fpirit and letter of the law and the 
coniiitution. The law, though not fo well known, 
is as dear againft commitments by the houfe of Com- 
mons. They have nothing to rup(K>rt their preten- 
Boos but their own vole, which certainly is not bind-* 
ing on any but themielves; an ad of the three 
branches of the legiilature being the only authority 
that is, beiides the common law, acknowledged by 
Bngtand as valid. Matters being thus circum^nced, 
i am ferry to find that fuch magiUrates of London^ as 
belong to this Society, do not afford prote£lion to 
ibe printers, and refcue them from lawlefs violence. 
ii/ly concern for this negled, this fear, or this ter- 
giverfation, is the greater* tbat» if the officers of the 
houfe of Commons, or any other perfon but a mini- 
fler of this dty properly authorized, takes thefe ob« 
noxious men into cuftody, the rights of the city are 
violated ; it being legally in^oflible for King, Lords, 
and Commons, to feize any citizen of London with- 
-out the confent of its own magiftrates. Were they 
even to inake an ad for that purpofe, it could noc 
Jiave any force $ becaufe the ad made in &vour of the 
cicy, in the reign of William and Mary, ought to 
ht confidered as a conftitutk>n, and as irreverfible as 
Magna Charta ; for indeed it is the Magna Charta of 
the city. For all thefe reafons, it gives me pain to 
fee the printers deferted ; and I wiih Mr. Alderman 
•Townfend were prefent, that I might complain to 
•bim, face to face^ of his having forfeited his wordi 
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by refuting to be the man who would releafe them, il 
they were apprehended in confequence of this illegal 
proclamation. JLndeed I have already talked to him 
on the fubjedly and afked why he did not perform his 
promife ? His anfwer was, that he did not find he 
ihould be fupported by any great man, and otherwi^ 
it would be folly. 

JOHN REYNOLDS, Efq. 

Mr. Chairman, 

M R- Townfend may wait for the fupport ofgndt 
men ; but I am perfuaded, that there is here prefent ^ 
member who will ad upon other principles, and do 
his duty, whether he is or is not countenanced by 
great men. 

Mr. Alozkman WILKES. 

Mr. Chairman, 

THE illegality of the proclamation is to me fo clear 
a cafe, that no magiftrate, who values the laws, will 
hefitate a moment to releafe any man that is appre- 
hended by virtue of fuch an unconflitutional authority. 
I (hall always be proud of having the concurrence of 
this aifembly ; and I doubt not but I fhall have it on 
this occafion. But,' were I not to be fo happy, yet, 
as the matter is fo plain, as my line of duty is fo di- 
flindly marked out by the laws, I will follow where 
it points the way. Fearlefs of confequenccs, I will, 
ab 1 hnvc always done, prefer duty to intercft ; nor 



( 251 ) 

look up to any great man for that prote^lion which 
the laws ought to afford. If they muft be filent, ii 
defpotifm is become fo irreilflible in this country as 
to iliHe the voice of the laws, who would wifh to 
furvive them ? But we are not yet come to this defpe- 
rate crifis. The laws will be heard. They may for 
a time be overborne ; but they will in the end prevail. 
The people of England are not yet fo tame or pufiK 
lanimous as to give up their birthright, their laws and 
liberties. In this comfortable hope I will Hand out 
againft" every arbitrary mandate, and difcharge the 
printers, if they are brought before me for commit- 
ment under no better authority than that of the king's 
frocIamatioUy or the ^warrant of Sir Fletcher Norton. 



I A M a member of the Society called the Sup' 
fortersof the Bill of Rights^ and I have conflandy at* 
tended all their meetings. I therefore think it my 
jduty to contradid an advertifement in youi^ paper, 
that the Society met on the 19th of this month at the 
London Tavern, and came tofevcral refolutions. The 
whole is an impofition on the public and the Society. 
No fuch meeting could be held. The Society had 
determined at their former meeting, on the 12th of 
this month. That the next meeting Jhould he held on 
Tuefday the gth of Aprils and that Utters he tjorote hy 
the Secretary to all the members of this Society to at- 
tend at the next rreeting on important hufinefs. The 

forin of the circular letter was fetded by the Society, 
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and it runs in thefe words : ** Sir, at a meetinj of 
** the Supporters of the Bill of Rights, held at the 
•• London Tavern, Tucfday March 12, it was rc- 
*' folved, that all the members of the Society be de- 
fired to attend at t/je next meetings Jfril the qtb^ 
upon important bufinefs. It is therefore hoped 
that you will not h\l to give the Society the plea^ 
fure of your company upon that occafion. I have 
** the honour tobe,&c. &c. Thomas Bcddifrgtoa^ fecre* 
'* tary.'* Mr. BodJwgton's fubfequent "condudl has 
fut prized many of his friends, as the title oi/ecretarj 
could not be regularly ufed by him for another notice, 
which was in contradidion to the plain diredUons of 
the Society itfelf. From this letter it appears, that 
the gentlemen, who attended at the meeting on the 
1 2th of this month, wifhed to have the fcnfeof «// 
the members of the Society taken in the fsiirt^ and 
fulleft manner as to the whole of their future proceed- 
ings. It was unanimoujly refolved. Notwithflanding 
this refolution, in the evening papers of Saturday the 
1 6th appeared an advertifement for a meeting of 
the Society on the Tuefday following, figned by Mr. 
Eoddington, the fecretary. The advertifement was 
difcontinued on Monday, and taken up again in the 
Tuefday morning papers. In this uncertainty, and 
on this fhort notice, many of the members were ex- 
ceedingly embarrafTed about the prop»ety of their 
condud. Two very rcfpedlable members went in 
perfon, and protcfted againft all the proceedings of 
that pretended meeting of the Society, and declaied 
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to the gentlemen prefent, that they were r.ot regularly 
aflembled as the Support trs of the Bill of Rights^ and 
that all their proceedings would be void. One of the 
gentlemen gave in the following ^r^/^, iigned by 
f^rventeen refpedtable members of the Society. *• To 
•'Mr. Boddington. Sir, the next general meeting 
•* of the Supporters of the Bill of Rights being ap- 
•* pointed by the Society for Tuefday the 6th of 
•* April, and circular letters being direfted to be fent 
** to all the members to defire their attendance that 
** day on important bufinefs, we prote^ againft any 
•* meeting of the Society previous to that time, as 
• * irregular and invalid. ' ' • 

It isjullice to the chairman, Sir Francis Blake De- 
Javal^ to declare that he expreiled great doubts about 
the regularity of that meeting, but was over-ruled, 
^bouc twenty gentlemen attended, among whom were 
all thofe who abfented themfelves from the former 
meeting; but unanimity will not prevail. I know 
that the very gentlemen who iigned the proceA wifh 
that the affair of the printers fhould be confidered by 
the Society ; but they thought that it was impofTible 
to be taken up till the next regular meeting, and 
knew that there was no danger in the delay. I have 
iludioufly avoided every pcifonality in this relation, 
and now fhall fubmit it to the public, whether any 
ibciety can fubfift, if on fo (hort notice, agJiinft the 
exprefs refolution of a former meeting, and a proieft 
of many confiderable members, fuch meetings can be 
lield and denominaced meetings of a fociety . Such a 
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procccdirg Teems to mc not only void of candour, htt 
has adired tendency to furprize, is delufiyc and tricking, 
opening a door to every Ipecies of fraud, and calculated 
to deftroy the wifeft plans and beft digefted rerolutieos 
of any {ockty. h is well known that an cxprefsaft 
of the whole legiflaturc was neceflary even for the 
parliament to afiemble legally before the time fixed at 
an adjournment or prorogation, even on the greatcft 
emeigency, if the fovereign (hould happen to die. 
The Cdfe of the primers was no emergency at all* 
It is certain that they are not only indemnified but 
well paid by the proprietors of the news-papers, who^ 
at the end of tBe year, would only divide half or % 
quarter per cent. Icfs among themfelvcs. The quef* 
tion however is not the propriety of the rcfoiutions^ 
but the fiirnels, and even validity, of any refolutlons 
under thofc circa inilanccs cf the Society. 1 hope, 
therefore, the general meeting on the 9th of Apiil 
will declare the pretended irccting on the 19th ta 
iiave been irregular and ih^vaiid^ and will not fuffer 
their proceedings to be entered among the real 
genuine adls of the Society. I am, SIR, 
A Member of the Society called 

SuPP0RT£;<.S OF THE BlLL OF RlGIITS. 
March 25. 



TKE ciimpaign is opened, and the confliflwill not 
be (hanned by any true Supporter of the Bill of 
Rights. 'J'he public hiivc a ri^ht to be informed of 
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the proceedings of a Society which affumes to cxlft 
for their benefit; ^nd (hall certainly be made the ar- 
biter of their condudl. It was propofed very early in 
the inftitution of th^tbody, to publifli the names of the 
members ; the motion for that purpofe of our late fe- 
cretary was then over-ruled. But it was at the fame 
time the avowed intention of the whole Society, to 
give at fome period of time a full hiftory of all their 
tianfadionsy and render up a juH account of the dif- 
tribution of all the fums with which they had been 
intruded. That period I believe is now approaching, 
and the public will then be able to form a complete 
jadgmenty whether the supporters deferve any 
longo: to be ihtmklves fupported ; and whether either 
or wHbh of the parties, that now divide that Society, 
deferve to have a place in the confidence of the people. 
It has been declared, that an advertifement in the 
papers declaring that the Supporters of the Bill of 
Rights had a meeting on the 19th of this month, and 
came to feveral refolutions, is an impofition upQn the 
public and the Society. How far it is an impofition 
upon the public will appear by the verification of thofe 
gratuities which are promifed to the perfecuted prin- 
ters. What impofition it can be upon the Society, I 
am at a lofs to fuggeft, unlefs the Society is to becon- 
fidered as the mere committee of one individual, exift- 
ing only for the purpofes of paying thofe debts which 
he ever has or ever may contradl. It would then in- 
deed be a great impofition upon him ; for he could 
not but behold every farthing ififucd to any other pur- 
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pofc, however important, however temporary, hotV"" 
ever patriotic, as a facrilegious robberjr of the public^ 
for he and the pubh'c will ever be the fame. In that 
light he a£ls indeed as a true friend to the people* 
when he attacks the lad meeting of the Supporters as 
fpurious and invalid. Should many future meetings, 
be held for the fame purpole, he forefees that lefs will 
icmain to be drawn out of the private porfes of the 
members for his public purpofcs. If he does not 
continue the fole objeiSl of fupport« they no lon- 
ger deferve the title they have aflumed. They be<> 
come traitors to the people, apodates from the ciufe^ 
the meie emii&ries of an ariHocratic fad ion, eqaaiiy 
inclinable to opprefs the perrple with the prefcnt admi- 
oillration, when they {h^ill obtain the power* % 

The world will not judge of this by words but by 
aftions. The minutes therefore of the lad meeting 
will fpeak, whether the members then prefent dc- 
ferved the title of Supporters, or the protclling abfcri- 
tees, one of whom has now manifellly brought the 
difpute to the dreadful trial by pen and ink ; a tri.il 
where he efteems himrdf fo powerful, and by the 
dread of which even thinks to prevent any rtrpulfe of 
his invedlives. This writer now chnfes, for the firft 
time, to avoid, as he fays, every perfonality ; thoi'ga 
the whole of hi^ letter is in iablhiiice a perfonal at- 
tack. Had he conceive.! it would have made for his 
interell to have inftanced the r.ames of the party wi>ich 
be endeavours to make odious to the public, he would 
no more have heliuted upor.pciionaliiy th^n be ha> 
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done in all his former writings. Did he believe that 
the lift of his brother proteflors was not fo refpedt* 
able as that of the gentlemen who compofed the lafl 
ipecial meeting of the Supporters ? It will be far from 
jne to fay they are not ; but how nearly they mount 
in importance, I will leave to the judgment of others 
when they have perufed the names of both. 

Members prefent at the Special Meeting. 
Sir F. B. Delaval in the chair. 



Colhoun 


Sheldon 


Towgood 


Warrington 


Arthur 


Tooke 


T. Oliver 


Morris 


« Withers 


Bull 


Pearfon 


• Perry 


Lovell 


JefFeries 


* Dr. Dawfon 


Manning 


Xeighly 


^Baldy 


Skey 


Davis 


^ R . James. 


Edrxdge 


Home 


- 


Proteflors againft the meeting. 


Rev. Dr. Wilfoi 


i Ellis 


Crompton 


H. Wilkes 


Haylcy 


Ma(bn 


Reynolds 


Turner 


Rhodes 


Jenk. Jones, jun 


. R. Jones 


Cawdron 


Sam. Petrie 


Stayeley 


J. Wilkes. 


Churchill 


Martyn 





* Came in after dinner. 
^ Difiented and withdrew as foon as the bufinefs was de* 
clared. 
« Came after dinnflr metely to deliver the proteft. 

S 
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In jnftlce to the protcfton as writ as to tlie gende^ 
men who Compofed the meeting, it will be proper to 
give another written declaration by a very rdpedbble 
member, who, though he never oonfidered with him« 
felf che regularity or validity of the meeting, as nn 
aiTcmbly of the Supporters of the Bill of Rights, 
thought the meeting prematmre» and therefore impro- 
per. He refufed to fign the proteft of the feventeen, 
to which he was prefled, and being aflced for his feo- 
timents in writing, he gave them as follows : 

<< In the very early ftate of this bufinefi, I am o( 
opinion, that theadvertifement from the Society for a 
meeting tomorrow cannot anfwer any good end. If 
fuUcriptions flionld beneceflary,! imagine they mig^ 
be obtained from the minority of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. That minority, or part of them, .will diflike 
the meafure, when it appears they are to z€t a fecoa- 
dary part to the Supporters of the Bill of Rights. I 
therefore, for the prefent at Iczft, diflike the Special 
Meeting, advertif(^ for 19th March. 

March iS. J. M A W B B T.*' 

This written opinion or declaration was tacked 
to the proteii as a rider, and delivered in at the 
fame time. 

S C I P I o. 

March 26f 
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Moft churchmen, tho* they itch to govern all. 
Are filly, woeful, aukward politicians : 
They make lame mifchief« tho* they meant it well«' 
The^r intereft is not finely drawn and hid. 
But feams are coarfely bungled up and feea* 

Drydzn* 

Saturday, March 30. 

THERE has fcarcely ever appeared a more 
wretched advocate of a more wretched caufe than your 
correfpondent Sa'pio, whofe letter you publilhcd on 
Wednefday. It is impoflible not to fufpefl the cardi* 
na! pried of Brentford to be the author, or at lead 
concerned in the publication, becaufe the writer em- 
ploys all his ufual arts of prevarication, and difplays 
that fpirit of rancor and malevolence which diftin- 
gui(hes him from almoft every other man. He fays, 
** that it wa5 propofed very early in the inftitution of 
«• that body [the Supporters of tin Bill of Rights) to 
" puhlijh the names of the members ; the motion for 
•• that purpofe of our late fecretary was then over- 
•* ruled." No fuch motion has fince been made, nor 
any permiflion granted. I afk then by what right he 
has now puhlijhed the names of fo many refpedable 
gentlemen, as members of that Society. He well 
knows that forae of them will be efientially hurt in , 
their private connexions by fuch a publication^ and 
that they are men who fincerely love the caufe of li- 
• berty, and wifh to ferve it efFedually not oilenta- 
tiouQy ; the more effeftually. Sir, from the temporary . 
concealment they have defired^ and hitherto prefervtd. 
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Bat this puhlieation gratifies his rancor, aod it k the 
chiira^ber of this prieft, that he 'would hum your houfi 
to the ground to roaft a Jingle egg of bis ovm. 

I obferve that Scifio ^es not controvmt a fingle h6^ 
which has been fbted by yoar correfpondcnt in Mon- 
day's paper, who iigns himfelf zBupporter oftbiBillof 
Rights t nor has he advanced one argument to prove the 
late /r^/^ffiri meeting to be regular or valid, a aMetiog 
calleid on very fhort notice, contrary to an order of the 
Society, and proteded againft by (evcral refpedaUc 
members j but he wilfully mifreprefents the (entiments 
of the majority of that Sodety. He talks of '' the 
" Society's exifting only for the purpofes of paying 
** thofe debts which an individual ever has, or e^otr uuy 
* * contradt. Two grofs mifreprefentations have found 
their way into this (hort (entence. The firft is, '* the 
** Society's exifling only for the purpofes of paying, 
'' &c.** whereas the refolution of the Society on the 
26th of February was, •* That the first objedt of 
** this Society, in order to promote the public pur- 
** pofcs of its inflitution, was to fupport John Wilkes, 
*' Efq. againft miniflerial oppreilion, by difcharging 
** his debts, and rendering him independent/' Where 
is the word only to be found ? The fecond devia- 
tion from truth is, ** thofe debts which he has or ever 
** mety contrad." A refolution of the fame day is at 
exprefs againft this aiTertion. The words are, *' Debts 
•' of John Wilkes, Efq. which were bona fide due af 
•* the time of the formation of this Society ^ and have 
f^ already been gi'uerf in to any cqmmittff frZ^tipr^d 
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** feting thereof?'* Where now is the good faith of 
faying, dehu 'which he ever may contraQ? Arc 
they not exprefsly excluded ? But the high prieft tf 
Malagrida equally fports with truth when he talks of 
the Bill of Rights i or Appleby's^ or the Denmark Ta- 
venif and honour and juitice are the ufual faaificdi 
he makes at the altar of his perfonal revenge. Not- 
withftanding all his rancor and dark defigns againft 
Mr. Wilkes, and the declarations he has frequently 
made, that Mr. Wilkes mufi be deftroycd, but the 
canfe would furvire, he will however find it impoflible 
cither to fecrete or to quibble away the! " Preamble 
** to the fubfcription -paper of the Supporters of the 

Bill of Rights : 

•• Wfjereas John IVilkes^ Efq, has fuffered 'very 
^^ greatly in his private for tune ^ from the fefvere and 
** repeated perfecuiions he has undergone In behalf of 

the public^ and as itfeems reafonahle to us that the 

man <who fujfers for the public good, Jhouldbefup^s 
*' ported by the public;'' &c. &c. &c. 
or the exprefs words of the circular letter dated July 
20, 1769 : " The pubhc arc therefore loudly called 
•' upoft by every tie of gratitude and humanity, fa 
** prevalent in Britilh hearts, to raife an effedual bar- 
"riei: agdnft fuch oppreflion, to refcue Mr, IfVkes 
*' from hisprefent incumbrance Sy and to render him eitjy 
•' and independent i" and whiFe Mr. Wilkes goes on 
in the (ame great and dire6l line of public good, in 
which he has hitherto walked, the public will never 
forfikebitti, noi^ foffer him to' beill-treatei v^ith 
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impanit^r. If he grows reroifs, or deviates, he Oaght 
to be an ouUaft^ not only from the Bill ofRighu^ but 
from every other patriotic fociety. The names of 
Crofby, Oliver, Sawbridge, or Wilkes, are equally 
indifferent to my ear. I efteem the men only in the 
proportion of their being benefadlors to my country. 

I (hall now, Sir, proceed to date two or three more 
fa^s on this fubjcdl, and leave the public to draw their 
own inferences. On a real emergency laft November, 
it was propofed to call a /fecial meeting of the 
Bill of Riglits before the time to which the So* 
ciety was adjourned. Mr, Home warmly oppofed 
this ; and declared, " that it was imfoffihU to be done, 
*' and if fuch a thing was attempted, he would write 
" againfl it in the papers." The propoiicion was 
then dropped, and unanimity preferved in the Society. 
Yet at the late pretefufed meeiwg^ without the plea of 
neccirity, he almoit alone contended for its regularity 
and validity, when even the chairman. Sir Francis 
Blake DeU'va!^ expreiTed his doubts, and adiually 
complained of having been /urprized into the chair, 
without any previous knowledge of the difference of 
opinion about that meeting. 

At the meeting on the 26th of February at the 
London Tavern, the minifler of Brentford, who only 
enjoys the prefent mifchief, and is perfedly indifferent 
about the future good, which mu^ arife from the ac- 
tual troubles, declared to the Society, that the chief 
reafon why he oppofed the refolution of no neav/uh' 
fcriptions being opened in that Society till their declared 
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purpofe of difcharging Mr. Wilkes* s debts Jhouid bi 
accomplijhedy was, that he himfelf had cooked 

tJP A BUSINESS OF THE PRINTERS, with mUCh 

care and pains, and would foon bring it before the 
public and that Society. Mr. Home, who under 
another name is one of the proprietors, had indeed 
been frequently with ^/^^i/f, the printer of the Mid- 
dlefex Journal, had himfelf written the mod ob* 
noxious paragraphs and letters in that paper, and had 
deiired the whole management of the bufinefs might 
be left to him, declaring that bis friends i^ould commit 
the meflengers of the houfe of Commons, whenever 
they dared to come into the city, that he had planned 
it, and that WhehU might be very eafy, and was per- 
fedlly fafe. This arrogant, officious, and unprincipled 
pried, who finds more pleafure in duping a poor 
printer of bookfeller, than in the confcientious dif. 
charge of the moil important parochial duties, re* 
peated thefe afTurances very frequently, and declared 
that be iLOuld manage the Whole bufmefs. At the 
fubfequent meeting of the Bill of Rights, on the 1 2th 
of March, Afr. Morris declared, " That he wifhed 
** Mr. Alderman To^wnfend ^txt prcfent, that he might 
** complain to him, face to face, of his having for- 
** feited his word, by refufing to be the man who 
*' would releafe the printers, if they were apprehended 
•* in confequencc of, &c. &c. &c." Mr. Reynolds 
then made a fhort fpeech on the bufinefs of the 
printers, and Mr. Wilkes clofed the debate nearly in 
the manner yon have mentioned in the Public Adver- 
tifer of Saturday March 23, that he would do hkdvit^ 
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withoat ever foliciting the countenance of any great^ 
man. One important circomftance however is omit- 
ted by the author of that account. Mr. Wilkes then 
likewife told the Society, " That he was fo entirely 
** convinced of the illegality both of the prodama- 
*' tion and the meflengers afTumed powers, that if 
** the printers were brought before him, he fhonld not 
*^ heiitate firfl to difcharge them, and afterwards to 
** commit for the aflault, if complaint of it on oath 
*' was made before him ; that as to the cafe of the 
** mejfengers, Jb long before as the lafi day of Fehf" 
** ary, about noon^ being on bufinefs at the ihop of 
** Mr. Henry Sampfon Woodfell, in Pater-NoAer- 
*^ Row, it was mentioned that the miffengers were 
** then jud come into the city, and at that time ac- 
•* tually within a very few doors, at a coffee-houfe, 
" waiting to execute their orders againft Wheble, Mr. 
** Woodfall's very near neighbour ; that he continued . 
*^ there near an hour, and afterwards mentioned where 
*< he dined in the city, and that he fhould remain 
*' there till eight in the evening, and if any afiaolt 
•• was made on Wheble, and complaint exhibited 
*' before him, he would certainly do his duty as a 
*^ magidrate, and commit the tneffengers, unlefs they 
" found bail." 

Notwithftanding all the promifes made to WbehU, 
no notice was taken of him by the fubtle Proteftant 
Jefuity who as it were by inftinB at once ilarted up 
the tool of Malagrida, and WhebU complained for 
feveral days, in the bittereft terms, •* That he was now 
<' obliged to be confined like a criminal^ that hii life. 
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'' was become a burden to him, and that he had been 
'* fhamefully treated, and was now abandoned by Mr. 
•* Horm and hh friends,^'' The public caufe was de- 
fa'ted and given up, if not betrayed, becaufe no great 
man could be found in the Malagrida fadion to coun- 
tenance a magiftrate in the execution of the laws. 
Mr. Homi would not look further, ^nd the will of 
^reat men^ not the didlates of the laws, mufl be con- 
fulted and obeyed. The tranfadlions of March 15 th 
at Guildhall, before Mr. Alderman Wilkes, above a 
fortnight after the firft appearance of th^mefTengers 
in the city, dofed this part of the bufinefs, and gave 
Wbthle liberty and peace of mind. J. MilUr like- 
wife came the fame day with the tnejfenger to Guild- 
hall firfi^ but the bufinefs there being finifhed, and the 
magiftrate retired, he proceeded to the Maniion- 
Houfe, where every citizen in this mayoralty has in 
every legal complaint found effedual and fpeedy 
juftice. 

In one particular only I agree with your cor^ 
refpondent Scipio^ " That the public have a right 
" to be informed of the proceedings of a Society 
" which affumes to exift for their benefit." I will not 
fail in this paper fully to (late allfaSs of importanoe, 
and I hope Mr, Wilkes^ and your other correfpondent^ 
who figns a Supporter of the Bill of Rights, will 
both of them give all the intelligence they know to 
be well founded. I (hall think inyfelf bound ii> 
honour to fupprefs many names, where I fee the con- 
Nuencea will be injurious to indlyiduals 3 but fi< 

I 
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ftall be dated with truth and prccifion. After 
the next meeting at the London Tavern, on Tuef- 
day the 9th of April, you will probably hear again 
from 

JUSTICE. 



Monday, April 15« 
I N the Middle/ex Journal of laft Saturday is I 
mod virulent attack on Mr. fHUej from the fuppoii' 
tion of his being Jheriff of this city and county ibe 
cnfuing year. The bigb-priefi of Malagrida^ who b 
the doer of that paper, half frothy half i/enom^ Jpiti 
himfelf abroad. It is a very cafy talk to deted his 
fophiilry and falfliood, and it (hall be vay employ- 
ment the next hour to colled and clafs the forgeries of 
that paper. 

I. Jt is falfe, that " all Mr. Wilkes's friends have 
•* reprtiented to him the evil confequenccs of this 
** ftep without being able to prevail upon him to de* 
«• fill." Mr. Wilke&'s moft refpedable friends firll ad- 
vifed the mcafure, after all the probable confequences 
had been fully confidcred, and they have declared their 
firm rcfolution to fupport him, and in the mofl gene- 
rous manner. The common-council of Farringdoa 
Ward is compofed o^ jixUcn pcrfons. Fourteen were 
prefcnt at the monthly meeting lalt Thunday. They 
were unaiATfious in the piuj^ricty ot the meafure, and 
warm in their wifncs for its fucccis. 
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2. " The county of Middlefex think themfelvei 
*' particularly ill-treated, becaufe their caufe is de- 
** ierted by him whom they fo generoufly and nobly 
** fupported.'* Mr. Wilkes knows the infinite obli- 
gations he is under to the county of Middlefex.. He 
has mod fteadily fupported their caufe and his own, 
and will perfevere in the fame plan through life. He 
has r-jfufed many offers, becaufe he would always be 
embarked only on the fame bottom with his noble 
firiends, the freeholders of Middlefex. T^hey wi(h to 
fee \i\mjheriff, and would rejoice that adminiftration, 
by the vacating Luttrell's pretended feat would give 
xYi^Jheriff another opportunity of bringing afrelh be- 
fore the public the important queftion of the Middlefex 
cledlion. Their behaviour would be coniiftently great. 
^at public caufe would be again agitated. The plan 
of Mr, Wilkes's conduft has been already fettled, and 
highly applauded. The public queftion was taken in- 
to confideration in the firft inftance, and in the fulleft 
manner. There are but tiuo events that can embar- 
J^afs Mr. Wilkes j the demife of the crown, or the 
dlflblution of the parliament during his fheriffaity. 
The firft were a more probable, although a more fad 
event than the fecond . Whenever he ferves the office, 
he muft neceffarily run thefe two chances of being for 
fome time out of parliament, for he has declared that 
he never will fit in the houfe of Commons but as one 
of the knights of the (hire for M iddlefex. His worthy 
conftituents likewifc know that he has at heart the 
forming a new and perfg^ freeholder* s booL He has 
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already bad the advice of his colleague, Mr. Seijeamt 
Glynn, on the fubjed, who pointed out the variooi 
defeiSb and their remedies. The life and property o^ 
every man in the county is interefted in the faithfbl 
execution of this plan, for a more fair and impartial 
adminidration of juiUce. 

3. " Yefterday noon [that is Friday) Mr. Wilka 
*' waited on Mr. Alderman Oliver, and told him the 
** refolution he had taken to be Sheriff next year with 
•* Mr. Oliver." Mr. Wilkes's letter of Friday mm- 
ing will demooftrate the falfliood of this afl^rtion. 

4. " The purport of the letter, as given by Mr. 
" Lovell, was, &c. &c. and to defirg Mr. Wilkts it 
**jhew Mr, Oliver'* s letter to the genthmtn of hii 
** ijuardf if Mr, Wilkes was determined to perjhver$ ' 
** in kis attempt,''^ Nothing like it is to be found in 
Mr. Oliver's letter. Did Mr. Lovell dare to fay that 
Ktjas the purport of Mr* Oliver s letter? Did Mr. 0//- 
wer fend Mr. Lovell, clerk to Meff. Thomas and 
Richard Oliver and Co. to Mr. Jfllkes^s common- 
council, to perfuade them to take a part ?.gainft their 
Alderman, and to declare the thing ivhicb vjas not? . 

5. *' Mr. Oliver gave him many flrong ^«MV rca- 
** fons why he ought not to attempt it.'* Mr. Wilkes 
has not yet heard thofe public reafons. He knows one 
private reafon of the Malagrida crew, the fear of 
fuperfeding their creature. Alderman Tovonfend^ and 
the fubfequent lofs of the chaplainfhip, &c. to their 
high priejl. It is known of both thcfe perfons, Conje* 
cijfe fe in ea cafra quo omnis fentina rcipubliea coff* 
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fluxeraf. They followed the camp for plunder. But 
ivhateverbe the fate of Mr. Wilkes, there is no chance 
of the firft power in the city being entrufled to fuch 
bands as Alderman fouunfintTs. His affedUon to the 
suife of liberty becomes tvtxy day more and more 
(ufpidous and problematical. In the late buiinefs of 
>refi''warra*ts and the printers he has been remark* 
ably tardy. He has not yet abjured places, peniionsy 
^x future contraBs, He has (hewn himfelf furious, and 
tniblenty without temper or cand«ar. He is now fully 
known, and to be known with him is to be abhorred. 
At the laft meeting of the Bill of Rights, after the 
diair had been refufed by Lord Mountmorris and Mr* 
Adair, Mr. Alderman Sawbridge propofed Mr. Town- 
fend. He accepted without hefitadon, but behaved 
in fo ungentlemanlike and unfair a manner, with fuch 
a marked partiality, and debated himfelf with fuck 
indecency and animoiity, that the chairman himfelf 
was frequently called to order, and over-ruled by the 
Society. Mr. Sawbridge appeared greatly hurt by 
Mr. Townfend*s conduct, and feveral gentlemen re* 
marked bow exceedingly dangerous it nvould he to trvfi 
him with power. Such a man can never be the Jirfi 
magiftrate of the/r^ city in the world, without cre- 
ating infinite confufion. 

6. " Mr. Alderman Oliver, and his brother Mr. 
•* Thomas Oliver, have contributed one tenth part of 
■< all the money which has been publicly fubfcribed 
•« for Mr. Wilkes.** This affertion'does not come 
p^ir the truth, and the books of the Bill of Rights 
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give tbe fullcll proof to the contrary. The Oliver 
family have been rewarded by the public with an 
aldermanfliip and a feat in parliament, withoot the 
cxpence of a (hilling. The two brothers feem to 
undcrftand the laying oat money full as well as their 
anccflors. 

7. " Mr. Wilkes has now the gratitude to endca- 
*' vour to force the Alderman to pay the expences of 
•' Mr. Wilkeb's fhrievalty." There Is not the Icaft 
colour for this impudent aflertion. The expences of 
Mr. Wilkes's fherilFalty will not be paid, in the tiJitb 
of the tenth, by Mr. Alderman, or Mr. Thomas 
Oliver. No fuch idea was ever hatbouredby Mr. 
Wilkes, or any of his friends. 

8. ** Mr. Wilke»*s colleague will be anfwerable in 
** hhpfr/oft 2in^ fortune for all the defperate afts Mr, 
** Wilkes may chufe as Sheriff to perform." Is any 
man anfwerable criminally in his own per/on for what 
another does againfl his confent ? The abfurdity is 
palpable. As to fortune, that is a pri<vate confidera- 
tion, no public reafon. It is well known that all pe- 
cuniary tranfa£lions are left to the under- Jheriffs, who 
give ample fecurity. 

I am fure Mr. Wilkes fees with deep concern that 
a man of fo amiable a character as Mr. Aidcrroan 
Oliver fhould be drawn into the violent vortex of the 
Brentford parfon, where the natural fweetnefs of his 
temper and his candour are totally abforbed and perifh. 
The Alderman forgets in his letters the politenefs of 
the gentleman^ and affumes a rudenefs which is ia- 
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confident with the humane feelings of his heart. I 
hope that he will foon return to his ufual good hu- 
mour, and that he is not foured by hie confinement ia 
the Tower. The letter to Mr. Wilkes is in every 
refped unworthy of the writer, if he did not walk in 
leading-firings. The other letter in anfwer to the 
committee of the common council is ftill worfe. It 
is a furious declamation, and very difobliging to the 
gentlemen concerned, at a moment too when they 
(hewed a particular civility to the Alderman. The 
committee defired his direSions that they might execute 
the truft (of providing a table for him at the expence 
of the city) in the manner moft agreeable to him/elf. 
He omitted to thank the gentlemen for fuch a mark of 
their attention and regard, and only tranfcribed^ as 
an anfwer about a table to be kept for him, a diifer* 
tation on the apology due from the Houfe of Commons^ 
and the ftate of the nation for the laft tenyearsy both 
at home and abroad^ — ** Abjedl abroad and infolent 
•• at home." — This is not his natural note, which is 
by no means harfh or loud, but foft and fweet. One 
ibould imagine by fuch a fpecimen that he had no 
compafs, and poflTeifed only one fingle note, but he 
has indeed great variety. The parfon's dull monotony 
tires you. He can only cry cuckoo, cuckonv, cuciow. 
At prefent he fmgs for the bird in the cage, till at lafl 
ie is hoarfe, 2xid you are deaf. 

The Proteftant Jefuit of Malagrida, who always 
bears the torch of difcord, had the infolence likewife 
to draw up an anfwer from the committee to Mr. 
Oliver's letter, in a ft'^ain quite raving. One of his 
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friends was weak enough to cany it Co the ge 
in Mr. Horne*« onjun hand-nuriting. The CO 
rejc£led the letter with indignation. 

I defire to add, that all the cabals of Ma! 
fiidjon have lately been held in Mr. Alderman 
apartments in the Tower^ from whence ha 
cecded the moft violent attacks on the Lordm 
Mr, Wilkes^ and all the obftmdions to the c 
a cammon-haiL The Mabgrida gang have 
the Lord'mayrm the grofleft terms, and 1 
bcured more affiduoufly to deiboy Mr* Wti 
even the Carhon-Houfe junto ever did. Th 
mayor has been let into no fecrets of the pa 
aiked to attend any meetings of bofineis. ' ^ 
monication has been had with the city*s exoell< 
magiftrate, becaofe he will lend himfelf to i 
or fadiion. He, dill more than Mr. W. is 
the favourite topic of the abufe of Malagrida 
The livery at large are however the beft judge 
prefent, and every other bufmcfs of the city, 
will not be governed by the wretched cabals ( 
iigning few, much lefs by the moft dangen 
defperate party of the ftate, where the fouleil 1 
of the body politic meet and ferment. The app 
be to them. Mr. Alderman Wilkes has deda 
readinefs to fubmit to the determinations of th< 
and Mr. Alderman Oliver, if he hopes for thei 
favours, muft neither be rcfradory nor difol 
The event would otherwife be bis political 

lation. lam, SIR, your*s, 

TRU' 
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To J O H N W I L K E S, Efq. 

S J R, 
TH A r I may be explicit as early as poffiblc after 
>ur dtfire that I (hould explain myfelf concernirg 
f flirievalty, I muft inform you that I am deter- 
ined not to (crve the office of fheriff with you ; bc- 
ufe 1 really do not think from your own dedanu 
)ns that your political aims are fimilar to minel 
This refolation I mud communicate to the livery, 
you join me in your nomination. 

,1 am, SIR, 

Your moil humble Servant, 
.wer,i I April, 1771. RICHARD OLIVER. 

To RICHARD O L I V E R, Efq. 

SIR, Prince's Court, Friday, April 11. 

I DID not receive your letter till nine laft night, 
tien I was in the city with my common-council, 
hen we were alone a very few days ago, you a/ked 
;, if I meant to be fhenff the enfuing year. ' I an- 
ered with the franknefs of my nature to a friend, 
u if I had the honour of being chofen, I would not 
dine that troublerome and expenfive office, ard 
it, m the a6tiial crifij. of ffFiirs, I really wifhed it 
• various reafons of great public utility, which J am 
rfuaded live ftill in your memory. Yellerday morn- 
l I put the fame queition to you. Your verbal an- 
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fwer was not explicit ; your letter b. You by, *' I 
*' am determined not to fervc the oiEce of (hcriif 
•* with you.'* The propriety of fuch a declaration 
does not ftrikc roe. I cqnfider it as the duty of every 
gentleman to fubmit to the livery the choice of hit 
colleague, and not to refufe an office, becaofe he dif- 
approves another perfon» of whom his own confU- 
tuents entertain a favourable opinion. I am ready to 
ferve the office of (heriff with you, Sir, or any other 
gentleman given me by the livery at a colleagoe, 
jhould they think proper to eled me. You add, ** Be- 
'* caufe I really do not think from your own tiecbua* 
" tions that your political aims are fimilar to mine.** 
My declarmtins have alwayt been very explicit ; my 
aims fair and honourable. I am (atisfied that yoan 
are no lefs upright I flarted much earlier than you 
in political life. I gave my public creed on feveral 
occafions. You have done the fame. Our fendments 
have always coincided, altho* our expreffions have 
varied. How then can our pjlitical aims not be^- 
lor? I wi(h to know in what they difler. I will at 
any time yield to the conviAion of fuperior reafon. 

You conclude, ** This refolution I muft comma* 
<' nicate to the livery if you join me in your nomina- 
*' tion.** I never entertained the idea of any nam' 
nation proceeding from myfelf. If I am called upon, 
I will ferve, but I ihall never didate to the lively 
what they fhould do. I fhall likewiie not fail to com- 
municate to fo refpe^lable a body every tranlkdion of 
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a public nature, refpedling their rights or intcrcfts, and 
I will obey their commands. 
I am, SIR, 

Your mod humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

N.B. Mr. Wfikes received m 
anfwer to this letter. 



I N yoor paper of yefterday is a very curious ac- 
count of a meieting of the Antigallicans at Mile-End. 
This account I am fatisfied comes to you from Mr. 
Wilkes. You will indulge me with inferting a few 
remarks. 

The account fays—" Sir Jofeph Mawbey, Mr. Al- 
•* derman Wilkes, zx\A federal other gentlemen walked 
«* in proceffion with the ftewards."— -Who are thefe 
f enteral other gentlemen? I will venture to fay there 
was no other gentleman whofe name was thought pro- 
per to be given ; for if there had been, Mr. Wilkes 
would not have failed to grace his own triumphal pro- 
ceffion with the refpedlable names of thefe federal 
Bther gentlemen, 

Agam the account fays — " The gentlemen of the 
** affociation went to the Tower to pay their compli- 
•* mcnts to the Lord Mayor," that '• They paff^d 
'* to his Lordship's apartments. Mr. Alderman 
«* Wilkes in the name of the gentlemen thanked his 
*• lordfhip in a fhort fpeech for the noble (land he had 
*J made^ &c. and defired hi$ permi£ion to nominate 

T X 
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** him for the prefidcntlhip of the enfuing year. * 

** stiTociation then joined again at the Tower-gj 

•* and proceeded through Whitechapel to Mile Ei 

In all this accoant not a word is mentioned of 

Alderman Oliver ; and the public are left to < 

elude either that Mr. Oliver has not made ti^ j 

noble ft and, &c. as the Lord -mayor; or that he is 

now in the l^ower ; or that the gentlemen of thi 

fociation difapproved Mr. Oliver^s condud ; or 

they were fo forgetful as to pafs him by. If 

readen of that account imagine any one of thefe thi 

they will be much deceived; and that deceit is« 

Mr. Wilkes intended. The fad is, that all the { 

tiemen except Mr. Wilkes (who walked backwards 

forwards amongd the trees in the interval) paid t 

compliments to Mr. Oliver. The fame managen 

of Mr. Wilkes is obfcrvable in all the papers ; wl 

you will generally find that this ward and that wa 

with their maces and beadles, &c. waited on the Lo 

MAYORwith this and that addrefs, to which his lo 

fliip made fuch and fuch anfwers ; but you will feki 

find any addrefs to or anfwer from Mr. Alderm 

Oli VE R : And yet the faft is, that there has not b< 

any one addrefs prefented to the Lord^ma^or^ wh: 

has not been accompanied with one to Mr. Olm 

But Mr. Oliver, like a man of honour, honefty, a 

underilanding, has refufed to be the colleague of ll 

Wilkes ; becaufe he knows the impoflor and his d 

figns, and will not either abet or conceal his roguer) 

•r be involved in his difgrace ; or truft his charad 
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in fuch treacherous hands : Whereas " Brafs Crojhy 
" is," (as Mr. WiJkes himfelf told Mr. Rigby laft 
fammer at Tunbridge)*'* A fine hard headed fellow, 
** that will do any thing Mr. Wilkes ihall bid him." 
Befides that,;. Mr, Oli'ver is a charadler out of Mr. 
Wilkes's reach, which it is therefore his policy to 
fmother if he can betimes ; b'Jt of Mr, Crojhy he has 
no fear nor jealouiy ; he can at prefent mould him as 
he thinks fit, and can f:ifely truft him with any degree 
of popularity, and the moment he is refradtory de- 
ftroy him at his pleafurc. But there is fometbing more 
extraordinary in this lad article I quoted of this ac- 
count : Mr, Wilkes was fo very full of himfelf, that 
he has quite overlooked his poor friend Bm/s Crojhy^ 
even at the very moment he meant to do him honour ; 
for he does not let us know whether the Lord-mayor 
made th( m' any anlwer : Mr. Alderman Wi/hs indeed 
made a J^ort fpeech, but the poor Lord-mayor it 
fhouidfeem did not make any fpeech at all; nor can 
we from this account difcover any more than that Mr. 
Wilkes *^ Deiired his permiflion to nominate him for 
** the enfuing year," but whether the Lord-mayor 
gave his permifjon or not, we are left entirely in the 
dark ; for as foon as Mr. Wilkes had finifhed Mx^Jhort 
fpeeches, "we find •* The aiTociation then joined again 
**■ at the Tower-gates." Under favour of Mr, Wilkes, 
I muft think it a great piece of abfurdity for him to 
bring the gentlemen into the Tower to the Lord- 
mayor's apartments merely to hear his ownfl^ortfpeech^ 
which he might as well have delivered to them at the 
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Ship Tavern. Mr. Wilkes indeed, and tboCb wlio 
have been a little behind the fcenes, know very well 
that the poor Lord-mayor's opinion is never locked 
after, and that if it was it muft be done by ,^fop 
with a lanthern ; but why (hould Mr. Wilkes explain 
that matter fo foon to the fpedbtors ? Why could he 
not (lay at leaft till the prefent mayoralty is expired ? 
Mr. Wilkes then gives a ridiculous account of the 
military, with as much truth as he before related his 
difappointment when he woidd have dined with the 

officers. 

But all this is excufable compared with what follows. 
We are told, that Sir Jofefb Mawbey t9ok the fenfe 
of 1 42 Antigallkans about tbeprofrietj of Mr. Wilkeii 
being Sheriff, 

Whether Sir Jofeph Mawbey is a freeholder of 
Middlefex or not is more than I can tell. He may 
have bought a freehold within thefe fix weeks ; but 
of this I am fure, Sir Jofeph Mawbey never yet at- 
tended any one meeting of the county ; has never 
voted either for Mr. Wilkes, or Mr. Glynn ; has takea 
no fhare in any of the hard ftruggles upon this buiinefs 
in the county. Whether thefe 142 Antigallicans were 
freeholders or not, does not appear. No notice was 
given to the freeholders of the county of an intentioi 
to take their fenfe on this matter ; and Mr. Wilkes 
had determined it before even this meeting of the 142 
Antigallicans. We have never yet heard who were 
thofe rcfpeftable friends of Mr. Wilkes, who zidLV]^^ 
this meafure. Mr. Wilkes has endeavoured artfully 
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to infinuate that Mr. Serjeant Glynn approves his plan ; 
whilft on the contrary Mr. Glynn makes no fecret of 
his opinion, bat declares plainly to every man rhao 
afks him, his very Khong difkpprobation of Mr. 
Wilkes's attempt to be Sheriff. Mr. Wilkes has too 
mean an opinion of the underflanding of mankind 
tolleSi^vely^ and of their integrity individually. His 
own cunning and wickednefs will do for him what all 
the malice and power of a court and a miniftry could 
not. Is this the manner in which he treats that njoice 
df the peopU, which with a fcandaloos and fulfome 
flattery he calls the 'voice of God? — Mr. Wilkes de- 
termines to be Sheriff; he declares that re(blution> to 
feveral perTons ; having refolved, he caUs his common* 
council together, without informing them of the bufl« 
nefs he meant to bring before them ; fourteen of them 
attend him; over the table hefurprizes them with a 
fudden quedion ; thofe who have not formed any- 
opinion upon it, and thofe who diflike it, are filent; 
fome one man approves it, and propofes his health- at 
Sheriff; and this Mr. Wilkes calls an unanimous 
approbation. And from this kind 6i unanimous ap* 
probation of fourteen unapprized gentlemen, M)r» 
Wilkes would have us colleft the fenfc of t4ic livery. 
The fenfe of the livery being thus obtained. Sir Jofephf 
Mawbey is to procure the fenfe of thecounty in th« 
manner related; And thus Mr. Wilkes h^s the three- 
fold fanftion of his reJ^OaiU friends ^ of the livery tf 
London, and of the coun^-of Mddleftx, Sirja/epk 
Minvbeyy good cafy man, dobm^ for the firik^ the 
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fourteen furprlzed common -councHmra for the fecond ; 
and 1^1 jovial Antigallicam for the third. Thcfe 157 
perfonb utter the fvpice of the feople^ and this voice of 
the people is the *voUe of Godi which I have no 
doubt Mr. Wilkes reveres as much, .and ridicules as 
little, as he does the voice of that eternal Gckl, to 
whom he will one day find the feaets of all hearts 
are open. 

To complete this farce, and to fomilh the faper- 
ktive degree of difguft and ridicule to the honeft 
Antjgallicans, James Adair, Efq. a learned couniel 
at the bar« Heps forth in aid to the eloquence of Mr. 
Wilkes and Sir Jofepb Mawbey, a tbinl ihrieval 
orator. — *' When Mr. Adair (ate down (the account 
iisys) there was a general cry of the queftion — the quef- 
tion,'*'* — It always happens fo where this gendeman 
fpeaks ; every man is afraid leil he fhould fpeak again ; 
and it mud be a mod fatal quefUon indeed, when any 
one of his hearers would not rather have it decided 
againil his own intereft or wiihes, than hear Mr. 
Adair's argument for or againfl it. The Antigallicans 
were full to fatiety^ ^) loathing ; and they couJd not 
be fare but that Mr. Adair might have a brother in 
the room. Mr. Adair, however, as a &ithful coun- 
fely fhould have informed the Antigallicans, that when 
a Sheriff refufes to make a return to a writ, there are 
methods to procure a legal return without him. And 
he ought to know, that the Sheriff is an officer in the 
eledion from whom, as from other officers, a ready 
obedience is eaqpeficd to the competent jurifdldlfoa 
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under which he a£ls ; that where the • Jurifdiflion i9 
coinpetent the cfEcer muft ob^y and cannot do wrong ; 
his orders are his juftification ; and difobeyitig he can- 
not do right. The Sheriff when he receives k writ is, 
in the execution of it, an officer, not a judge. If 
Mr. Wilkes could be juftifiable in what he propofes, 
fo would other Sheriffs be if they likewife prefumcd 
to j^dge ; the confequence of which would be either 
that the Sheriff?, who are appointed in moil places by 
the king, would make what houfe of Commons they 
plea(e ; or that making no return at all to the writs, 
we fhould have no parliament. The Sheriff knows 
the vacancy only by the writ. 

Mr. Wilkes talks much of making a freeholder's' 
look; if Mr. Wilkes could (which he cannot) fulfil 
bis promife as he would have his promife underflood, 
it would be the flrongefl reafon with me againU his 
being Sheriff. Mr. Wilkes is the laff man in Eng* 
land to be trufted with that power. The impartiality 
of juries, and the impartiality of the freeholder's 
books can alone continue juries ufeful ; the opinion 
of that impartiality can alone make them refpedable, 
and leave the juflice of their verdids unimpeached. 
Is Mr. Wilkes in fa£t, or in the public opinion,, that 
impartial man fit to be trufled in the formation of 
juries who are to do equal juftice to men of tvcry party, 
to his foes as well as to his friends ? And though we 
might give him credit fo far as to fuppofe him free 
from any prejudices of affediion or gratitude, has he 
no rancor, no malice to gratify^ no felfilh^ no in- 
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t^vfted parpofes to anfwer ; and though be (hoald 
forget to hort his enemies, can we be fure he would' 
negledV that voluptuous feaft of a diabolical mmd, the 
exquiiice enjoyment of deftroying his friends? Can 
it then be fuppofed that Mr. Seijeant Gl}Tin would 
ever advife and approve, or Mr. Alderman Oliver 
ever join with Mr. Wilkes in packing of j oriel, by 
modelling the freeholder's bock ? And can the pob- 
lic be fo grofsly gulled ? Can Mr. Wilkes himfelf hope 
to fucceed in his foliy by fuch a paltry artifice ? He 
has lately found himfelf much miflaken in his general 
notion of the depravity of individuals ; he has found 
in very many of them an integrity which no foolifh 
popularity can corrupt. Sir Jofeph Mawbey may 
think (as he not long fmce publicly declared) that *^ To 
pretend the public when we- mean only the private 
is a pious fraud." Mr. Wilkes has however dif- 
covercd, that his mod effgdual behefadlors were fincere 
in their declarations that they would *' Support him 
** and his caufe, as far as it was a public caufe.*' When 
he would lead them allray for his own private pur- 
pofes, and change a generous public Society into a 
fponge to be fqueezed only into his pocket, he has 
feen i\it fame men recoil who for three years paft have 
been foremofl in the danger, the expence and labour 
iof his affairs. Since then he muft now know by ex- 
perience that there is more individual integrity and 
Ancerity in mankind than his own heart could imagine, 
let him learn to fufpeft that there may be more under* 
fianding in the people coile^ively than he ha$ hitherto 
fuppofed. 
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The account cloTes with faying that •* Great 

*' pains had been taken to keep- the members of the 
•* fodety from attending." I am confident Mr. Wilket 
cannot produce a (ingle Antigallican who was defired 
not to attend. The meeting, it is tr.ue> was not 
more than one fourth in number compared to what it 
nfed to be. Mr. Wilkes^s prefence dniined the meet- 
ing ; which was compofed chiefly of his own little 
phalanx f as he the getural (perhaps the fritteej with 
fingubr modedy has called them in a letter figned 
with his name. Happily as yet Mr. Wilkes can only 
brand honeft men with the reproach, but cannot inflidt 
ehe puni(bment, of defer tkn from his mock-majefty. 

I am proud of being called a Deferter from Mr. 
Wilkes's ftandard ; I thought we were all volunteers 
together, fighting only under the laws and the coti" 
ftitution ; and under thofe leaders will (erve till death : 
If any perfon has ever miflaken me for one of General 
Wilkes's phalanx f I defire to be confidered by him as 

ApriU6. A DESERTER. 



Saturday,, April 27* 

. YOUR correfpondent of yefterday could not have 
chofen a more fit name for himfelf than that of A 
Defertir^ He has bafely left thofe friends, and that 
public caufe, whk:h he pretended to have always at 
keart, and has engaged with the moft defperate fadioa 
•f thq fiate^ to whom he now. reveals the /£<iu m^m* 
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fortant fccrets which were unaFoidably cntruftcd t« 
him; for his dcfedtion and apoihcy were forefeen and 
foretold. One effeft only of any confequence bus 
followed his defertion, Difcord left the Society when 
he quitted it. Harmony and unanimity have returned 
to the patriotic band, from whence his intrigues and 
cabah had bn^ driven them. The whole Society 
now breathe the fame pure love of ttieir country, and 
are animated with the fame noble zeal for the com«- 
mon caufe of liberty. The diftrter is deiired ever to 
continue with the eneny of ail good men. His dark, 
jefuitical de/igns are only fuited to the dangerous con- 
Ipiracies of Malagrida. Horn) art thou fallen^ Ob t 
Lucifer! 

The Deferter proceeds uniformly in his old way of 
fophiflry and fallhood. 

** Deftroy Jifs fib or fophiftry in vain, 

** The treature^s at his dirty work again/* 

He fays, ** The meeting of the Antigallicans was not 
** more than one fourth in number compared to what 
•* it ufed to be.'' From the books it appears that the 
meeting of laft Tucfday was one of the molt numerous 
fince the firft eilabli(hment. Of the laft year's meet- 
ing it fell fhort only 28, notwithftanding all the art! 
and entreaties employed to kerp the members away. 
He likewife pfferts, ** Mr. Wilkee calls his common- 
** council together without informing them of the 
** buiinefs he meant to bring before them ; fourteen 
**- of them, attend him; over the table he furprizcs 
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•* thf m with a fudden queftion ", thofe who have not 
•* formed any opinion upon it, and thofe who diflikc 
** it, are filent ; fome one man approves and propofes 
*• his health as (heriff; and this Mr. Wilkes calls ail 
•• unanimous approbation.'* Was Mfi Home pre- 
fent? I was. Sir, and declare the whole of this account 
an abfolute fidion. Mr. Wilkes ^U not call the 
common^councii together. It was the ufual monthly 
meeting. The propriety of his being (heriff was 
darted, ai^ fully debated. Some objedlions were 
made, and folved, fo much to the fatisfadlion of the 
whole company, that they expreffed their unanimous 
approbation of the meafure, and the warmeil wifhes 
for it's fuccefs. Since that meeting, when they at- 
tended the Alderman with an addrefs of thanks on the 
late occafion, they repeated the fame fentiments, and 
it is remarkable that both the deputies, and every 
member of the common council was prefent. The 
Dejerter knew that he was inventing a fiKhood, for 
the affair had been ftated in all the public prints. But 
when truth is againll him, he muil be againil trUth^ 
and it is a perpetual war which he wages! 

The Deferter declares, " Sir Jofcph Mawbey may 
** think (as he not long fince publicly declared) that /• 
** pretend the public y ewhen nve mean only the private] 
•* is a pious fraud, ^"^ No fuch thought was ever en- 
tertained by Sir Jofeph Mawbey, no fuch iexpreflioii 
ever paffed his lips. The parlbn has moft unjufUy 
transferred to a charader uncommonly puVe and uj^- 
right the ideas of his own fdlfifh and treacherous mind. 
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Alt he fteb ihi ftmng awiifmiiy §f kui U gmd^ 
feaftson the (acrifice of a reDOtation unfuUied ti 
boar. The indignant world however will con 
to do jaftioe to a gentlemaot who imid the ra, 
party asd the dorms of fiidion, hat conftantly i 
Caioed a pcrfed difinteieftednefs, and polfeflei the 
Amiable qualities* with an enlightened nnderftan 
and a fiaoere attachment to the interefts of his < 
try. The Difirttr iayi, <' Sir JoTeph Mawbe; 
<* taken no (hare in any of the hard ftnigglet 
•* Mr. Glynn's bofineit in the coanty." Th4 
fertir knows the follhood of this afibrtion. B 
Sir Jofeph had parchafed his freehold for Midd 
he declared his purpofe of fabTcribing to Mr. Gl 
dedion, mftir the Brtntford majfmcre. Mr. F 
was prefent at this dedaration. Some time 
wards he afked Sir Jofeph very privately in tht 
lery of the Houfe of Commons, if he had yei 
fcribedy as he had promlfed. Sir Jofeph anfv 
that he had not, for he had not yet found the p 
opportunity. Mr. Home then faid, lam greati 
tf pocket f praygi'vitne the money. Sir Jofeph ac 
ingly took out three Bank-notes and gave th( 
Mr. Home. Has this fubfcription ever been br< 
to account ? Will Mr. Home deny the fa£l ? W 
aver that the generous and noble fpirited baron< 
taken ** no Jhare in any of the hard ftruggles 
Mr. Glynn s bufmefs in the county?'' Oh! SI 
where is thy bhifh ? I believe the Middlefex ek 
has been the beft xpilch-cow which the minifl 
New-Brentford ever ftroked. 
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Mr. Home doubts if any otBer gentleman, bcfidfB 
Sirjofeph Manjuhej^ and the fiewcardi^ walked in the 
proceilion. I will only tell him that four gentlemen 
of bii cloth attended, not one of whom wifh to dye U 
rtd 'With bloody but who think and a£t fuitably 19 
their profefGon, as miniflers of the gofpel of peace. 

After Sir Jofeph Mawbey, the parfon is pleafed to 
fervc up Mr. Adair. " When Mr. Adair fate down 
** (the account fays) there was a general cry of— /A^ 
•' queftion^ the quejtion. It always happens fo where 
** this gentleman fpeaks." True, but never //// he 
fits doivn. I have heard the queltion repeatedly and 
loudly called for, while Mr. Home v/2Ci fiill fianding^ 
lon^ before he nuould fit do^wn. Mr. Adair poiTeiTes 

Jus fubjed fo entirely, that he often exhanlls the mat- 
er, and nothing is left but to decide upon the queflio^. 
But what has in h€t happened to the tedious Brentford 
preacher ? At the lafl general meeting of the county, 
after two hours panegyric on himfelf, he drove away 
the honed freeholders, with declarations that they 
came there to hear the buiineG of the county dif- 
cufied, and not to be tired with fulfome accounts of 
Mr. Home's meritorious adlions, accounts as abfurd as 
they were falfe. The very mention of the Mile-End 
meetings ought to remind him of the mad rant of 
dying his black coat rediaith bloody and his promife of 
kicking and cujfing the impoftor^ not of din me 
with him. 

The parfon fays, " That Mr. Adarr, as a faithful 
<< counfely ihould have informed the Antigallicans, that 
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•* when a flierlff refufcs to make a return to a writ, 
••there are methods to procure a legal return without 
" him.'* I deflre him to produce a flngie inftance, 
where the coroner, or any other officer of the county, 
can adt, except to execute a procefs againil the fheriff, 
or to impanel a jury in a caufe where the iheriff is 
interefted. If the iheriff is difobedient to a lawful 
command, he will be punifhed. If he ihould happen 
to die, the houfe of Commons muft wait rill there is a 
new (heriflF. The parfon goes on with his wonted 
infolence, •* Mr. Adair ought t^ kn^w^ that the (heriff 
'' is an officer in the election, from whom, as from 
** other officers, a ready obedience is expeded to the j 
*' competent jurifdidion under which be ads ; that i 
'' where the jurifdidlion is competent, the officer muft i 
*' obey, and cannot do wrong ; his orders arehis jufti* 
** fication ; and difobeying he cannot do right." This 
is new and falfe doArine, Suppofe a writ upon a 
miftaken fuggeflion comes to the (herifF for the elec- 
tion of a knight of a (hire, in the room of John 
Glynn, Efq. deceajed. The (heriff {(l^ Mr. Glynn 
alive before him. Is he to obey the writ ? Are h'u 
orders bis juj^tfication P By obeying does he not do 
nvrcngP By difobeying does he not do right ? The cafes 
alluded to are parallel. No vacancy ^luas naade by 
Mr. Glynn, no vacancy can be made by Mr. Luttrell. 
Eveii the death of Mr. Luttrell can have no more 
cffcdon the legal rights ofeledion in the county of 
Middlefex than the death of Buckhorfe. The objec- 
tions'dfawn from the demife of the crown, or thedif- 
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fbludon of" the parliament, conclude as (Irongly again ft 
Mr. Oliver's being (heriff for the city as Mr. Wilkes. 

The illiberality of the attack on a young gentle- 
man of Mr. Adair's merit, and in his profeifion, is 
charafteriftical of Mr. Home. 

The Deferter is very angry that Mr. Wilkes did 
not, on the Tuefday, pay his compliments to Mr. 
Oliver in the Tower. He fays, " The public are left 
** to conclude either that Mr. Oliver has not made the 
** fame noble Hand, &c. with the Lord-mayor; or 
" that he is not now in the Tower; or that the gen- 
** tlemen of the aiTociation difapproved Mr. Oliver's 
** conduft ; or that they were fo forgetful as to pafs 
** him by." The public are too judicious to adopt 
either of thefe four ^ife reafons. Another immedi- 
ately occurs. Mr. Wilkes, as grand -prefident, went 
with the Antigallicans to the Lord-mayor to defire 
his lordftiip to accept the prefidentfhip of the enfuing 
year, hecaufe he had made a noble ftand, &c. There 
was no direftion from the Sodety about Mr. Oliver. 
I fuppofe that gentleman's condudl to Mr. Wilkes, 
either as a public or private man, defer vcd no per- 
y^/f^/ compliment, beyond the line of duty. His at- 
tempts on the Alderman's common -council by his 
agent, Mr. Lovell, are not yet forgotten, nor a few 
other little anecdotes. Another falfhood is, ** That 
•* Mr. Wilkes walked backwards and forwards among 
** the trees in the interval.'* This writer never tells 

4 

truth, VitTi in the nJereft trifles. Mr. Wilkes came 
dircdlly to the Lord oiayor's apartments, and from 

U 
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tbence as diredly proceeded to Mile-End, after he hzi 
finifhed his commiflion. The Deferter fays, *' Mr. 
** Wilkes might as well have delivered his fhort fpeech 
" to the gentlemen at the Ship Tavern." What, 
when the purport and tenor were to defire the Lord- 
mayor* s leave to nominate him as grand -prefident of 
the enfuing year ? This remark favours more of foUy 
than of knavery. The Deferter afcribes it to Mr. 
Wilkes, *• That you will generally find that thU ward 
" and that ward, with their maces and beadles, &c. 
*' waited on the Lord-mayor with this and that ad- 
*' drefs, to which his lord(hip made fuch and fuch 
*' anfwers ; but you will feldom find any addrefs to 
" or anfwer from Mr. Alderman Oliver." I have 
examined the papers, and I find as many addreflet to 
Mr. Alderman Oliver as to the Lord-mayor, although 
not quite fo many anfwers, nor quite fo civil, as that 
to the Committee for inftance. The reafon I take to 
be, that the Lord-mayor is always on the fpot, and 
makes his own anfwers. The Alderman is to fum- 
mon his fecretary, the prieft, from a diftant fwhif* 
table, and in the interval the opportunity is frequently 
loft. In this bufinefs of the printers, Mr. Oliver has 
a6led honcftly, Mr. Home treacheroufly. He be- 
trayed the public caufe, becaufe Mr. 7ownfend would 
not a6l in it, as he liad not the fupport of any great 
man. 

The Deferter fays, '* Mr. Oliver knows the im- 
** poftor and his defigns, and will not either abet or 
" conceal his roguery, or be involved in his difgrace, 
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*' or truft his charafter in fuch treacherous hands." 
Mr. Oliver is dared to reveal all he knows of Mr. 
Wilkes, fo is Mr. Home. The truth will do Mr. 
Wilkes the higheft honour : falfhood will cover his 
enemies with difgrace. He calls upon them to tell 
all they know. He challenged Mr. Home to this 
publicly at the laft meeting of the Bill of Rights, 
but had no reply. In the Public Advertifer of Nov. 
15, with his name to the paper, he addreffed thefe 
words to Mr. Home: " I call upon you to fpeak out 
" in pkin terms, to ftatc your fedb fairly and fully, 
•* and to fet your name to the charges you bring. 
*• You Ihall then have an anfwer, and a proof that 
** truth and Tare a match for any two " Has the 
parfon ever replied a fingle word to this hour ? Mr. 
Oliver pafled generally two days in every week with 
Mr* Wilkes in the King's Bench for the two years he 
was in prison, and has been very frequently with Mr. 
Wilkes before and fince. Let him fhew a fmgle^ri- 
he has difcovered in Mr. Wilkes's public condud. 
He knows he cannot with truth, and he will not, £' 
truft, either bring a fiilfc charge, or equivocate. 

It is endleis. Sir, to go through the falfhoods of the 
Deferter. Seijeant Glynn yefterday publicly denied 
what is mentioned of him, fo did Mr. Wilkes the pre- 
tended declarations he is (aid to have made about the 
prefent Lord-mayor. 

The Freeholders^ book is a moil important article. 
The preient book is known to be fcandaloufly defi- 
cient, and veiy incorrcdl. A new one has longbeen 
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wiihed. I hope the conftables will be made to da 
their duty, and that the next iheri£i will not negled 
their*s. This b the greateft fervice can be done the 
county, and the fureft way to prevent the packing rf 
juries f at which the minifterial agents are now very, 
expert, from their perfed knowledge of the prefenC 
book. I have never heard any reafon aligned why Mr. 
Townfend and Mr. Sawbridge did not prepare a new 
book in their iherifFalty. 

Mr. Wilkes is charged by the Deferter with " chang- 
" ing a generous public fociety into a fponge to be 
'* fqueczed only into his pocket/* and that now he 
fee^ '' men recoil^ He knows all the manoeuvres 
employed. The pretext was the refiriQi'ue refolu- 
tion, yet not one of the feceders moved the reftal of 
that rcfolution, but the dijfolution of the Society, The 
other propofition furely ought to have been tried firft. 
Several gentlemen accepted a public truft, received 
large benefadions from the public, then came on a fixed 
time with a declared refolution of diffolving the So- 
ciety before any account was, or could be given, to 
the public. The reftriSi've refolution was afterwards 
repealed at the motion of Mr. Wilkes, and would 
probably before at the motion of any of the feceders, 
but they declared they 'would have the Society dif- 
folved, and cared for nothing elfe. Some of their 
own friends then recoiled on them, and the queftion 
was loft. 

The Deferter talks of the prince of a phalanx. 
What, or who, is the prince of a phalanx ? The 
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parfon well knows the prince of darhnefs ; will he 

make the darknefi of that ftrangc expreffion 'vifibU to 

1^ ' us ? He talks ridiculoufly of Mr. Wilkes's fiandard^ 

• when Mr. Wilkes himfelf fights under another y?^2«//- 

• ardy the ftandard of Liberty and the PeopUy defpifing 
I all little fa6lions and private cabals. 

Is Mr. Wilkes the creature of any ^r^^/ w/z/sr/* But 
is it not a fair queftion to Mr. Home, Mr. Tout:nfendy 
and a very few more, Cujum pecus F an Malagridee ? 
The Deferter moft profanely in a common news- 
paper brings in " the voice of the eternal God, to 
** whom the fecrets of all hearts are open.*' Does 
this par/on really believe in God ? Or does he, like 
Mr. Samuel Vaughan, only bring liis Maker on the 
fcene for the moll fhameful purpofes of felf-intereft 
andprivate ambition ? A& Mr. Alderman Oliver what 
he has heard on this fubjedl, long before the prefent 
conteji? Afk Mr. Robert Jones, Mr^ Charles Martyn, 
Tiilr. Wilkes, &c. ' It was referyed for the prefent age 
to produce t'wo fuch new monfters, ilranger than any 
the Nile ever faw, the atheiji parfon^ and the pie- 
thodifi banvd. 

The parfon adds, " Mr. Wilkes with a fcandalous 
'** and fulfome flattery calls the voice of the people the 
"** 'voice of God,'^^ whom he falfly affertls that Mr. 
"Wilkes ridicules. Afterwards he iiiys, ** Let Mr. 
** Wilkef learn to fufpcft that there may be more 
" under fianding in the people colleftively than he has 
** hitherto fuppofed.'*'* I will leave this profligate 
pVieil to reconcile fo manifeft a contradidion. In 
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anfwer to what be caUs a fiandaicus andfulfonufiid 
iery, I (lull give him the kae words of the Declare 
tioH of the nobility f gentry ^ and commonalty^ affemhh 
at Nottingham in 1 688, to affift the prince ofOremp 
drawn up by the great Lord Somers, *' We doul 
'* not of all honeft mens aifillance, and humbly hop 
*' for and implore the great G<ixi*fi protedion, th; 
'* turneth the hearts of his people, as pleaieth hij 
*' bed ; it having been obferved that people can nev* 
«< be of one mind without his infpiration, which hal 
'* in all ages confirmed that obfervaUon, Vox fc 
•* FULi EST vox Dei." 

STEADY. 



To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

S I R, 

THE reafoning of A Deserter in the Publ 
Advertifer of laft Friday filled my mind with vci 
llrong fufpicions concerning the fairnefs and integrit 
of your condu6l towards the public : Indead of th; 
•« opennefs of a frank nature," which you have m( 
dellly given to yourfelf in feverai letters figned wit 
your name, I thought I could perceive in your m« 
fures all the low arts and litde cunning which chara 
terize the modern JefFeries. However I waited f< 
your explanation ; and feeing a promife of Stead 
in anfwer to a Deserter, I concluded, by yoi 
taking ibrse days for a reply, that I fliould ycfleids 
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have feen fuch a one as would ac leafl have made me 
admire yoar ingenuity, if not approve your conduft. 
You have difappointed me. Sir, for the lafl time. 
I find 

** 'T18 highefl Heaven's qommand, 
*' That fordid aims fhould folly's paths purfue ; 

*' That what enflavcs the heart (hould curb the hand, 
•* And virtue*8 faithlefs foes be falfc to wifdom too.'* 

Inftead of a defence, you treat us with the coarfeft 
language, and the moft virulent unfupported charges 
againft Mr. Home. What have the livery of Lon- 
don, or the freeholders of Middlefex, to do with Mr. 
Home or his charaftjsr ? He fhall, if you pleafe, unite 
in himfelf all thofe inconMencies with which you 
charge him. 

He Ihall be an atheill, and a jefuit, and a proteflant 
at the fame time : 

He ihaH be the creature of Malagrida, and yet 
dine with Col. Luttrell : 

He fhall be the moil profligate man on earth, and 
yet of fo ferious a difpofition as never to laugh: 

He fhall be carried headlong by a blind paflion for 
revenge, and yet be guided only by views of private 
interefl : 

He (ball be fo ignorant and fenfelcfs as to have 
brought home with him only the vices of Italy, and 
left it's policy behind ; in fhort, fo ftupid an la go in 
€rapei as to be able 10 fuccecd only with xkitfoolip 
^tntUman Roderigo ; and yet capable by his intrigues 

U 4 
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and cabals to throw a whole Society into difcord anj 
confufion, and by arts of treachery and fraootb- 
tongued falfhood to embroil the firmeft friendfliips. 

To fum up all, the friendOiip of this creature (if 
fuch a creature could cxift) fhall be the ** greateft blef- 
•* fir.g and honour of your life ;" and (hall be declared 
to be (o by you who draw this monltrous pi^ure. 

But what is all thb to us or to the prefent quef- 
tion ? If you wifh to obtain the affiftance of one fen- 
fible man upon the prefent occafion, you muft con- 
vince his underflanding by cool arguments on the 
fubjed:, and not by foohlh raving againft a poor, pri- 
vate, infignificant country parfon. The buiinefs lays 
in a (hort compafs : i , It was your duty firll to have 
taken the ftnfe of your conftituents, the generous 
freeholders of Middlefex, and to have enquired whe- 
ther they had any reafons to wi(h you fhould at this 
tin:ie be a candidate for the office of iherifF: 2. Aft^ 
you had received tbejr inflrudions on this nice point 
which fo materially afFeds them, and had at leail ob- 
tained their con/ent, you would then have done well 
to have offered your own reafons fairly to the livery 
of London why they fhould at this time eledl you. 

Is this the inethod you have purfued ? Very far 
from it. You have moft ungratefully negledled the 
duty which you owe to the one,* and mofl fhamefuUy 
attempted a grofs impofition on the other. 

To the freeholders you have no excufe : you have 
had time enough to colled their opinions individually. 
When you firll went into the King's Bengh, you 1^^ 
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jpented particularly to your conflituents, that you 
were deprived of the fatisfadioQ of returning perfon- 
ally to each freeholder your thanks for the favours 
conferred ; when you came out of the King's Bench, 
your addreiOTes and declarations reprefented you as 
ready to fly on the wings of gratitude to difcharge at 
leafl this debt of thanks. How little conformable have 
your words been to your adlions ! You have now 
been upwards of a twelvemonth at liberty; but inilead 
of difcharging this old debt, you were all the fummer, 
attended by two or three French fervants, running 
about from watering-place to watering-place, to Tun- 
bridge, to Margate, to Brighthelnciftone, &c. contrad- 
ing new debts, and meanly borrowing from hand to 
mouth, the fums fufficient to carry you from diveriion 
to diversion; whilfl overloaded as you were with 
debts, you had at the fame time a town-houfe and a 
-conntry-houfe, and your daughter at Paris, all to be 
fupported at the public expence; by the fubicrip- 
tions of honeft men who walked on foot, and who for 
your (ake denied themfelves and their families, not 
only the luxuries, but fo^ie of them, the convenien- 
cies of life. Sir, when your bed friends have urged 
.you to honeft actions ahd to a tolerable ceconomy, 
{which in other men would have been deemed an ex« 
ttravagance) you have often replied, that *' Every maa 
*' has a charader of his own ; and that Csefar and 
f* Cardinal de Retz owed millions for each of your 
** hundreds.*' Very well ! If it is neccflary for the 
^onRfitmy of. Mf* Wilkes's charader that he ihould 
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rot fulfil even this eafy promife, nor pay even this 
poor debt of thanks, if it will be accepted, let tbat 
be yocr cxcafc. It will then follow that you could 
not take tht fcnfe of the county individually ; but 
why could you not call a ntieethig of the county, and 
take the fenfe of the freeholders colle^vely ? 

Have yoa the fooliih hope to palm upon the public 
the fenfe of a meeting of unapprized Antigall leans for 
the fcnfe of the county of Middlefcx? The free- 
holders, Sir, have not all of them, an underllanding 
enlightened like that of Sir Jofeph Mawbey ; and the 
niniiby will as eaiily be able to perfuade us that the 
296 placemen who chofe Mr. Luttrell haVe given 
a real reprefentatrue to the comity, as that the vote 
of 142 AntigalUcanSf with the new enitghuned free- 
bolder Sir Jofeph at their head, has declared the resd 
fenfe of the county. 

When I confider that you have not always kq)t 
company only with Sir Jofeph Mawbey and Mr. 
Cro(by, I am at a lofs to guefs from whom you have 
coUefted your opinion of the nnderftanding of man- 
kind ; or how you could poflibly imagine, that the 
pretences oiz freeholders* book, and making no return 
to a <writy would impoi'e upon the livery of London. 
It Teems at laft, by your oWn confeffion, your won- 
derful feats about the freeholders'* book are confined to 
•* maJiing the confiabies do their duty^ 

Your promife of a wilful rcfiifal to make a retarh 
to a writ is fomething more ferious ; becaufe upon 
your entrance into the office of iheriff you mud sot 
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only promife but fwcar, that *^ycu wiTI truly RExuRtif 
^^ ailibe kii^'^snuritiy If Mt. Adair had know^n 
this, he wottld forely have forewarned yoa of this 
oath ; nor woiM he have concealed from you or t!h*e 
Antigallicans the fiatates of 8 Hen. 6. c. 7. and 
23 Hen. 6. c 14. If you fhould be chofen IbftrifF 
«nd fdfil your promifey you ntrft be wilfally "ptt^ 
}ured ; and you will, by the ftatutes I have 4E|uot6dy 
incur the penaky of two handred pounds ; one to thb 
king, and the other to febn who (hall fue^ and ybft 
wiH HkewHe fuffer a year's impriibnnaent. 

I exped from the hardinefs of the £dAioods yefter« 
day given under the fignatore of SrsAor, that yob 
will three days hence deny what I have quoted to bt 
pait of the flierif^s oath, or that there are any fuck 
ftatutes. It will be in vain. Sir. Your poHcyb now 
known to be as kimvifii as your i^ot icibs will fhortly 
be difcovered to be in the city. 

A Freeholder of Middlesex, 

April 3p« 



Tuefday, April 30. 

YOUR correfpondent of this day, or Ml*. Horttt^ 
who figns a Freeholder of Middiefex^ has groisly im- 
pofed upon yon and the pubKc. He fays, ** Mr, 
'* Wilkes upon entrance Into the office of Sheriff muft 
•* not only promife, butfwear, be fwill truly RBTtJRN 
«* all the king's writs. If Mr. Adair had kndwn 
[' this, he would fiireiy have fbrewaraed Mr. Wilkes 
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*' of this oath.** Afterwards he adds, that he expedls, 
*' from the hardinefs of the falfhoods ydkerday given 
** under the fignature of Steady ^ that he wiU three days 
** hence deny what I have qaoted to be part of the 
" Sheriff's oath," and " If Mr. Wilkes fulfils his 
." promife (about the 'writ) he muft be wilfully pcr- 
'*jared, incur a penalty of 200 1. &c. &c*' The 
impudence of this, and the attempt to impofib in fo 
barefaced a manner on mankind, are hitherto un- 
|>aralleled. There are no such words in the 

OATH TAKEN BT THE SHERIFFS OF LONDOV. 

/The town-cIerk*8 office has been examined, and the 
city's original book of oaths been fearched. The oath 
only fpeaks of not returning the writs till they 
have beenjbewn to the Mayor ^ &c. It is printed faith- 
fully in " Sir William Mildmay's method and rale of 
'* proceeding upon all eledlions, polls and fcrutinies 
*' at common- halls and wardmotes within the city of 
** London.. Appjendix, /. 19. printed at London, 
** 1768." ** The mirits that to you come touching the 
** Jiate and franchife of this city you Jhall not return 
** till you have Jhe^^ed them to the Mayor and the 
* * council of this city for the time beings and of thtm 
V hanje ad'vifement,^^ No other mention is made of 
writs in the Sheriff's oath. I believe a more ihame- 
ful impofition was never attempted. What are we now 
to think of a caufe, and a man, to be ferved by fuch 
infamy as iht faljifying a folemn oath ? 

Jn the account of the Mile- End meeting of Anti- 
gallicans it is faid that Mr. Wilkes declared, " If Mr. 
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** Luttrell fhould vacate his pretended feat, and a new 
•* pretended writ fhould iffac, he would pay no obc- 
** dience to it, nor call the county together in confe- 
•* quence of an a^ void in itfelf, for it muft piocced 

on a falfe fuppofition, on the lying pretext of Mr. 

Luttreirs having a legal feat, &c/' Might not the 
Sheriff endorfe the whole fpecial matter on the back 
of it, and thus return the njorit ? Are there any wofd» 
in the oath againd fuch a mode of proceeding ? 

Your correfpondent mentions an anfwer to him 
** Three days hence," and " Steady s taking three 
*' days for a reply." I believe Steady rather came 
too foon for Mr. Home. Which of the charges has 
he yet ventured to deny ? I will give him three months 
to dear up the affair of Sir Jofeph Mawbey's thret 
bank-notes. The Deferter appeared laft Friday. The 
three columns of Steady s anfwer could not be got into 
Satturday^s paper from the pre-engagement of the prin- 
ter. He therefore announced it for Monday^ when 
it appeared for the inflrudtion of the little flock at 
Brentford. 

He afks, " What have the livery of London to do 
*' with Mr. Home?" I am fure they neither have, 
nor wifh to have, any thing to do with him. It was 
therefore flrangely unbecoming in one of his friends 
to bring, in Mr. Home's hand-nvrittng, to the com- 
mittee appointed to aflifl the Lord-mayor and two 
Aldermen, a letter propofed to be fent from them to 
Mr. Oliver, when at the fame time he himfelf was 
brought to own that it was mad and ahfurd. 
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He talks of Mr. Home a» " a poor, prirate, 
•* infignificant country par/omy Why- does he not 
then attend the duties of this tnmtry pari/h ? Has he 
not a cure of fouls ? When a clergyman himfelf ap- 
points the day for the chriflening of a gentleman's 
child, and neither, comes in perfon* nor takes care of 
another to do his duty, nor fends an excufc, he is 
guilty and infolent. When he leaves his pari(h, and 
in the morning goes to a tavern, and, among bottles 
and glafTes, jumpi on a table to harangue on a bulinefs 
in the deciiion of which he has no vote, he becomes 
at once impertinent and ridiculous. 

I fuppofe Steady once thought Mr. Hornc an angel 
pf lights for he fays to him, Hovj art thou fallen, 
•^, Lucifer! 

Another Freeholder of Middlesex* 



To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

A N D fo. Sir, Mr. Home has flill greater crimes 
to anfwer for than atheijm^ robbery ^ and the vice of 
Italy. He has. gone farther; he has even neglcdlcd 
the duty of his church ; he has not chriflened the chil- 
dren, and he jumps upon tavern tables amongft bottles 
and glafibs. You may fafely give him three months 
more to clear up theie matters, after he has accounted 
for Sir Jofcph's three -bank-notes. Well, let him look 
to himielf ; till he can- procure your certificate of his 
piety, I promife you iie ihali not have my vote to be 



( 303 ) 

chaplain to the Lord-mayor. Let us keep at prefent 
to the point in quellion. You have given a part of 
the oath taken by the Sheriffs of London at Guildhall, 
but you have not given the oath taken by the Sheriff 
of Middlefex at the Exchequer. In DaltotCs Sheriff 
^wcry reader may fee the words I have quoted in the 
oath taken by all the Sheriffs of England ; the fame 
which I underftand the Sheriff of Middlefex takes in 
the Exchequer, But even if this oath were away, 
there is a part of the oath taken by the Sheriffs of 
London at Guildhall, which anfwers the fame purpofe. 
It is this — *• Ye Ihall well and lawfully keep the (hires 
** of London and Middlefex ; and the ojfices that to 
** the fame Jhires appertain to be done ^well and laijcfully^ 
^* je fball do after your ivit and poiver.''^ 

1 fhall not be furprized if you, Sir, fhould deny 
thefe words to be in the oath ; or if you (hould trick- 
ingly fay the Sheriff of Middlefex does not take this 
oath of the Sheriffs of London, 

Dahon'j S her if and Sir William Mildmafs book 
will fatisfy all thofe who wifh to be informed ; and in 
Dalton they will fee the method of punifhing hy law 
thofe who xasktfalfiy infufjicienty Or no returns. 
May 3. A Freeholder. OF Middlesex, 



To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Friday, May j, 

I N your letter of Tuefday, figned A Freeholder 
tif Middlefex t you lay to Mr. Wilkes, *f^ Upon your 
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entrance into the office of Sherif you xnuil not only 
promife but fwear thatjrmt wiV/ tm/j return aUtte 
king*s 'writs. If Mr. Adair had known this, he 
«« would furely have forewarned you of this oath." 
Afterwards you add/' If you ihoald be chofen Sheriff, 
" and fulfil your promife, you muft be wilfully per- 
''jured;'* and, with an air of triumph, you fay^ 
** I expedl from the hardinefs of the falfhoods yefter- 
** day given under the fignature of Steady , that yea 
*' will t&ree days hence deny what I have quoted to 
" be part of the Sheriff's oath." Now, Sir, I en- 
dofe an attefled copy of the Sheriff's oath, and you 
are reduced to the dilemma, cither of pointing out 
the words you have quoted, or of flanding convifled 
of having falfified the SherifTs oath. Js it your 
proof of Mr. Adair 5 ignorance, that he does not 
know all yowx forgeries ? 

In your letter of this day you quote Dalton and 
Sir miliam Mildviay : " In Dakon's Sheriff every 
** reader may fee the words I have quoted in the oath 
" taken by all the Sheriffs of England ; the fame <which 
" / underjland the Sheriff of Middlefex takes in the 
** Exchequer ;" and aftcrvvards, " Dalton* s Sheriff 
" and S'xTJVilliani Mildv-afs hook will fatisfy all thofe 
" who wi(h to be informed.'* I have not Dalton ; 
but I will give you proof, damning proof from your 
other book. Sir William Mildmay : " The Sheriffs 
*• eledl mufl be careful to attend in perfon at the eve 
*» of Michaelmas-day, even though that fhould hap- 
** pen to be Sunday, at the court of Huflings at Guild- 
** hall, and there tcike the ancient oath of office unto 
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*' tie citizens of London, and not that oath which is 
*• prefcribed by the 3d of George I. chap. 15, to be 
** taken by all other Sheriffs j for, as the Sheriffs of 
•* London are eleded, and not conftituted by letters- 
•* patent, they are excufed from taking any oaths unto 
** the king, excepting thofe of allegiance and fu- 
** premacy." Page 160. 

Now, Sir, for your fubterfuge about the Exchequer. 
The fame Sir William Mildmay fays, " It is particu- 
*' larly provided, by the charters of Edward I. and 
•' Charles I. that the Sheriff's of London Jhall not he 
*• compelled to take k^Y oath at the Exchequer, 
** except upon yielding up their accounts.'* Page 
161. What fubterfuge have you now for Monday ? 
What new proof will you give the world of your 
accuracy^ or good faith ? 

Another Freeholder of Middlesex. 

The foUowing is an exaft COPY of the OATH 
taken by the Sheriffs of London and Middle/ex 
annually on the 28th day of September. 

Y E (hall fweare that ye flialbe good and true 
unto our foveraigne lord the king of Great Britain, 
and vnto his heires and fuccefTors, and the fraunchife 
of the citty of London, within and without ye fhall 
&ue and maynetayne to your power. And ye fliall 
^ell and lawfully kepe the fhires of London and Mid- 
dlefex, and th'offices that to the fame (hires pertayne 
to be done well and lawfully ye (hall doe after your 
v^itt and power, and right ye (hall doe as well to 

X 
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poore as riche. And good cuftome ye (batl none 
breake, ne evil cuHome arrere. And th^affize of 
breade, ale, and all other vidaalls within the fraun- 
chife of this citty and without, well and lawfblly ye 
ihall kepe, and doe to be kept. And the judgements 
and execucons of your courte ye (hall not tary without 
caufe reafonable, ne right fhall ye none dilbirbe. 
And the writs that to you come towching the ftate 
and fraunchife of this citty, ye fhall not returne till ye 
haue (hewed them to the maior and the counfell of 
this dtty, for the tyme being, and of them haue ad- 
vifement. And ready ye fhalbe at reafonable wamyng 
of the maior for keping of the peace and mayn- 
tayning the ftate of this citty, and all other things 
that longen to your office, and the keping of the (aid 
fhires lawfully ye fhall doe by you and yours. And 
the citty ye fhall kepe from harme afier your power 
and the fhire of Middlefex, ne the goale of Newgate 
ye fhall not lett to ferme. As God you help. 

A true copy, examined by me, 

JAMES HODGES, 



To Mr. JOHN HORN E. 

SIR, 

I N your letter of yefterday yon promife to give 
the public a hiflory of the commencement, progrefs 
and conclufion of the intercourfe between you and 

Mr. Wilkes. 
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This hi/lory is expelled, and it is alfo expefled that 
you (for once) aft the part of a faithful hiftorian, in 
which cafe it is apprehended you will derive but little 
honour from your work. 

But you are defired to give the pubh'c alfo an ac- 
count of the comraencement of your intercourfe with 
Mr. Townfend ; in which account it is hoped you 
will not forget f^e curious charafler you gave of that 
gentleman to thofe of your then acquaintance^ to 
whom you introduced him. 

You may enrich your narrative by way of eplfodc 
(or give it as a digreifion to relieve your readers) with 
a Iketch of the Middlefcx conteft between Glynn and 
Proftor ; and after (for the hundredth time) enume- 
rating your own fervices, you may Hate the charader 
you gave of the worthy lawyer, which you finifhed 
by faying, ytm kne^uo not <whicb njuas moji contemptihle^ 
bis head or his heart. 

You may alfo, when you ftate the conclufion of the 

intercourfe between you and Mr, Wilkes, inform the 

public whether you took offence at any, and what 

part of Mr. Wilkes's public condud ; whether you 

were thereby induced to conclude your intercourfe with 

him, or whether you have not been drawing to that 

conclufion ever fince your acquaintance with Mr. 

Townfend, and whether you did not at that per icd 

frequently declare, that the caufi luouidrife^ but that 

Mr. fFilkes MUST fall 5 fir that he had an opinion 

of his own, hut that others ivere now found, lefs able 

indeed, but much nwre duilile. 

X 2 
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In the courfe of your hifiory I oiay fumKh yoQ 
with other hints for the improvement of it. 
Your Old Correfpondenty 

May 17. S C O U R G E, 



Anecdotes relative to Wilkes andHoRNE. 

WHEN the Scotch junto had failed in their re- 
peated attempts upon the life of Mr. Wilkes, through 
the cowardice of a Talbot *,— the help of a good 
conditution dunng his clofe confinement in the Tower, 
in extreme hot weather, and a very fmall room, with- 
out permiiHon to open a window for air; —the hair' 
breadth efcape of the premeditated bullet of Samuel 
Martin ^ ; — and (if pojjible) the bafer hands of the 
affafTins Dunn and Forbes ^ ; — they had recourfe to 
that vile art and cunning which has ever charaderifed 
that perfidious nation.^— Dr. Demaimbray ^, a Swifs 

> Lord Talbot, who is still Lord-fteward of his majefty^s 
houfhold. 

^ Samuel Martin, treafurer to the Princefs-Dowager of 
Wales; joool. a-year in prefent, and 1000 !• in reverfion. 

« The fon of a Scotch rebel, made a Colonel in the Portu- 
guefe fervice, by particular recommendation of our court* 

** A Swifs fchoolmafter. He inftni^ed the king in spil- 
ling and the mathematics; for which, and other fer- 
vicfs, he enjoys places in the cuftoms, ice, to the amount of 
ne^r 2000 1. a-year, in exprefs violation of the z€t of our glo- 
rious deliverer, King William, which declares, that «' No fo- 
reigner /hall enjoy any office of truft, civil or n>ilitary." The 
fame ail fettled the crown upon the prcfeat royal family, 1701. 
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hy birth, and who, by fome ftrange fatality, was, 
and isjitll^ too near the perfon of our fovereign, and 
always much careiTed by Lord Bute and his party, 
was applied to, to find out a proper perfon to fend over 
as 2ifpy upon Mr. Wilkes's condu£l, then at Paris. A 
very proper one immediately prefented himfelf, his 
brother 'in- lawi}^ the Reverend Mr, Homey mini ft er of 
Ne^- Brentford. But to carry the plan into execution 
with more certainty of fuccefs, and to get introduced 
to Mr. Wilkes's friends here, Mr. Home was diredled 
to make fome fort of publication againft Lord Bute and 
his party, which was the pamphlet Mr. Home alludes 
to, and notv calls foolijh, in his fourth letter to Mr. 
Wilkes. It was likewife agreed that there fhould be 
the llrongeft appearance of animofity between Dr. 
Demaimbray and Mr. Home. Furnifhed with thefe 
materials, the Reverend fpy called feveral times on a 
particular friend of Mr. Wilkes, and endeavoured to 
form an acquaintance with him, but that gentleman 
long refufed any communication with him ; at laft, 
however, being afiured of his integrity by an honed 
gentleman whom the parfon had previoufly deceived, 
he gave him letters of recommendation to Mr. Wilkes 
at -Paris — and here begun their acquaintance. Mr. 
Home was received with that frank nefs and civility 
by Mr. Wilkes, which naturally attend an hontll 
unfufpeding heart i and Mr. Home took every oppor- 
tunity of ingratiating himfelf into his favour. He did 
not, however. Hay long at Paris, but from Mont- 
pellier he writ Mr. Wilkes a letter, extrads of which 
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have been printed in Mr. Wilkes's anfwers to Mr. 
Home's late virulent attacks. And here I muft re- 
mark, that this was a part of thecr/^/»^/plan ; viz. 
that of cloaking his defigns upon Mr. Wilkes under 
the ollenfible abufe of his inveterate enemies ; for no 
man in his fcnfes would have written fuch a letter, 
and kept a copy of it, upon fo flight an acquaintance, 
if he had not been dffured by his employers that no 
harm fliould happen to him, and if he had not ple- 
nary indulgence for e'very thing he fliould do. Mr. 
Home never gave the lead affiftance to Mr. Wilkes 
in his canvas for the city of London ; when the party 
found Mr. Wilkes was likely to* carry the Middlefex 
eleflion, they thought it a proper time to employ 
this Machiavelian agent : He, indeed, appeared Mr, 
wakes'* s friend y but was, in reality, their fpy ; witnefs, 
amongft other things, the great care he tookof C?/(7«^/ 
Luttrclly in protecting him from the jull fury of the 
people at Brentford^ and his intimacy with him at 
pi-efeiit. When the petitions for the counties of Mid- 
dlefex and Surry were agitated, he a6led the true 
Malagrida part, pretending to fupport them, but at 
the fame time doing every thing in his power to damn 
them. His behaviour was the fame in refped to the 
remonfliances for the cities of London and Weftmin- 
Hcr; yet, notwithftanding all his art, thefe meafures, 
by the fpirit of the people, and by the aftivity of Mr. 
Wilkes and his friends, were carried into execution. 
The laudable Society of the Bill of Rights became 
tlien an objed of attention to the Scotch junto, as 
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Acre was the greateft probability that Mr. Wilkes, 
after his dilcharge from his Jong and cruel imprifon- 
ment, would be made happy and independent ; the 
parfon was ordered to fow the feeds of diiTention 
amongil the members, which he efFedled, through 
the infidelity of fome, and the timidity and inexpe- 
rience of others (to fay no worfe of the/eceding mem- 
bers.) But now comes the great, the important crijtsy 
when the grateful citizens of London are to fhew their 
regard for the undaunted hero of the caufe of public 
liberty, by elefting him to the office of Sheriff, the 
very idea of which is unfupportablej the black agent 
is now to throw off the mafk, and appear in open 
arms ; no coils are to be fpared, no more than invec- 
tives; Dr. Demaimbray and Dr. Home have fhaken 
hands; they are frequently together in the royal 
eb/er*uatoire in Richmond-Gardens, and the pri^vypurfe 
is opened i they fupped en f ami lie on Friday, together, 
when four hundred pounds were produced to pay a 
bond of the parfon's, by order of the ***♦. He is to 
be amply provided for by the crown, and at prefent 
he is quartered upon Durham to live in clover. 

• J A I R U S. 

P. S. Let thofe deny the foregoing fa6b that are 
able fo to do. Oh, citizens ! Will you be duped by 
fuch infamous traitors ? Forbid it, Heaven ! Forbid it, 
genius of England and liberty ! 

June 20* 

X4 
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Mr, Alderman WILKES'S Speech to the Live^ 
of F^oiioon, on the Declaration of the Sherifis at 
Guildhall, July 3, 1771. 

Gentlemen and Fellow-Citizens, 

I 1' H A N K )ou for the honour you have done 
me, and congratulate you on the complete triumph 
of this day over the corrupt arts of a profligate admini- 
itration, the moll barefaced bribery and daring me- 
naces, the many ihameful pradlices of the wretched 
tools of arbitrary power among us, the infolent man- 
dates of placemen, and the treachery of the pretended 
friends of liberty and their country. Your firmnefs 
and zeal have crulhed the united forces of all thofe 
who meant to enflave this great dty. I have not the 
leall doubt that the fame happy union among our- 
ftlves will always remain a firm barrier againft every 
future attack, from the concealed and infidious friend, 
or the open enemy. 

Permit me to affure you of the clofeft attention to 
every part of my duty, and the faithful difcharge of 
my ofHce. One particular only J muft entirely leave 
to my worthy colleague, as I am incapable of adting. 
Pctitiojis from this city to the Floufe of Commons 
J cannot prcibnt at the bar of that houfe, becaufe I 
am aflually a part of the reprefentative body of this 
kingdom, being one of the legal members for this 
county. The independent and fpirited freeholders 
of Middlefex have given me as clear a right to a feat 
in parliament, as the ele<^ors of any other knight of 
a ihire of [England can giv« to any gentleman. By 
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the moft atrocious injuftice of a majority, placed and 
penfioned by the venal influence of the miniiler, lam 
deprived of the enjoyment of that right, in direfl 
violation of the noble privileges of a free people. 
My legal daim however is clear, and ihall on all oc- 
caiions be fupported with fpirit. 

The Sheriffs, Gentlemen, merit all our thanks for 
their attentive, upright, and impartial behaviour 
during the courfe of a tedious poll. To a thorough 
knowledge of buflnefs they joined the utmoft fairnefs 
and candour. In the whole of their proceedings they 
have fecured the approbation of the public. Their 
condudl cannot at any time be excelled ; but I hope 
it will be equalled, at leaft by thofe who, through 
your favour, are to be their immediate fucceflbrs. 

The Speech of FREDERICK BULL, Efq. 

Gentlemen of the Livery, and Fellow- 
Citizens, 

PERMIT me to acknowledge to you the fenfe 
I have of the honour you have now called me to, 
and I cannot but think myfelf the more obliged, as 
it was unfolicited by me. 

J fhould not in thefe alarming times have waited to 
be afked to accept, could I have thought myfelf equal 
to, this important office. However, Gentlemen, as 
you have been pleafed to fix upon me, give me leave 
to afTure you, I will do every thing in my power, to 
preferve the peace, and to promote the welfare, the 
Jiooour, and independence of the city of London. 
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Mr. HORNE's Xllth Letter continued fr 

P^ge 2i6. 

G I V E you joy. Sir, The parTon of Brentferc 
tt length defeated. He no longer rules with an ; 
folute fway over the dty of London. You have 
teded his jefuitlcal deep-laid ichemes of running av 
with the monument on his back. You have refci 
the proftrate liveiy from his didatorial authori 
have congratulated them on their vi£U>ry ; and 
ilored to them a perfedl liberty— of doing whate 
J9U pleafe. The poor parfon has been buffeted on 
huftings where he did not appear, and hifled out 
playhoufes which he never entered ; he has been ft 
down in the flreets, and exalted to a conspicuous c 
ner with the pope and the devil in the print-ihoj 
and finally^ to complete the triumph over this mig 
adverfary, you have caufed him to be burnt in effi; 

After all this outcry, no doubt, you imagine 

there is 
N» poet acquainted <with more Jhahings and quaking, 
Tonuards the latter end of his neiu play 
(When he*s in that cafe that he ftands peepiJig '*t'wi. 
Curtains fo fearfully that a bottle of ale 
Cannot be open d but he thinks fomehody hijfes) 
^han 1 am at this inftant. 

Formerly thefe arts ufed to be praftifed againl 
miniiler of ftate, or at Icaft againfl fome perfon wh 
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wealth and power might afford a pretence for fufpicioit 
of undue influence ; but if fo infigniiicant a name as 
mine can, by paragraphs, &c. be made important 
enough to fcare them with apprehenfions for their in- 
dependence, you will never waflt a bugbear for the 
livery. You are heartily welcome to the ufe you have 
made of it, and I (hall freely forgive you a repetition 
of the fame indignities, as long as you confine them 
to the news-papers and effigy : But, alas! all the 
honours and preferments you have heaped upon me 
have likewife been only in effigy : His grace of Grafton 
invites me to no conference; Lord North admits 
me to no levee j the Exchequer with-holds my pen- 
iion ; and the bifhop of Durham will not let me touch 
one farthing of my quarterage. So that I have no- 
thing left to confole me but the fupport of the Shel* 
bume faftion, the recovery of my old clothes, the 
fubfcriptions I have pocketed, and Sir Jofeph's three 
bank-notes. 

When firft I began my public correfpondence with 
you, I engaged to give an account of the commence- 
ment, progrefs and conclnfion of the in tercourfe between 
us $ becaufe, from the circumflances of the relation, 
honefl men of any tolerable difcemment will be able 
to form a judgment how fer they ought, and how 
far they ought not to fupport you. You engaged on 
your part to give a full anfaoer to every charge I 
ihould bring. 1 mean to keep my promife ; and though 
I thought it proper to forbear the profecution of it 
during the city ele6Uon, I (ball now proceed ; The 
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deep refcarches, laborioas iludy, and prodigious fci- 
ence nccelTary to qualify you for the office of SheriiF, 
will excufe you from giving any anfwer ; and leave 
you at liberty to lye anonymoufly in the news-papers 
without detection. 

When the motion was made at the London Tavern 
of •* No NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS fof tjie futurc for 

ANY OTHER PURPOSE WHATaOEVER, Until'ALL 

the debts of John Wilkes, £fq. (liould be fully dif- 
** charged,** after a paufe of fome minutes, Mr. 
*— rofe, and faid he had waited in momentary ex- 
pediation that Mr. Wilkes would have taken the op- 
portunity to entreat his friend to withdraw a motion 
fo fatal to the reputation both of Mr. Wilkes and the 
Society : He exprefled his amazement that Mr. 
Wilkes could filently hear a meafure propofed which 
could produce nothing but difgrace to both ; but he 
faid it was impoflible Mr. Wilkes could continue filent 
upon the fubjedl, unlefs he was willing it (hould be 
underftood that this attempt to impofe upon the pub- 
lic and the Society proceeded from himfelf. Mr. 
— faid, that fmce the fubfcription for Mr. Bingley 
had very much offended Mr. Wilkes, and was the 
avowed reafon of this motion to prevent any *' New 
** fubfcriptions for the future for any other purpofe 
*• whatfoever," he would endeavour to fatisfy them 
of the propriety of that fubfcription, and the impro- 
priety of the prefent motion: Mr. Bingley had above 
a year before repeatedly fent petitions to the Society, 
Aviiich Mr. -— had as often deferred, in expectation 
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of finlfhing Mr. Wilkes's affairs, and from a defire 
that nothing might interfere to prevent it ; but when 
it was evident that a party was formed to avoid com- 
ing to any conclufion, even after three years atten- 
tion to that iingle obje£t, it would have been cruel 
to the poor man to have deferred any longer the ge- 
nerous intentions of feveral gentlemen towards him. 
But there was a much (Ironger reafon than private 
compaflion againft any ferther delay ; the freedom of 
the prefs was materially concerned in moving the fub- 
fcription for Bingley at the laft meeting. Mr. -— 
faidy he was forry to be forced to mention tranfaAions 
* which ought to be kept fecret, and to explain motives 
which ought to be underftood but not expreffed in large 
companies ; however, that rather than fee his inten- 
tions of public good defeated by this refiridii've re- 
foiution^ he would tell them his chief motive for 
moving the fubfcription at the lafl meeting : Mr. — — 
faid, he had fome fmall time fince received information 
from an authority which he could not doubt, that a 
certain great perfonage had converfed with the elder 
Onflwu at St. James's near half an hour ; that in that 
converfation it was mentioned to Mr. Onflow as matter 
of furprize, that the Houfe of Commons permitted 
their debates to be publiflied ; and it was aflced, if it 
was ever fuffered before, and why fomething was not 
done to prevent it ? This quefUon from fuch a perfon 
was well underftood to be an order ; and after the re- 
peated failures of Lord Mansfield in the courts of law, 
both by information and attachment, it was eafy to fee 
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whither they would next have recoarfe to deftroy the 
freedom of the prefs. It was plain Mr. Onflow under- 
ftood it ; for foon after, on tYi^ fifth of February ^ his 
coufin, iht younger Onjlonvy made a motion in the Houfe 
of Commons, that an order of that houfe againft print- 
ing any part of the debates fliould be read and entered 

amongft the minutes of that day. Mr. faid, this 

was a confimation to him of his intelligence, and en- 
creafed his fufpicions of what was to follow ; he faid, 
he had therefore YiiiaitM purpofely caufed to be inferred 
in the Middlefex Journal of February 7, an innocent 
paragraph of .Mr. Onflow's motion; expelling that 
the Onjlonvs would bring it before the houfe ; which 
happened as it was forefeen ; for the printers, Whehle 
who firfl inferted, and Thcmpfon who copied that para- 
graph, were ordered to attend the Houffe of Com- 
mons. In this interval the Society met (on the 1 2th 
of February), before the order of attendance to the 
printers was expired ; and Mr. ■ chofe that par- 
ticular moment to move the fubfcription for Bingley, 
in order to encourage the printers (whom it was ne- 
ceflary to ufe on this occafion againft the ufurped 
power of the houfe), and to fliew them by this example 
that they too would be effeftually fupported, and re- 
warded for refilling an illegal and fcandalous attempt 

upon the freedom of the prefs. Mr. ■ faid, this 

fubfcription for Bingley did inftantly produce the de- 
fircd efFed, and both the printers refufed to obey ; and 
there was no doubt (the law being clear in the cafe, 
that a power of funlfmnent cannot belong to the 
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Houfe of Commons) that other printers would like- 
wife depend upon the laws of their country and the 
fupport of that Society 9 and refofe obedience to any 
fimilar ofarpation of the houfe over them : But^ faid 
Mr. — -^, fhould you now. Gentlemen, come to a 
refolution of no new subscriptions " for the 
•'future for any other purpose whatsoever 
*• until ALL Mr. Wilkes's debts fhall be fully dif- 
" charged," you will undo all that has been done; 
the public good eiFed of Bingley's fubfcription will be 
loft ; the printers will defpair of fupport ; and you 
•cannot expedi that they fliould be able alone and un- 
fupported to oppofe, however legally, the powers of 
government, which are now united againll the rights 
of the people ; even if they fhould, the conteft would 
be too unequal, the printers would be undone, and 
the prefs ruined : He therefore entreated them to lay 
afide all litde, fadiious, private views, and forbear a 
refolution which would certainly be produfiive of 
fuch bad confequences to the public and fuch difhonour 
to the Society. 

He concluded with addrefling himfelf again to Mr. 
Wilkes ; he called upon his policy ^ his public fpirity 
his gratitude J his modejly ; all which (hould flrongly 
perfuade him. to (hew his difapprobation of a motioi> 
which was to reftrain gentlemen, who had done fa 
much for him, from putting their hands in their pockets 
to relieve any other objed of compafiion, or to pr«-. 
mote any public meafurc. 
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To all thefe arguments Mr. Wilkes was aU 
dumb ; no fcnfe of ihame could force a fin^c 
from him ; and the refolution of no new fubfcx 
for the JktMre hut for Mr. Wilkes ^ was carrkd 
felf being prcfent, by the fame gentlemen wl 
before voted againft Bingldy's fubfcription, an 
other perfonal friends of Mr. Wilkes who hac 
brought thither for the purpofe, amongft whoi 
his tHuo hrothers, his attorney, &€• 

July 10. JOHN HO-R 
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